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PREFACE 

"QXFORD and Oxford Life/' which I 
^-^ edited in 1892 (Methuen & Co.), was 
an attempt to describe the University as it is; 
the present little book attempts to describe it as 
it has been, but with constant reference to the 
surviving memorials of the past. Though it is 
mainly a history, I trust that through the 
appendices and the index (in which .1 have 
mentioned all places of interest referred to), it 
may be useful as a guide book, especially as I 
have been careful to mark with an asterisk (*) all 
the Oxford worthies mentioned who are repre- 
sented by portraits in the College Halls. I 
hope, too, that many Oxford men will care to 
hear the story of the foundations which they 
love. My obligations to the " Colleges of 
Oxford," edited by Rev. A. Clark (Methuen 
& Co., 1 891), will be obvious to all, and I 
hasten to express them. I have to thank many 
friends for kind assistance in various chapters. 

But I feel that the success of a book like this 
depends mainly on its illustrations, and I have 
every confidence that Mr New's drawings will 
meet the great success which they deserve. 

Waobam College, OxroRO^ 
April i^t 1897. 
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In preparing this second edition for the press, ' 
I have again to thank many kind friends for 
corrections and suggestions. I may mention 
here what I omitted to mention in my first 
edition, that I have not noticed many of the 
portraits of Oxford mediseval worthies, because 
they are obyious forgeries, e.g.^ that of Edward 
the Black Prince at Queen's was painted in 
the last century from a handsome young Oxford 
butcher. 

I must apologize to Mr Andrew Lang for 
venturing to adapt a motto from his charming 
poem "Almae Matres." 

December 28, 1S97. 

In the third (1897) and fourth editions 
(1900) were added a few additional details, 
especially as to new portraits, and at the end 
of Chapter xxvi. I have now again carefully 
revised the whole book. 

1902. 
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OXFORD 

"ABOUT the year of our Lord, 727, 
^^ lived in the city of Oxford a prince 
named Didan": so Antony. Wood begins 
his charming story of St Fridieswyde, the 
daughter of Didan. Her father built her a 
churchy as the lady, with doubtful saintship, 
<< utterly disliked the notion that she should, 
bebg a princess, be subject to her inferiors" 

(by taking the veil elsewhere). After this 
f rides wyde took the veil in her own nunnery, 
but she was not allowed to rest in peace, for, 
" being accounted the flower of all these parts," 
she was sought in marriage of Algar, Sang of 
Leicester. This "young and spritely prince" 
would not take a refusal, and even when his 
ambassadors were smitten with blindness for 
treacherously endeavouring to carry off the 
lady, he himself " breathing out fire ai^d sword, 
intended for Oxen." Frideswyde took refuge 
in a shelter for swine among the woods at 
Bampton, but Algar still pursued her, till 
he, too, was smitten with blindness. She, how- 
ever, did not return to Oxford for three years. 
When she returned at last, the citizens "lived, 
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OXFORD AND ITS COLLEGES 

if I might say, in a golden age, for no king or 
enemy durst approach Oxford." She died in 
739, and was buried in her own church, of which 
a fragment may perhaps still be seen {cf. p. 20}. 

Of this story, mixed as it is with legend, much 
appears to be true, and round the shrine of 
St F rides wyde, grew up Oxford. It was a 
town of importance long before it was the home 
of a university, owing its prosperity to its position ; 
for it lies, as its name implies, where *< cattle 
drovers could cross the river and mount the low 
slope of a gravel spit '' between the Thames and 
tlie Cherwdl. The ate was well protected by 
these rivers and the marshes round the city, 
and, at the same time, was important as com- 
manding the break in the hills between the 
plain of Banbury and the plain of Didcot. 

Apart from the storv of St Frideswyde, the 
earliest mention of Oxford is in 912, when the 
great King Edward took, as the English 
Chronicle says, <<Lundenbyrg and Oxnaford, 
and all the lands that were obedient thereto '' : 
this conjunction of Oxford with London shows 
its importance. From this period dates the 
great mound which lies on the right of the tram 
line as the traveller comes from the station : it is 
one of the early fortresses which the. sister of 
King Edward, the " Lady of the Mercians^" 
constructed to guard her territories, and may be 
compared to the similar mound at Warwick. 

At the Conquest the town suffered severely, as 
is shown by the significant fact that, in Domes- 
day, two-thirds of the houses are " waste " and 
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OXFORD 

pay no taxes; and Robert d'Oilgi, whom 
William put in charge of the town, mightily 
oppressed the people of Oxford; a tower of 
the casde which the tyrant built is still standing. 
But Robert repented of his injustice, and became 
a church builder instead of a castle builder : the 
tower of St Michael's Church in the Corn- 
market— often called " Saxon " from its primi- 
tive character — the chancel arch at Holywell, 
and the crypt and the chancel of St Peter in the 
East belong to this period, and may well be his 
work. Through all these changes the citizens 
of Oxford kept their common pasture, the Port 
Meadow, which still lies open as a (somewhat 
swampy) recreadon ground to the north of the 
city. Robert also encouraged the development 
of Oxford by building the Hithe Bridge, the 
** landing place '* for traffic, the name of which 
survives in the more northerly of the two roads 
from the station. 

What brought students to this thriving • 
niedixval town it is impossible to say, but that ; 
there were "schools'* in Oxford as early as 
the first. part of the twelfth century is certain. 
\Perhaps the^ were attracted there in part by 
the palace of'^the scholar king, Henry I. (Beau- 
clerc), which lay to the north-cast of Worcester 
College, pretty much where Beaumont Street 
has revived the name of the old royal residence. 
At any rate, Theobald of Etampes, before 
1 1 20, had under him <<6o or 100 clerks, 
more or less," and maintained a vigorous 
quarrel with the monks; he calls a monastery 

7 
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<<a prison of the damnecl, who have condemned 
themselves to escape eternal damnation/' Thus 
early were Oxford scholars on the side of the 
secular against the monastic clergy. No doubt 
the students became more numerous when peace 
was restored at the end of the stormy reign of 
Stephen; Oxford had been besieged by that 
king, and Maud, the Empress Queen, had only 
escaped capture by fleeing at night from her 
starving garrison in the castle, over the £h>zen river. 
Rercrences to students at Oxford become in- 
creasingly frequent in the reign of Henry II., 
and there is good reason to believe that, during 
that monarch's quarrel with Becket, there wasa 
definite immigration from Paris to Oxford. At 
any rate, the King ordered all clerks, " as they 
love their revenues," to return to England, and 
many seem to have done so, — for the niotive was 
surely a sufficient one. ^ If this immigration took 
place, it will explain the visit which Giraldus 
Cambrensis paid to Oxford about 1185. That 
historian had written his "Topography of Ire* 
land"; "being desirous not to hide his light 
under a bushel, but to place it on a candlestick, 
so that it might give light," he resolved to read 
it at Oxford, "where the clergy of England 
chiefly flourished and excelled in clerkship." 
" The readings lasted three successive days ; on 
the first day he entertained all the poor of the 
whole town, on the second all the doctors of the 
diflPerent faculties, on the third the rest of the 
scholars." No wonder he got an audience by 
this munificent advertising; but the passage is 
8 



OXFORD 

chiefly interesting as showing that, before the 
end of the reign of Henry II., Oxford was a 
great centre of students, and that these were 
arranged in Faculties with degrees. 

We may assume that it was during the reign of 
the great Henry — who organised the English 
Constitution — that the University began to be 
organised; certainly the first mention of it as 
possessing powers of independent government 
coincides almost exactly with the great Charter, 
which is the beginning of national independence ; 
King John signed the Charter in 1 2 1 5 ; in 
12 14 the Chancellor, the representative and 
champion of the University, is first mentioned. 
Nor is the coincidence of time accidental. Eng- 
lish liberties were wrung from a King whose 
expressions had become intolerable ; Oxford 
liberties were confirmed by a decision of the 
Papal Legate, because the citizens of Oxford 
had murdered two students, and relying on 
John's hatred of the clergy, had refused to make 
reparation. It was ordered that the townsmen 
in future were to surrender to the Chancellor or 
to some other representative of the Bishop, any 
clerks whom they arrested. The Chancellor 
derived his authority from Lincoln, for Oxford 
was in that diocese, and the Bishop was the natural 
protector of all students as " clerks," but, being 
more than one hundred miles away, could only 
protect them by deputy. Hence he delegated 
his authority to an official in Oxford, who soon, 
if not fix)m the first, was elected by the students 
themselves. This period of University develop- 
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ment is illustrated by an interesting church in North 
Oxford, St Giles, which was consecrated bv the 
great St Hugh (one of whose crosses can still be 
seen on the west pillar of the north arch of the 
Tower), and which is certainly one of the earliest 
instances of lancet work in England.^ 

The same cause which had begun the liberties 
of Oxford, led to their rapid development. The 
students and the citizens were always quarrelliog, 
as was inevitable in the narrow space within which 
they both lived. The students complained then, 
as always, of extortionate prices for food and 
lodging, and of the dirty and unsanitary state of 
the town ; the townsmen complained — probably 
with good reason — of the lawlessness of the 
students, and that they abused their privileges as 
clerks to screen themselves in acts of dishonesty 
and violence. No doubt both sides were to 
blame, but the University — thanks to its power- 
ful allies, the King and the Church — always got 
the better in the end, and gained almost complete 
exemption from the ordinary courts and the right 
of being tried in their own, the control of the 
Oxford markets, and strict regulations as to 
the rent and tenure of the houses which they occu- 
pied. The city, which had oppressed the Uni- 
versity in the reign of John was, before the end of 
the reign of Henry III., itself suffering oppres- 
sion. The final struggle will be mentioned later. 

1 It dates from the end of the twelfth century, though 
the remains of the old clerestory on the north side of 
the aisle and the lower part of the Tower, may pro- 
bably be older. 

lO 



OXFORD 

The University, then, which had gained all 
these privileges, cannot be said to have been 
founded by any single man, whether Alfred 
(see p. 49) or his successors. It was rather, 
as its name, universitai (guild or corporation) 
implied, the trade's union of the Oxford 
masters or teachers, which had succeeded in 
securing for itself, in a very special way, that 
privilege of ecclesiastical independence, which 
all ^ clerks " claimed, and to gain which, Becket 
had fought and died. The rules of admission to 
this trade's union were the earliest rules as to 
graduation ; just as the journeyman workman was 
not his own master till he had shown his compe- 
tence by producing his masterpiece, so the student 
was not a master of arts till he had satisfied those 
who were masters already that he was competent 
to teach. Hence in the modern degree ceremony, | 
as it is performed fi'om term to term, no degree | 
can be given, unless there are at least nine I 
masters present to ** make a house." 

The character of this mediaeval union of 
teachers was, on the whole, democratic. Any- 
one could be admitted, even the son of a serf, 
and there was no examination ; charity, monastic 
or otherwise, was always ready to help a poor 
clerk, and when his course of study was finished, 
a brilliant piece of disputation in the schools might 
easily win him attention and patronage, and so 
place his foot on the ladder of fortune. Students 
like Robert Grosseteste, the great Bishop of Lin- 
coln, rose in this way from humble rank to the 
highest positions in England. 
II 
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As might be expected, a society so democratic 
was on the side of liberty against the King; 
Henry III. found the students of Oxford so 
troublesome when he was besieging Northamp- 
ton, that he swore he would hang them all, and 
he was with difficulty prevented from carrying 
out his threat. And the Church, too, found 
that the students whom it had protected could 
by no means be trusted to obey authority. The 
reform movement of WyclifFe at the end of die 
fourteenth century, is only one instance of the 
freedom of theological speculation which Oxford 
claimed for itself. But on the whole, the move- 
ments of Oxford thought were within the pale 
of the Church. The University was the chief 
centre in England of the activity of the Friars, 
especially of the Franciscans and the Dominicans. 
The followers of St Dominic settled in Oxford 
in 1 22 1, at first in the Jewry, where the Town 
Buildings now stand, but afterwards further south ; 
the name of " Blackfriars Road " is the only 
trace of them left. Still more famous were the 
Franciscans, who settled in "the same quarter 
under tKe City Wall, in the suburb S. of St 
Ebbe's Church." In the end they were al- 
lowed to cross into the island in the river, i.^., 
the so-called Trill Stream, and to extend the 
wall so as to include this. The Franciscan 
priory became a centre from which teachers of 
theology and philosophy went out into all parts 
of England, and even abroad. The most famous 
names are those of Roger Bacon, the greatest 
name in Oxford science, who dared to say that 
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among ** the hindrances to grasping truth " was 
**the example of weak and unworthy authority" ; 
of Duns Scotus, the << Subtle Doctor/' the 
champion of the doctrine of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Virgin Mary; and of the '' In- 
vincible Doctor," William of Ockham, who sup- 
ported the Civil Power against the Papacy itself. 

The mediaeval city in which all this intellec- 
tual activity went on was far smaller, not only 
than the present over-grown Oxford, but also 
than the Oxford of the Civil War. Large 
meces of the old wall can sdll be seen, especially 
m New College Garden and at the back of 
Long Wall Street ; Oxford extended from the 
Castle in the West to a little short of Magdalen 
on the East, and from St Michael's Church and 
the line of Ship Street on the North, to a line 
drawn South of Merton and through Christ 
Church on the South; the wall of Merton 
garden, in £ict, is part of the old wall. It is 
obvious that within this narrow space, which, 
moreover, was not (all occupied, there is no 
room for the 50,000 students whom mediaeval 
writers (cf. p* 6 1 ) claim ; probably Oxford was 
never more crowded than at the end of the 
reign of Edward I., and the number of students 
at that time certainly did not exceed 4,000. 

It need hardly be said that in the first century 
of Oxford history there were no colleges; the 
students had no property, and lived in lodgings 
or in hired halls ; it was only in 1274 that Walter 
de Merton ^p. 75-6) set the example which 
was so rapidly and generously followed. The 
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result naturally was that the students who be- 
longed to colleges looked down upon the poverty 
and lack of discipline of those who i^ere outsicfe 
college walls; in 1420 the University began to 
check the free admission of all, and in 1432 this 
restriction was completed by the rule that no 
student should live in Oxford except under a 
principal who was at least a master of arts. 
No doubt order and discipline were improved by 
these restrictions, but on the other hand Oxford 
lost in numbers and in sympathy with the mass 
of the English people. And at the same time 
intellectual freedom was checked ; Archbishop 
Arundel, aided by the orthodox King Henry 
IV.y succeeded in establishing his authority over 
the University {cf, p. 96), and after 141 2, all 
masters were compelled to abjure WyclifFe's 
heresies. The days of the mediaeval Univer- 
sity were passed ; it needed the new life of the 
New Learning to revive it. 

Yet Oxford was in some respects never 
more prosperous; at this time the Univer- 
sity obtained its highest privileges, and finally 
crushed the city. On St Scholastica's day, 
February 10, 13549 the citizens had made 
an attack on the students far more fierce than 
any preceding one; there had been a pitched 
battle in the streets, to which the bell of Carfax 
(the tower still stands) had called one side, 
while the bell of St Mary's had summoned the 
" clerks ** ; these at last, overborne by superior 
numbers, for the cidzens were reinforced by the 
sturdy rustics from the country round, had fled. 
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aod many of them had been murdered. The 
result of all this had been that the city was 
put under interdict, and after a year's delay 
Edward III. had finally decided in favour of 
the students, and given them a charter of privi- 
leges which left the citizens helpless, and made 
the University officials supreme. 

And wealth, too, was beginning to pour in on 
Oxford. It was in 1522 that Bishop Cobhani 
had built the chapel at the N.E. of St Mary's 
(which still stands, cf. p. 31), to be at once a 
library and a council chamber ; hitherto all 
University business had been transacted in the 
other parts of St Mary's, which (though used 
by the students) belonged to the parish. Just 
before the Wars of the Roses, Duke Humphrey 
of Gloucester gave his magnificent library of 600 
books. The building which now forms the 
oldest part of the Bodleian was opened in 1488, 
the Divinity School beneath it in 1489. The 
arms of Duke Humphrey can still be seen on 
the bosses of its roof. 

The new learning was at first warmly received 
in Oxford. All the earliest Greek students in 
England were Oxford men (^/l p. 62), and War- 
ham, the Chancellor of the University, and Wol- 
sey were warm patrons of educational reform. 
Students like Colet (p. 167) and Sir Thomas 
More (p. 10 1 ) dreamed of reforming the Church 
without separation, and trusted that reason and 
scholarship would remove all abuses. It soon 
proved, however, that the more conservative 
members of the University, who had resisted the 
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study of Greek as leading to heresy^ were right 
from their own narrow point of view ; Wolaey't 
great new college was found to be a special home 
of heresy (p. 208). The work of reformatioii 
passed out of the hands of Oxford students into 
those of a Cambridge archbishop^ Cranmer^ and 
of others who were far more violent and lett 
learned than he. For a time it seemed as if 
Oxford itself would pensh with the monasterict, 
for the appetite of Henry VIII.'s courtiers^ once 
whetted for church property, was not easily sated ; 
but that monarch was a scholar as well at « 
spendthrift. He told the would-be robbers: 
<< Sirs, I judge no land in England better, be- 
stowed than that which is given to our Univeiv 
sities." The number of students, however, fell off 
terribly ; the old schools of the University were 
many of them let for drying clothes, and the 
shelves of the Library were sold (the books 
were destroyed by the visitors of Edward VI.) 
for what they would fetch (p. 302). 

England has rarely been m a worse plight than 
it was when Elizabeth ascended the throne, and 
the state of Oxford reflected that of the nation. 
The wise and strong rule of the great Queen re- 
stored both, and the number of students at Oxford 
steadily rose as the prosperity of England in- 
creased. But a change was coming over the 
character of the students. It is in the six- 
teenth century that Oxford begins to be a rich 
man's university, though the wise arrangements 
of founders for the aid of poor students were 
still partly maintained (r.^., Richard Hooker, 
16 
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p. 194). The Queen did her best to encourage 
work by picking for her service the "eminent 
and hopeful students," and the consideration that 
their Sovereign's eye was upon them **did 
switch and spur on their industries." Such a 
man was Sir Thomas Bodley {rf. p. 80). This 
growth of prosperity continued for more than a 
generation after the death of Elizabeth. The 
first forty years of the seventeenth century are 
well called thc^ " Laudian Age " in Oxford, for 
his was the ruling spirit (p. 247 ) in the changes 
that were going on. He recast the statutes of 
the University, and they continued as he had left 
tfaem for more than 200 years ; hence it is fitting 
that the Convocation House, Oxford's Parlia- 
ment house, should remain to this day as Laud 
built it (p. 299 ). His changes brought order, dis- 
cipline, learning, and greater wealth ; the marks 
of this are seen in the new foundations which 
date from this period, e.g,y The Schools, Wad- 
bam College and the Botanic Garden fthe first 
of its kind in England), and in the rebuilding of 
old foundations, e^,y University and Oriel Col- 
leges. At the same time it must be admitted 
that Laud did not extend to divergencies of 
ritual the liberty which he was ready to grant to 
religious thought; his methods for suppressing 
his opponents were those of his age. With 
political liberty he had little sympathy. Hence 
It was natural that Oxford should be the Royalist 
capital of England. 

During the Civil War it almost ceased to be 
« home of study ; only fifty students graduated 
B 17 
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aoDually ; it became instead a court and an im- 
pregnate fortress. Only when the Royal cause 
was hopeless, did Oxford surrender to Fair&x. 
Though many individuals suffered expulsion, the 
UniYersity generally prospered under men like 
Conant (p. 88) and Wilkins (p. 262). Tbia 
prosperity continued for a time after the RettonH 
tion, though discipline sadly suffered, but with the 
eighteenth century a dark period begins, when 
almost all intellectual interest die4 out in Oxford, 
except in theological controversy, and when Ox- 
ford's most distinguished sons, e.g.^ Gibbon (p. 
175), as a rule speak most hardly of her. Yet 
even at this time there were many brilliant ex- 
ceptions; Johnson (p. 271), Wesley (p. 133), 
Lowth (p. 127), are names which would be 
conspicuous at any time, arid they all warmly 
praise Oxford as they knew her. In one respect 
it is fortunate that eighteenth century Oxford 
was 80 inactive ; but for this most of the relics 
of mediaeval Oxford would have been swept 
away. The plans for destruction, however, at 
Magdalen (p. 174), Worcester (p. 276), and 
elsewhere were ofien not carried out in com- 
pleteness ; Queen's is an unhappy exception. 

Our own day has seen a complete change in 
Oxford. The new examination statute (p. 
224), which came in with the century, has 
stimulated industry and systematized work (the 
latter perhaps too much). The Oxford move- 
ment (p. 99) has revived the religious life of 
Oxford; the wave of democratic feeling has 
extended the sympathies of the Univ^^ty, 
18 
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and has, through two Commissions^ carried out 
changes in the statutes, which often have paid 
little respect to the wishes of founders. Clerical 
restrictions have been almost endrely abolished, 
the marriage of fellows has been permitted, new 
subjects of study have been introduced and en- 
dowed, religious tests have been removed,^ even 
women have been admitted to the teaching' 
(though not as yet to the degrees) of Oxford. 
It is fitdng that so many and such rapid cjianges 
should be reflected in the new Oxford which our 
own generation has created ; the University, and 
almost every College, has added largely to its 
buildihgs. Though there have been some cruel 
acts of vandalism, yet more often the additions 
are- really gains to the beauty of Oxford. So 
we. may hope that in s{Mte of all changes, the beat 
of the spjrit of Oxford has been maintained, and 
thkt her sons, while reaching forward to the 
changes of the future, may yet prove hot un- 
worthy heirs of the treasures of the past. 

^ Both of the Nonconformist halh are in ManslSeld 
Road, which leads N. from Holyvirell Street That 
for orthodox Nonconformists, Mansfield, was designed 
by CluuDpncvs; it contains an interesting collection 
of portraits of Dissenting dirines. Manchester (ardii- 
tect, Wbrthington), which lies further S., contains in its 
chapel some fine Burne-Jones glass ; hy adapting some 
of the old houses in Holywell, a picturesque quad has 
been formed here, with rooms for students. There are 
no undergraduate students « resident ** at Mansfield. 

■Of the women's halls, Somerville lies close to St 
Giles' Church, Lady Maigaret (architect, R. Blomfield) 
to the N.E. of the parks. 
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THE CATHEDRAL 

D UILDINGS ^The oldest part is the piece 

oi wall at the East end of the Choir Aide 
and Lady Chapel, which may perhaps be part of 
the original church of St Frideswyde, built in the 
first half of the eighth century. This chiirth 
having been burned in 1002, was restored on a 
larger scale by Ethelred. As to Ethelred's 
Church there are two opinions : — 

( 1 ) Some hold that it perished, and that the 
present choir, choir aisles, transepts and naye^ 
date from the latter half of the twelfth century. 

(2) Others hold that in the choir much of 
Ethelred's work survived, and that the work of 
the twelfth century was a restoration and an 
extension, not a rebuilding. 

At any rate the Chapter House doorway seems 
to belong to a period not long after the Norman 
Conquest ; it is therefore either earlier or later than 
20 
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iie rest of the Cathedral. It seems still to bear 
Jie marks of a fire, perhaps that of 1 19O9 which 
nnch injured the buildings of St Frideswyde. 

A peculiar feature of the Norman work in the 
Cathedral is that the piers are carried up through 
iie triforium on the inside. Hence externally 
here is no triforium, and internally the same arch 
unrounds both the triforium and the main opening. 

Early in the thirteenth century the upper por- 
100 of the Tower was built and the short spire 
iddedy being one of the very earliest in England. 
Fhe Chapter house was also built, and a new 
lisle was added as a Lady chapel, on the left, 
a*f on the North, of the choir aisle.^ All these' 
lelong to the Lancet or Early English style, of 
irchitecture. Probably this aisle was intended 
o receive the new shrine of St Frideswyde, of 
ifhich fragments can still be seen arranged 
m a stone framework; to this her remains 
rere translated in 1289. This shrine is interest- 
ng as the earliest known instance in England of 
latnral foliage in architectural decoration; this 
Eiad of ornament marks the transition to the 

1 This was fcs position at Canteibury Cathedral : at 
\t Mary's (</: p. 51) it is on the N. of the nave. 
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Decorated style of architeaure. Probably the 
oak leaves had reference to the story of St 
Frideswyde's taking refuge in the forest (p. 3). 
In the next century — the fourteenth — the most 
northerly of the three choir aisles was completed 
by adding two more bays. The chapel thus 
formed was called the Latin chapel ; it was used 
till recendy for the lectures of the Regius Pro« 
fessor of Divinity. In this chapel there are 
several points of interest ; the woodwork is partly 
that of the old Priory church, pardy of the time 
of Wolsey, and pardy the seventeenth century 
work of Dean Duppa, in the time of Charles L 
The glass, too, is very interesting ; the first three 
windows of the chapel are all fourteenth century 
work; the big east window was made from a 
design of Bume Jones to commemorate the story 
of St Frideswyde. It is, however, too broken 
in design and too hot in colour to be successful. 
Finally, of the monuments, the one at the west 
end is that of Sir George Nowers (died 1425) 
diough the armour would seem to be earlier 
in date ; the most easterly one is that of Lady 
Elizabeth Montacute, who gave Christ Church 
meadow to the Priory of St Frideswyde, 
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In the fifteenth century the wooden ** watching 
chamber" was put up, from which a "watch" 
was kept on the riches of the shrine. The 
clerestory and the roof of the choir were 
altered ; the rich vaulting of the latter is attri-: 
buted to Cafdinal Wolsey, but without much 
reason. In all these changes. the PerpencUcular 
s^Ie was used, and to this also the windows 
were altered. The present cloister belongs to 
the same period. 

In the sixteenth century, before Wolsey dis- 
solved the Priory in 1524, the great window at 
the end of the north transept was inserted, and 
the roof of the transepts and tower added. 
Wolsey also swept away the three west bays 
of the nave, which had once extended to the 
line of the present quadrangle. 

In the seventeenth century, the cathedral, which 
had became very ruinous from the destruction of 
the Reformation and from neglect^ was thoroughly 
restored by Dean Duppa. One window, that at 
the west end of the north aisle of the nave, has 
been left, to show what was the seventeenth cen- 
tury idea of " restoring an old church : it contains 
some truly marvellous glass of the younger Van 
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Linge^ represendng Jonah and his gourd, with 
Nineveh in the background. 

In our own century the Cathedral haa been 
again thoroughly restored by Sir Gilbert Scott. 
It if more than doubtful, however, whether the 
term ^ restoration '' can be applied to the sweep- 
ing away of the great fourteenth century window 
at the end of the choir, and the substitution of a 
Norman east end, which is purely Scott's own 
work. It may be admitted, however, that the 
eflPect is very good. The choir, too, has been 
entirely refitted. At the same time a western 
bay was added to the nave, repairing in part 
the destruction done by Wolsey. 

Among other points of interest in the 
Cathedral is the tomb of Burton, author of the 
^'Anatomy of Melancholy," with a curious 
inscription ; it is on a column in the north 
transept ; in the nave is the monument of Bishop 
Berkeley, and in the south choir aisle the tomb 
of Bishop King, first bishop of Oxford and 
last abbot of Osney : above it is a very curious 
seventeenth century window, with a portrait of 
the Bishop, and a view of Osney Abbey in the 
background. Still more interesting is the glaaa 
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in the east window of the aouth transept, which 
is of the fourteenth Century; the scene of the 
murder of St Thomas of Canterbury should be 
especially noticed. Becket's head has been 
removed as usual, owing to Henry VIII.'s 
dislike of the saint. 

The modem glass in the east window of the 
south aisle, and in the two chapels to the north 
of the choir is beautiful; it is the work of 
William Morris, from designs of Burne Jones. 
The big window in the N. transept is by Clayton 
and Bell. 

The whole Cathedral, though one of the 
smaUest in England, is fidl of charm, from its 
admirable proportion, from the Tariety of styles, 
and from the beautiful character of the examples 
of each* 

T^HE "Cathedral Church of Christ,'* at 
^ Oxford, occupies a double position; it is 
the chapel of a college and the cathedral church 
of a diocese. Before the sixteenth century it was 
neither of these ; it was the conventual church 
of a religious body. Probably the earliest 
foundation here was one of nuns, and dated 
from the eighth century ; it was then transferred 
to secular canons, and finally to the Augustinian 
canons; but it is not necessary to go into the 
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Tarious changes. A more interesting quettioii 
is whether the beginnings of the University are 
to be sought in the cloister school of St Frides- 
wyde. It was once the general opinion that 
they were, and there is no doubt that special 
reverence was paid by the mediaeval University 
to this saint, and that the University chest was 
kept at the Priory of St Frideswyde. But there 
is no trace of any authority over the students 
being ever claimed by the Priory; and it is 
impossible to believe that such an authority had 
once existedy and yet had disappeared without 
leaving a trace. The most, therefore, that can 
be said of the connection between the Priory 
and the University, is that the teaching in the 
cloister of the religious house was a cause which 
brought students to Oxford, and that probably 
the earliest teaching given in Oxford was given 
in connection with St Frideswyde. Certainly 
one of the earliest mentions of students in 
Oxford is the story of Prior Robert, who 
about 1 1 70 was cured at the shrine of St 
Frideswyde. He had been wont from his 
infirmity to preach sitting to the clerks <<froro 
various parts of England," — ^probably the earliest 
mention of university sermons. 

Antony Wood records a curious privilege 
which the canons had received from the Pope. 
Owing to the cold, damp nature of their site, 
they were permitted in the winter to wear their 
caps, even during their devotions. Modem 
Oxford men will agree with them rather than 
with Scaliger, who says that he stood the cold 
26 



THE CATHEDRAL 

at Oxford "modica indutus toga" ("with only 
a light coat on"). 

But the privileges and the wealth of the 
monastery are merely antiquarian in interest. 
Wohey in 1524 swept them into the current 
of Oxford life, suppressing St Frideswyde's by 
a Papal bull. He treated the old church 
itself with as little ceremony as he did its 
possessors, and intended to substitute for it a 
magnificent chapel after the style of that of 
King's College at Cambridge. But this never 
reached beyond its foundation, being in this 
r^pect typical of Wolsey's work as a whole. 
Meantime the old church, shorn of its three 
western bays, served as a chapel for Wolsey's 
students, and in 1528 was the scene of one of 
the early stories of the English Reformation. 
The small Lutheran community had been dis- 
mayed by the arrest of one of their number. 
Garret, but he escaped from the care of the 
Commissary, the Rector of Lincoln, and a young 
student named Dalaber was sent to tell the news 
to the brethren at Cardinal College. He says : 
" Even - song was begun. They were almost 
at the Magmficat before I came thither. I 
stood at the choir door and heard Master 
Tavemer play — but now my singing and music 
were turned into sighing and musing." While 
he waited, "in cometh the Commissary bare- 
headed, as pale as ashes, and to the Dean he 
goeth in the Choir." In the end the poor Rector 
was blamed so much "for keeping of his prisoner- 
ab negligently that he wept for sorrow. The 
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whole of the pathetic story can be read in the 
pages of Mr Froude ; it is only one of the msuiy 
strange things that happened in St Frideswyde's 
during the time of the Refonnation. 

In 1546 Henry VIII. made it a cathedral, 
removing the new bishop's see fix>m Osoey, 
and under Edward VI. the Saint's shrine was 
actually used for the interment of the wife of 
Peter Martyr, one of the foreign theologians 
whom the young ELing loyed, and whose doc- 
trines he was trying to force on the English 
Church. The poor lady was not suffered to 
rest in peace, for Queen Mary's commia- 
sioners took up her bones and buried them in 
a dunghill. Finally, in Elizabeth's time, the 
matron and the saint were once more laid to- 
gether, ** so coupled and mixed " that they could 
not be distinguished, and the epitaph was added-^ 

" Hie jacet religio cum superstitione." 

But it was not only with the dead that Queen 
Mary warred; the living, too, suffered for the 
same cause. It was to the chancel of the 
cathedral that Cranmer was brought to hear the 
sentence which the Pope had pronounced on him 
in mock trial at Rome. He was then led into 
the cloister to be degraded ; Bonner, who pre- 
sided, publicly insulted him, but Cranmer rose to 
the occasion, and proudly demanded what right 
they, his suffragans, had to try him, their arch- 
Inshop. It was in vain for lum to appeal to a 
General Council ; he was stripped of all hia 
vestments, his hair was shorn, and the sacred 
28 
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unction scraped from his finger-tips. He was 
then handed over to the secular arm. It was 
this kind of treatment, shown to one of the most 
learned and pious of Englishmen, which made a 
return to the old state of things impossible ; and 
the reaction from Mary's cruelties carried the 
Church of England far in the other direction. 
Among the extreme Puritans was the new Dean 
of Christ Church, Sampson, and we can well 
believe that the fabric of the cathedral suffered 
under his Puritanism, and during the long vacan- 
cies of the see. These extended over forty- 
three of the first sixty years of its existence. 
Moreover, one of the bishops, John Underbill, 
a native of Oxford, was actually appointed by 
Walsingham from a ^ devotion to the leases that 
would yield good fines," i.^., to consent to the 
misappropriatipn of the property of the see. 

Hence we cannot wonder that the restoration 
was taken in hand in 1630 by Dean Duppa, one 
of the learned and pious men of the school of 
Laud ; but it was carried out with woeful 
thoroughness, and old tombs and brasses were 
swept away. It was to a church thus classicized 
that King Charles came in 1636, and was re- 
ceived with the usual courtly adulation; he 
heard a sermon on <^ Blessed is the King that 
cometh in the name of the Lord." It is not 
strange that he believed that he could act as he 
pleased, being the Lord's Anointed. 

Charles was to attend many more services in 
the Cathedral, for at the end of 1642 he took 
up his abode in Christ Church, and henceforth 
29 
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the Cathedral was the royal church, where 
thanksgivings for victories were paid and where 
the religious enthusiasm of the Cavaliers found 
its centre. It was natural, therefore, that, when 
the Puritan army entered Oxford, the windows 
of the Cathedral were " much abused." 

With the Restoration the history of the old 
church loses its varied interest; henceforth the 
only battles as to it are the rivalries between the 
Christ Church men and the rest of the Univer- 
sity ; for the former contended that they might 
take their preaching turns there instead of going 
to St Mary's, and the prescriptive rights of the 
University Church had to give way. 

Unfortunately in their struggle for college 
privilege the authorities of the Cathedral forgot 
some of their duties as a religious body ; it was 
only in the time of the late Dean, Dr Liddell 
(1856), that the Cathedral service began to be 
conducted in proper style. But in this century 
Christ Church has once more become a great 
religious centre. It was a battle-ground in the 
early days of Dr Pusey's life, when among his 
fellow canons were the latitudinarian Dr Hamp- 
den and the fighting evangelical Dr Faussett. 
During his later days he had colleagues more 
likeminded with himself in Dr Liddon and 
Canon King (now Bishop of Lincoln), and it 
was in his own cathedral that he was laid to 
rest in 1882, where a slab with a long inscrip<« 
tion marks his grave in the nave. 
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ST MARY'S CHURCH 

DUILDINGS. — The oldest part of the 
Church is in "Adam de Brome's Chapel," i 
the north wall of which— on the inside— may 
belong to Norman times. Next in date come 
the tower and the lower part of the spire, which 
are of the reign of Edward I. The old Congre- 
gation House and the room above it at the N.£. 
corner of the church were begun in 1320 by 
Adam de Brome, the founder of Oriel College, 
at the expense of Bishop Cobham of Worcester. 
The upper room was used as a library, and the 
possession of it was disputed between the Uni- 
versity and Oriel College for nearly a century 
(p. 96). Unfortunately, in the fifteenth century 
reconstruction, windows were put in which hid 
the fact that the building consists of two stories. 
After the books had been transferred to Duke 
* Properly the Lady ChapeL 
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Humphrey's library (p. 302), the upper room 
was used as a School of Law. This building if 
the only part of St Mary's which belongs to the 
University ; the rest is a parish church, but hat 
been lent since time immemorial for UniTernty 
meetings, whether religious or secular. As the old 
church had become ruinous, it was rebuilt in the 
latter half of the fifteenth century ; the chaoo^ 
was first begun in 1462, the naye was not opened 
till 1498. These are fine examples of late Pef- 
pendicular work. In the seventeenth century tbe 
organ was put up by Father Smith in 1624, aad 
the south-west porch, with the beautiful twisfeed 
columns, was added by Laud's Chaplain, Dr 
Owen, with the Archbishop's sanction in 16)7. 
In 1733 the old Lady Chapel on the north aide 
(commonly called Adam de Brome's ch^iel, 
because of his tomb being in it) was walled off 
from the rest of the church, in order to save the 
heads of houses from cold draughts. In our 
own century the galleries were enlarged, and the 
whole of the present woodwork of the nave, 
including the pulpit, was introduced (1828); 
the Vice-Chancellor had previously sat at the 
west end. The pulpit, however, to judge from 
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the attitude of the angel aboye it, is still in the 
original position. Some remains of two old 
pulpits may still be seen near the entrance . door 
on the N. The great west window, one of 
Kempe's most beautiful works in Oxford, was 
inserted (1891) in memory of the late Dean 
Burgon, who was yicar. 

Finally, in our own day (189J-6), the 
elaborate and beautiful pinnacles which surround 
the base of the spire had to be once more 
renewed. Those put up by Mr Buckler, not 
fifty years before, had become dangerous, and 
were removed; the present ones are from a 
dengn by Mr Jackson. At the same time all 
the old statues were renewed, except that of 
the saint at the S.E. corner. During the course 
of the work, a severe storm, in March 1895, 
damaged the top of the spire, and this, too, was 
rebuilt. 

CT MARY'S has always been so closely con- 
^ nected with the University of Oxford, that 
it has, of course, been attributed to King Alfred 
as a founder. For this story, however, there is 
no evidence ; and though we know that there is 
a church of St Mary's mentioned in Domesday, 
the first rector on record is John of Oxford, 
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one of the many churchmen who aided with 
Henry 11. against Archbishop Thomas; he 
was afterwards made a bishop. But the interest 
of St Mary's at this period, and long after, is 
that it was the centre of the life of the Uni- 
yersity, secular as well as religious ; situated as 
it was at the end of the old " Schools Street," 
it naturally became the building which was used 
by the University for all functions. The early 
students had no local habitations of their own, 
but lived and taught in hired halls, and deliber- 
ated and held ceremonies in borrowed churches. 
What St Mary's was to the University is sym- 
bolized by the fact that its bell summoned the 
students alike to warfare against the citizena^ 
and to peaceful disputations among themselves. 

The whole church was assigned to different 
stages of University life. According to a very 
probable theory, it was in the " Porch " (A^^^ 
visus) of St Mary's that a man disputed for a 
year as a " general sophister,'* this being one of 
the qualifications for his degree ; a trace of this 
ceremony survived till 1895 ^^ ^^^ ** Testamurs" 
given to successful candidates in ** Smalls," who 
were said to have answered " in farvho " the 
questions of the Masters of the Schools. 

The various chapels of St MaiVs were 
assigned to the different Faculties tor their 
deliberations, and the Congregation of all the 
Faculties, Regents (i.e., teachers) and non- 
Regents alike, met in the choir, forming the 
supreme governing body of the Univerrity. 
Finally, in the nave was held the solemn Act 
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— correspoodiog to the modern Encaenia— «*when 
the new masters were admitted to **mcept," 
Le.f enter on their new rank by performance of 
their duties. and lecturing. 

This ceremony continued to be held in St 
Mary's till the growing feeling against the 
incongruity of secular shows in churches led 
Archbishop Sheldon to present his University 
with the magnificent Theatre^ that still bears his 
name. It seems strange that the buffooneries of 
the Terrae Filius, the licensed jester, which 
formed a regular part of the Act, should 
haye been allowed in a consecrated building as 
late as the Restoration. A generation earlier 
the kgislatiye work of the University had 
already been transferred by Archbishop Laud 
to his new Congregation House (p. 299); and 
in 1646 the Chancellor's Court sat for the last 
time in Adam de "Brome'a Chapel. But in 
mediaeval times the lines between sacred 'and 
secular were not so sharply drawn. The struggle 
for University privilege centred round St Marps ; 
it. was here, at the beginning of the fourteenth 
century, that the members of the Preaching 
Orders, the Franciscans and the Dominicans, 
were compelled to perform their exercises for 
their theological degrees, instead of in their own 
more setluded and quiet convents ; Oxford as a 
home of the secular clergy was always jealous of 
the regulars. But even in mediaeval timies there 
seem to have been some scruples as to the use of 
the Church merely for worldly purposes; the 
> DMigiied by Sir C. Wren. 
37 
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meetings in it and in its churchjraid kd to 
frequently to bloodshed, that early in the reign 
of Edward III., formal application was made to 
the Pope to appoint a standing commission for 
the ** reconciliation " of the Churchy wheneTer 
such an unfortunate event rendered the ceremony 
necessary. The Pope, instead of granting tluSy 
sent a bull forbidding any meetings whatsoerer in 
the consecrated precincts. It, however^ was not 
put in force for eighteen years, and then (appar- 
endy) only because the Oriel men thought they 
could turn it to their own advantage. Their 
ProYost, Hawkesworthy had been elected Chan- 
cellor in the Northern interest, and was attacked 
by Wylliot of Merton, the candidate of the 
^Southerners : he tried to crush the opposition 
against himself bv producing the bull, a[^arently 
without much efiect. 

It was because of this close connection between 
St Mary's and University business that the 
Church was rebuilt by a special effort at the end 
of the fifteenth century. The Chancellor and the 
Congregation issued a whole series of begging 
letters, to all the leading persons in England, 
which may still be read in the University archives. 
The result of these letters was the present 
splendid nave. 

It was in the Church thus reconstructed that took 
place the most pathetic and the most important 
scenes that have marked its history ; in the choir 
of St Mary's, Cranmer was tried on September 
I a, 15559 by Brookes, Bishop of Gloucester, as 
representing the Pope, and maintained his cause 
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with firmness and courtesy against all his judges^ 
It was to the naye of St Mary's that the yener"* 
able primate was afterwards brought on March 2 1 ^ 
1556, in order that his enemies might enjoy the 
triumnh of his public recantation. He was 
placed to hear the sermon against him on a low 
platform just opposite the pulpit ^ (the ledge cut 
for it may still be seen in the pillar to the left of 
the Vice-Chancellor's chair). When the sermon 
was OTCfy he astonished friends and enemies 
alike by his recantation of his recantation, end- 
ing with the weU-known words — <<And for 
as much as my hand ofFended, writing contrary 
to mjr hearty my hand shall first be punished 
therefore ; for^ may I come to the fire, it shall 
be first burned." 

Within a very short time St Mary's was the 
witness of another tragedy. To it on September 
229 1 5609 was brought the body of Leicester's 
unfortunate wife. Amy Robsart, who had died at 
Cunmor. A public funeral was given her by the 
Untrersityy and she was laid in the choir. The 
Vice-Chancellor preached on ^* Blessed are the 
dead that die in the Lord," and was bold or 
careless enough to speak of the poor lady as 
having been ** so pitifully murdered. ' It is not 
surprising that he lost the favour of Leicester, 
whose chaplain he had been. Only one other 
fimeral in St Mary's can be compared to that of 
Amy Robsart — ^that of the great University bene- 

1 On precisely the same spot Mr Newman wis 
wont to kneel before entering the pulpit (on his wmy 
from tl|e vestry). 
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factor, Dr John Radcliffcy in Novemberi lyt^ 
His body had lain in state fiMr oieariv fear 
weeks in London, and was receifed at Oxford, 
where it lay in sute in the Diyinity School 6f 
two days more, with all the pomp the U ui re wit y 
could show. His only memoriu io St Mai^^ 
u a small stone close to the glass door leadtng 
mto the chancel ; but it has been well said tlut 
Wren's epitaph might be adapted for him-^** Si 
quanis monumentum, r^spice/' The Raddift 
Library is the noblest nxmument of this most 
generous of physicians. 

Quite early in her reign (1566) Queen Eliz»- 
beth was entertained in St Mary's ; for three dayf 
ia succession did the learned lady listen to du* 
putadons for four mortal hours on a September 
afternoon ; then the Queen ^< of her heoig£ty 
concluded the Act with a speech of her own in 
Latin." She had asked Lord Leicester and ha 
Secretary, Cecil, to do it, but they, like true 
courtiers, ** waved it " and left it to Her Majemj. 
If Antony Wood may be tmsted, the UmTennty, 
about this time, heard a layman preach in ot 
Mary's. Mr Tavemer, the high sheriff ^of the 
county, "of pure charity" came and "gave tlie 
Academians, destitute of eyangelical advice^ a 
sermon beginning <* Arriving at the Mount of St 
Mary's ... I have brought you some finebiscnic^ 
baked in the oven of Charity, carefully conserved 
for the chickens of the Church, the n>an*i6wt^ 
the Spirit, and the sweet swallows of Salvation." 

During the century which followed the Re? 
formation, St Mary's became the battle-ground 

49 



ST MART'S CMURCH 

of the parties within the Charch of England. 
At £rtt Gdyinist views were most popular, and 
when Laud ventured to advocate the Catholic 
doctrines of sacramental grace and of episco- 
pacy»' he was looked upon as a heretic. He 
had to sit among the heads of houses, and hear 
himself abused as a *^ mongrel coinpound oi 
Papist and Protestant " by Abbot, the brother 
of the -archbishop : but all things come to him 
who waits, and bdfore the end of his career, his 
party was meting out to others in St Mary's 
the treatment which had been meted out to 
him. So in 1622 a Mr Hurd was *< soundly 
rattled " for a sermon on Resistance to Kings, 
and had to recant on his knees in Convocation. 
Land left his mark for good on St Mary's, as 
he did on every institution with which 1^ was 
connected. His chaplain, Dr Owen, built the 
beaimful porch with twisted columns at the 
S,W. of the church; over it stands the fine 
statue— by Stoner-rof the crotvned Virgin and 
Child.: This seemed to his enemies <<very 
scandalous,'* and Alderman Nixoo, a well- 
known Oxford puritan, deposed that he had 
seen P^le worship it. This unlucky statue 
actually igured in the articles of impeachment 
against thr Archbishop, which at last cost him 
Im head ; bat (though deuced at the tim^^ it 
nemains as a memorial of his good taste ana of 
the narrotwness of his opponents. The Puritan 
party saw ^ very dearly the importance of secur- 
ing, the University pulpit; when Oxford sur- 
rendered id 1646^ they did not trust to the 
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efibru of mere ordinary preachersi akkough the 
notorious Hugh Peters is said to have forced 
himself on St Mary's in this capacity oMNre 
than once. Seven of the best men of the tMm 
victorious party were told off to preach befbie 
the University, among them Reynolds; the 
Dean of Christ Church ; even Wood admits 
him to have been a *<good scholar and aa 
excellent preacher," though he maintains that 
the Puritan divines produced no effect; they 
made themselves ridiculous by their ^'wry 
mouths and puling tones." It is not necea* 
sary to take this too literally, nor to believe that 
the intended preachers were in the habit of 
calling D.D.'s ** dumb dogs and idle drones.*' • 

Whatever the cause, there is no doubt that 
Oxford students remained fenatically loyal after 
the Restoration, and largely Jacobite after the 
Revolution. As an instance, may be men*- 
tioned the sermon of the hot-headed Dr Sachet 
verell, who on March 9, 1704, preached at St 
Mary's the Assize sermon on <* Schismatical 
Universities" << which concerning £iith have 
made shipwreck." It went through three edi^' 
tions before the year was out, for men read 
sermons in those days as well as published them^ 
But it had nothing like the popularity of hin 
London sermons, five years later, on << Perils of 
False Brethren," which set all England in a flame. 

Sleepy times, however, were at hand, during 
which men would not be moved by either 
reli^on or politics. It was in «uch a tin^e 
that the Weskys came up to Jthe Universttjr:;. 
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what the state of Oxford was may be gathered 
from the &ct that Whitfield became a marked 
man because^ with the other ** Methodisu/' he 
received the sacrament at St Mary's on a week- 
day. Wesley himself preached for the last 
time before the University on August 24, 
1744. His text was Acts iv. 31: "They 
were all filled with the Holy Ghost." The 
spirit of his sermon liiay be gathered from the 
entry in his diary : << I am now clear from the 
blood of these men — I have fully delivered 
my soul." The Vice-Chancellor sent for his 
notes, but nothing came of it. 

It is not surprising that, when the Church was 
asleep, men thought they must provide elaborate 
defences &>r her. It was with this purpose that 
Dr John Bampton (died 1 7 5 1 ) founded his famous 
lectureship, which has produced so many fiunous 
courses, and which has also produced, of recent 
years, some lectures which would have astonished 
the worthy fisunder by their, strange conceptions 
of Christian apologetics ; the first lecture was in 
1 779. At the time when the Bampton Lectures 
were founded there were Bar more University 
sermons than there are now, and far fewer to 
give them. It is only since 18 19 that sermons 
ceased to be given during the Long vacation, 
while they lasted in the Christmas vacation 
till 1859; and the appomtment of "select 
preachers" to take the places of the ordinary 
M.A.'s who declined to preach in their turns 
before the University, is also a change of the 
last ceptury. The vacant places previously 
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were mipplied by what were known as ^hadc 
preachers ; their tundard may be etdmatied 
from the joke of one of them that he was the 
beat paid preacher in the Chorch of England, 
because he often got a guinea a head; the fee 
was ;^4, 4S. 

But the reviving tide of interest in religions 
matters soon altered this state of things ; in the 
palmy days of the Oxford Movement the sermona 
at St Mary's were almost as much discussed as in 
the seventeenth century. And the pulpit there 
is inseparably connected with the leading men 
among the Tractarians ; by universal consent 
the Oxford revival begins with Mr Keble's 
assize sermon on ** National Apostasy " ; this 
was delivered on July 14, 1833. The task of 
reproducing University sermons was imposed by 
tutors on their pupils within the memory of men 
yet living ; in days when the keenest intellects 
in Oxford were devoted to theological study, 
such a requirement was still workable. 

The greatest name of all at St Mary's is that 
of Newman ; he became vicar in 1B289 and held 
the post for fifteen years. It was from the 
pulpit there that he especially exercised his 
influence in the University ; all that was best in 
Oxford, in intellect and in character, gathered to 
hear his parish sermons ; it was said that in some 
of the evangelical colleges, a *< chapel " was placed 
before dinner, instead of after, as had been the 
custom, in order to prevent men attending 
Newman's afternoon service at 4 f.m. Many 
tributes have been paid to his preaching; one 
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may be quoted here from a member of Newman's 
own college^ Trinity, who was in every way a 
contrast to him, — the scholar and adventurer, 
Richard Burton: '< There was a stamp and a 
seal upon him, a solemn music and sweetness 
in his manner, which made him singularly 
attractive." He was <' monotonous," and 
" lacked action " ; " yet the delivery suited the 
matter of the speech, and the combination sug- 
gested complete candour and honesty. He said 
only wliat he believed, and he induced others to 
believe with him." 

Three years before Newman became vicar of St 
Mary's, a curious relic of mediaeval Oxford was 
removed — none too soon. Up to that date the 
Mayor and Corporation of Oxford had had to 
attend, the Litany at St Mary's, and make an 
offering in commemoration of the brutal masucre 
of St Scholastica's Day, 1354. Though the old 
indignities of ropes round the neck, etc., had long 
been done away with, the city had felt bitterly 
the disgrace of the commenaorative service. 

St Mary's is still in some ways the centre of 
University life. Still the first function of « Fidl 
Term" is the Latin Eucharist and the Latin 
Litany on the first Saturday, and still every Sunday 
morning^ the Vice-Chancellor goes in state to the 
University sermon. Oxford is no longer officially 
a Church University, but she is still a home of 
<< true religion " as well as of ^ sound learning." 

^ The afternoon sermon was abolished in 1901 (it 
had almost ceased to be attended), and at the same 
time the .right of preaching before the University was 
lost by ordinary M.A.'s. 
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IV 

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 

'T'HE earlier buildings of Univcrrity have 
entirely disappeared. The oldest part 
of the present college is the W. side of the 
first quadrangle, which was begun in 1634; 
the N. side on the High Street was begun 
next year, and the Hall and the Chapel shortly 
after (in 1639). The E. side of the quad- 
rangle was not completed till 1674* The N. 
and E. sides of the smaller quadrangle Were 
built about 17199 though the style of the old 
building has been preserved. 

The block to the extreme W, of the college, 
looking on the High Street, was built m 1843 
(Sir Charles Barry, architect), the Gothic lib* 
rary, from the design of Sir Gilbert Scott, in 
1 86 1, and the Master's Lodge, probably the 
most beautiful modern house in Oxford, was 
added in 1879 from the design of Mr Bodley. 
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The interett of the buildings at Univernty lies 
in the £ict that they are one of the best instances 
of the sorviyal of Gothic in seventeenth century 
Oxfbrdy while the Gothic revival of our own 
centory was anticipated in the refitting of the in- 
terior of the Hall ( 1766), the intention was good, 
but the details are very poor. The Chapel and 
the Hall were refironted in a similar style in i8oo. 
In 1802 the Chapel received iu vaulted roof, 
though the general decoration is still Grecian ; the 
Gothic arcade round the sanctuary was added by 
Sir Gilbert Scott in 1 862 ; the windows, made by 
the younger Van Linge, are among the best speci- 
mens of 17th century glass in Oxford. The fine 
Elizabethan carving of University Hall (rebuilt 
1902 by Moore) is now in the Common Room. 

UNDOUBTEDLY the most interesting 
^^ point in the history of University College 
is a fiction. It claims to have been founded by 
King Alfred the Great, and the development of 
thb story is a striking insunce of the uncritical 
character of mediaeval history. The college for 
a centurv after its foundation had been known as 
the Hall of William of Durham ; yet in 1381, 
being engaged in a lawsuit against Edmund 
Franceysy a citizen of London, it boldly appealed 
to King Richard 11. to interfere, on the ground 
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that it had been founded by hit predecesior, 
Kmg Alfred. A forged deed was actiu^ly pro* 
duced, sealed with the seal of the Uniyersity, 
which invented an imaginary Master of Univer- 
sity G)llege and an equally imaginary Chancellor; 
and thanks to this and other equally trustworthy 
documents, the college received recognition as a 
Royal foundation, though it had to pay a large 
sum to the heirs of Franceys. The fiction be- 
came even more circumstantial as time went on* 
Fuller, in his ** Church History/' recorda Jiow 
the scholars of University were robbed by 
William the Conqueror of their pensions from 
the Royal exchequer, because they ** sought to 
preserve and propagate the English tongae/' 
which he designed to suppress. 

Finally in 1726 the legend was confirmed by 
a judgment of the Court of King's Bench, when 
the fellows actually pleaded that ** religion would 
receive a great scandal," if it were dc;cided in a 
court of justice, that a ** succession of clergy- 
men " had " returned thanks for so many years 
for an idol, a mere nothing." Hence King 
Alfred holds his place in the thanksgiving for 
benefactors, and in 1872 the college celebrated its 
millenary by a dinner, at which the then Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, Robert Lowe (after- 
wards Lord Sherbrooke) gravely arguea that 
the fact that Oxford was in 872 in the hands <^ 
the Danes confirmed the tradition that Alfred 
was the college founder ; for he was a man before 
his time, and had anticipated the great modem 
political doctrine, that the surest way to popu- 
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lari^ was to give away the property of yooi 
opponents. The fiction is yisibly embodied in 
the marble bust of King Alfred which adorns 
the fellows' common-room. 

The real history of University begins with the 
bequest of William of Durham in 122^9 ; he left a 
sum of 3 1 o marks ''for the purchase of annual rents 
unto the use of 10 or more M.A.'s to study theo- 
logy." The University itself was trustee and as 
early as 1253 bought property on the site of 
Brasenose for William of iJurham's foundation ; 
on this priority of endowment rests the claim of 
Univeroty College to iu position as the '< Senior 
filia Universitatis" ^as Pope Eugenius called it in 
the fifteenth century), but the scholars of William 
of Durham had no powers of self-government till 
they received their first statutes in 1 280. Univer- 
sity College owes iu name to this dependence ; it 
was the first hall acquired by the University, 
and hence became known as ** University Hall.'' 

William of Durham was a North Country 
man, and his college was one of the centres of 
the Northern nation in the faction fights of 
medisBval Oxford; its fellowships were largely 
restricted to Durham and Yorkshire men until 
the Commission in 1854 swept away local 
restrictions. 

University College has been ^mous in the 
history of Oxford rather for the careers of its sons 
than for any movements of which it has been the 
centre ; it is not till late in the seventeenth century 
that it becomes the scene of any important events. 
But to the pre-Reformation Qiurch it had given 
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Skirlaw, Bishop of Durham, architect of the 
central tower of York Minttery and Flemii^, 
Bishop of Lincoln, founder of Lincoln Colkge; 
in Reformation times it trained Lord Herbert of 
Cherbury, and was presided over at the end of 
the century by Abbot,* who preceded Laud at 
Canterbury, being the first Oxford archbishop 
since Mary's time. In the seventeenth century 
its sons were fiimous for learning, among them be- 
ing Bingham, the great ecclesiastical antiquarian, 
Carte, the Jacobite historian, and Potter,* after- 
wards Archbishop of Canterbury, whose ** Greek 
Antiquities '' survived among scholars, till it was 
displaced by the more modem work of Dr 
William Smith. 

But at the close of the seventeenth century^ 
University for a brief season is one of the most 
prominent colleges in Oxford; its master, the 
Rev. Obadiah Walker, became a pervert to 
Romanism, and not only obtained from King 
James II. a dispensation to retain his place as 
Master, but also opened a Roman chapel in. the 
ground floor rooms at the S.E. corner of the 
front quad, which was to be a centre of prose- 
lytizing in Oxford. His rule is commemo- 
rated by the statue of James II. over the ^te- 
way in the inner quadrangle. He was a fiiend 
of the famous Dr John Radcliffe,* a former 
member of University, whose charity began at 
home in his old college as well as flowed over 
the whole of Oxford ; it was mamly at his cost 
that the small quadrangle was completed, whidi 
lus statue still adorns. The name of Walker 
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was long presenred in the doggerd rhyme which 
told how 

<4 Old Obadiab tings Ave Maria." 

Of course he lost his post as Master after the 
Revolution, and the statues which are seen over 
the gates of the college to the High Street, are 
those of Mary and of Anne. 

Of his immediate successors, Dr Charlett, 
one of the persecutors of Heame (called the 
••Oxford Intelligencer" from his love of gossip) 
played a prominent part in the literary circles of 
the time. His correspondents are said to have 
numbered about 2006, so that he spent nearly 
all his income, as Master, on his postage, and 
died insolvent. 

In the eighteenth century University G>llege 
does not seem to have sunk so low as most other 
foundations. About 1750 it sent forth in Bishop 
G. Home,* long famous for his Commentary oh 
the Psalms, and in Jones of Nayland, two men who 
showed that even in that age of indifferentism it 
was possible to combine religious earnestness and 
sound learning with full loyalty to the Church of 
England. And in the work of William Scott,* 
afterwards Lord Stowell, who was tutor from 
1765 to 1775, University anticipated the revival 
of study wluch marked the clonng years of the 
dghteenth century in Oxford. He could never be 
persuaded to publish his lectures, on Ancient 
History, which were thought the best of his time, 
though even in his own day men laughed at a 
lecturer, who, wishing to say the Greeks ** had 
no chinmeyB," wrote, ** they had no convenience 
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by which the Tolatile parts of fire could be con- 
veyed into the open air." We do not need to 
be told that he was a friend of the great Dr 
Johnson. Among his papils the most famous 
were his brother, John Scott,'*' afterwards Lord 
Eldon, and Sir William Jones,* the great orien« 
talist (fine has relief in the ante-chapel by 
Flaxman) and one of the founders of modem 
philology. William Windham, the friend of 
Burke (portrait by Sir T. Lawrence), and Lord 
Hastings (* Hoppner), Goyemor-General of 
India, belong to the same period. 

The level of work in the University generally 
at this time is shown by the well-known story m 
Lord Eldon's examination for his degree; he 
was examined in Hebrew and in history,^ but the 
only questions put to him were, ^^What is the 
Hebrew for a scull?" to which he answered 
"Golgotha," and "Who founded University 
College ? " to which he replied, « King Alfred.^' 
The colossal statues of the brothers Scott adorn, 
or rather dwarf, the new library. Another 
fimious University man of the ^ghteenth century 
is Sir Roger Newdigate,* the founder of the prize 
poem which bears his name. 

It was at the close of this period that Univer- 
sity matriculated its most &mous son. Shelley 
came into residence in 1810, and for eleven 
months pursued an odd existence in Oxford, 
studying every kind of subject except the Aris- 
totle which was prescribed for him, talking with 
his friend Hogg on all subjects under the sun, and 
roaming the country round in long walks. Their 
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opinion of the University of Oxford is quaintly 
phrased by Hogg : *< Oxford is a seat in which 
learning sits very comfortably, well thrown back, 
as m an easy chair, and sleeps so soundly that 
neither you nor I nor anyone else can wake her." 
But in an evil hour Shelley was moved to publish 
a pamphlet of anti-Christian tendency, called 
«« The Necessity of Atheism." The Master and 
fellows, instead of treating it as a boyish escapade 
and trying remonstrance and influence, sent him 
down and his friend Hogg with him. And 96 the 
greatest name on the roll of Os^ford poets is, Hke 
Uie name of her greatest historian. Gibbon, that of 
one whom she rejected as unworthy. In our 
ovm day the sepulchre of the prophet has been 
built by the successors of those who cast him out; 
in 1893 the Master and fellows of University 
accepted from Lady Shelley the beautiful monu- 
ment of the poet by Onslow Ford, which had 
been intended originally for his tomb in Rome. 
It is a pity that so Jovely a piece of sculpture 
should be enshrined in a building hideous with- 
out and over-ornate widiin. 

In the middle of the last century Univer- 
sity was very fortunate in its fellows. Arthur 
Stanley, afterwards Dean of Westminster (of 
whom there ifr an interesting early portrait by 
Eddis in. the Hall), Goldwin Smith, the leader 
of the Liberal movement in Oxford, and John 
Conington, the editor and translator of Virgil, 
w^re fellows there together in the 'forties. Of 
theie only Gdldwin Smith survives^ and he has 
long forsaken Oxford for the New World. 
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DUILDINGS. — The oldest part of the 
buildings of Balliol is probably the reading 
room of the Library (formerly the Dining-HaU)» 
lying on the left side of the front quadraogle, 
\(fhich may date from the first quarter of the fifteenth 
century ; it was^ however, recast by the notorious 
Wyatt at the end of the kst century, who trans- 
ferred the entrance to the garden quadrangle from 
the S. to the N. side of the Hall, and removed 
the beautiful old arch with ogee canopy to its 
present place on the N. side of the quadrangle, 
leading to the Chapel. He also completely re- 
cast the Library, of which the ground floor had 
been built at the same time as the Hall, while 
the floor above (the present upper Library) had 
been added in the last quarter of the fifteenth 
century. The buildings in the Italian style, at 
the comer of the Broad and opponte St Mary 
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Magdalen Church, were erected in 17699 
in part by a Mr Fisher, and bear his name. 
Further N., the new Gothic buildings, look- 
ing on the Martyr's Memorial, belong to the 
first half of the present century, and stand on 
the site of the old << Caesar's lodgings/' The 
Chapel was rebuilt by Mr Butterfield in 1856-7, 
taking the place of a beautiful sixteenth century 
Chapel, the destruction of which was one of the 
worst acts of vandalism in modem Oxford ; only 
the sixteenth century glass of the old windows 
surrifes, much damaged, in the present side 
wmdows, and in the Lower Library. Then 
(1867- 1 869) the present front of the college 
on the Broad St., and the £. side of the first 
quadrangle, were rebuilt by Mr Waterhouse, and 
the N. side of the garden quadrangle was enclosed 
with buildings, which were completed in 1 87 7 by 
the present Hall (also by Mr Waterhouse). 

It is perhaps fitting that the college, which has 
played the most important part in the University 
revolution of the nineteenth century, should be 
housed, more completely than any other college, 

in buildings of our own day. 

Non. — A memorial of Jowett (by Onslow Fctd) has 
been added at the N.E. end of the cbapel. 
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D ALLIOL COLLEGE owes iu origin to an 
^ act of outrage, and the penance which was 
impoaed to atone for it. John de Balliol, one of 
the great barons of the north, and father of the 
rival of Robert Bruce, had, in 1160, ^unjustly 
▼exed and enormously damnified '* the churches 
of Tynemouth and of Durham ; for this he was 
compelled to make amends by a public scourg- 
ing, and by endowing four students at Oxfond. 
Hence the foundation of Balliol dates from about 
1260; but the main part of the scheme was 
carried out by his widow, Dervorguilla, who 
thus, like Dorothy Wadham in the seventeenth 
century, shares the honour of being a << founder" 
with her husband, — the linked shields of the 
Balliol arms commemorate this. 

The first students were placed (certainly be- 
fore 1266) in a hired house, close to St Mary 
Magdalen Church ; hence Balliol has a claim to 
being considered the oldest college in Oxford, 
because its students have longest occupied the 
same site. But in all other respects, the founda- 
tion of Balliol is £u less important than that of 
Merton ; in fact it was at first <<a simple, alms- 
house " for the residence of students, resembling 
rather the early foundations of Paris than the 

?pe of college which was to prevail in Oxford, 
he first sututes were issued in 1282, and these 
wene repeatedly modified in, the two following 
centuries, till in 1507 they assumed their find 
form at the hands of Foxe, Bishop of Winchester, 
the founder of Corpus Chrisd College. The 
comparative unimportance of the college is 
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8howD by the fact that the scholars did not 
obtain a chapel of their own till 1327, and, even 
after this, were comnelled to attend mass at St 
Mary Magdalen's till 1 364. 

It is jiMt at this date that Balliol receiyes her 
most famous son, John WyclifPe,'^ who became 
Master about 1360. Whether he had preriously 
been a fellow of Balliol^ as the statutes required, 
or whether he was elected from Merton, must 
remain uncertain ; at all events, he only kept the 
Mastership for a year, and then took the rectory 
of Fillingham in Lincolnshire. When he re- 
turned to Oxford in 1363, he is said to have 
resided at Qu^n's (though this is now held to 
be doubtful), where he hired rooms for ^i a 
year; hence we cannot picture Balliol as being 
the centre of the great reforming movement of 
the fourteenth century. But it is at least interests 
ing to note that Richard Fitz Ralph, Archbishop 
of Armagh, to whom WyclifFe << owed the dis- 
tinguishing elements of his (scholastic) teaching '* 
had been a fellow of Balliol in the first quarter of 
the fourteenth century. He is best remembered 
as the author of the much-quoted statement that 
Oxford, in his ear])r days, had 30,000 students. 
This he solenmly affirmed in a speech at 
Avignon in 1357 ; whether he was carried 
away by the zeal of an advocate, or spoke with 
the extravagance of an Irishman, certain it is 
that no historian now accepts his statement. 

Balliol during the first century of its existence 
was a home of the Northerners, and its great 
men were champions of the scholastic philo- 
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lophy : but in the fifteenth centuqr it became the 
nursing mother of the early English humanists. 
Humphrey 9 Duke of Gloucester, who, what- 
ever his faults as a politician, was a loyal ton 
of Oxford and a noble patron of learning, was 
probably at Balliol ; and of the fife Englishmen 
who are mentioned as studying Greek at Ferrara 
about the middle of the fifteenth century, four are 
Balliol men — ^William Grey, afterwards Bishop 
of Ely (died 1478^ ; JohnTiptoft, Earl of Wor- 
cester (died 1470); John Free, Bishop of Bath 
and Wells (died 146 5) ; and John Gunthorpe, 
Dean of Wells (died 1498). All these were 
distinguished as scholars in the widest sense of 
the term, and, like all early scholars, were also 
book-collectors; Grey especially u to be re- 
membered in this respect, and of the two hun- 
dred books with which he endowed his college, 
Balliol still possesses one hundred and fifty-two. 
He was also a contributor to the building of the 
new library, on the windows of which his 
name, and that of the Master, Abdy, are still 
to be read : — 

««Hi8 Dens adjecit; Dens hit det gaudia ceU; 
Abdy peifedt opns hoc Ony pruul et Ely.** 

His coat-of-arms, too, is still to be seen on the 
panels under the splendid oriel window at the 
W. end of the Master's lodgings ; in it also 
are preseryed the arms of another munificent 
son of Balliol at this time, George Nevill, 
Archbishop of York, and brother of the 
** King-maker,*' who was made Chancellor of 
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Oxford in 1452. To a slightly later period 
belong Archbiihop Morton, the minister of 
Henry VII. $ and the good Tunstall, Bithop 
of Durham, who endeavoured to preserve the 
Humanist traditions of his college amid the 
storms of the Reformation. But after this 
period of brilliance Balliol sinks into compara- 
tive obscurity till almost the beginning of the 
present century. The amount of plate which 
it gave to King Charles was the least of any 
college ; and, unlike most other places, half the 
members of the foundation seem to have sub- 
mitted to the authority of the Parliamentary 
vintors. 

John Evelyn, who was admitted as a fellow- 
commoner to Balliol in 1637, seems to have 
studied litde there but dancing and music ; his 
tutor was occupied in quarrelling with the Master 
of the time, and Evelyn left Oxford after three 
years without taking a degree. But the state of 
the college became much lower in the succeed- 
ing generation. Humphrey Prideaux, writing to 
his ^end Ellis in 1674, tells a story, which he 
** does not well believe," but which at any rate 
illustrates what the Balliol fellows of the time 
were thought to be like. << There is over 
against Balliol a dingy, horrid, scandalous ale- 
hoose,^ ^i for none but draymen and tinkers. 
Here the Balliol men continually lie, and by 
perpetual bubbing add art to their natural 
stupidity, to make themselves perfect sots." 
The Master, Dr Good, a ''good, honest old 
toast," remonstrated, and pointed out the ** mis- 
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chiefs of that hellish liquor called ale." Wheiip 
however, he was told that the ** Vice-Chan- 
cellor's men drank ale at the Split Crow/' he 
was << non-plussed," and on going to consult 
the Vice-Chancellor, Dr Bathuret of Trinity, 
he was told there ^was no hurt in ale." 
Accordingly he called the Balliol men together 
again, and told them that as the Vice-Chancellor 
gave his men leave to drink ale, he would give 
them leave too. ** So now," as Prideaux 
grimly concludes, "they may be sots by 
authority." 

When discipline was in this state, we aie not 
surprised that Balliol had few men and rooms 
to spare; when the Parliament met in Oxford 
in 1 68 1, at the beginning of the reaction after 
the Popish Plot, the Whig leaders — Shaftedniry 
and others — hired rooms in Balliol, not being 
able to get quarters for all their party in 
Shaftesbury's own college of Exeter. Alto- 
gether, some fifteen peers seem to have been 
accommodated. The deserted state of Balliol 
may be gathered from the story told of Dr 
Bathurst, President of Trinity (1664 to 1704)9 
the "Vice-Chancellor" of rrideaux's story 
quoted above. Then, as in later times. Trinity 
and Balliol entertained for each other the usual 
feelings of neighbours ; and the old President, 
who was in his dotage, was seen throwing stones 
from his garden at the windowriof Balliol, " as 
if happy to contribute his share in completing 
the appearance of its ruin." 

But Balliol was still receiving a steady stieam 
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of benefactions. In 1601 Peter Blundell of 
Tiverton established the connection which still 
exists between the college and the school which 
Mr Blackmore has immortalised in "Loma 
Doone.*' The present Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, Dr Temple, is only one of the able West- 
country men who have been sent to Oxford 
by this foundation. But much more important 
was the bequest (in 1679) of Mr John Sneli, 
who left his estate in Warwickshire to endow 
exhibitions from Glasgow University to Balliol. 
This endowment was intended for niembers of 
the Episcopal Church of Scotland, but, of 
course, this part of the will was not carried out. 
Adam Smith, who was at Balliol in the first half 
of the eighteenth century ; Sir William Hamil- 
ton, who was in residence at Oxford from 1 807 
to 1 810; J. G. Lockhart, the biographer of 
Scott; and Archbishop Tait, are but the best 
known examples of the many clear-headed and 
hard-working North-country students whom the 
bounty of Mr Snell has sent to Balliol. 

But the eighteenth century had nearly passed 
before Balliol began to revive. Robert Southey, 
one of Oxford's scanty band of poets, who 
came up in 1 792, complained that Oxford 
dons showed ''waste of wigs and want of 
wisdom." It was only with the appointment 
of Dr Parsons'* as Master in 1798 that the 
revival began ; but then it proceeded rapidly. 
Df Parsons may claim to share with Cyril 
Jackson of Christ Church, and Provost Eve- 
Idgh of Oriel, the honour of being the founders 
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of modern Oxford. They established the 
examination system in - the first year of the 
century, and made the tutorial system once 
more a reality. Parsons was a man of sense, 
who knew how to leave a student of genius 
alone. He said of Sir William Hamilton: 
" He will turn out a great scholar, and we shall 
get the credit of making him so, though in point 
of fact we shall have done nothing for him 
whatever." The wisdom of this course is 
shown in Hamilton's remark that from Balliol, 
<<I gratefully acknowledge I carried into life 
a taste for these studies which have contributed 
the most interesting of my subsequent pursuits.'' 
This unconscious influence of Oxford is true of 
many students besides the Scotch philosopher 
Dr Parsons, too, contributed in a very real way 
to bridge over the gulf which had for centuries 
separated the University and the city of Oxford; 
he was himself of an Oxford family, and was 
Vice-Chancellor in the same year in which his 
brother was Mayor. 

Balliol now reaped the advantage of the 
accident that its scholarships were not limited by 
statute to any particular localities. By the end of 
the first quarter of the nineteenth century, they had 
already become the " blue ribbon of the public 
schools," a position which they have not yet lost. 

The work of Parsons, who died in 1819, 
was carried on by his successors — Jenkyns 
^1819-1854), Scott*(i854-j87o),andJowett 
(1870- 1 893), [*by Lady Abercromby and by 
Watts]. The first was a well-known Oxford 
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character, who, without being himself very clever, 
was an extraordinary judge of men; he sur- 
rounded himself with a band of tutors who were 
foremost in the making of modem Oxford. 
So masterful was his rule over his << young 
men'' that his enemies used to adc when 
the board with "Dr Jenkyns' Academy*' 
painted on it, was to be put up over the Balliol 
gateway. Scott's name is known everywhere 
among Greek scholars, thanks to his share in 
the great dictionary of ** Liddell and Scott " ; 
while Benjamin Jowett, from his election as 
fellow in 1838 to his death in 1893, ^^' always 
prominent in all academic matters. Thanks to 
his work as translator of Plato, he was equally 
well known in the literary world outside. 

Balliol, guided by four Masters of great 
ability, and recruited continually by the best 
material from the English public schools, has 
been, without doubt, the foremost college in 
Oxford during the last three-quarters of our 
century. No other college, probably, has sent 
80 many brilliant sons into the world outside; 
no other college, certainly, has contributed any- 
thing like so large a share to the governing 
bodies of other colleges. It may fairly be 
argued that the leaders of English thought — 
Newman, Gladstone, Ruskin — have come fi'om 
elsewhere; but Balliol has had its share, and 
more than its share, in all the movements which 
the leaders have started. 

Of the Oxford poets who have given voice in 
various ways to the unrest of the nineteenth 
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Mannesfield in 1283; his name can still be 
read. ' The brasses in the sanctuary are those 
of Wardens Bloxham (died 1387 — ^the double 
one), and: Sever (died 147I9 the builder of the 
tower of Holywell Church), 

The ante-chapel is later ; the transepts were 
not dedicated till 14249 but were probably com-^ 
menced at least a century earlier ; the tower was 
completed in 1 450 (at a cost of ^ 1 42 ) ; it belongs 
to the best period of Perpendicular work. No 
doubt, originally, it was intended to build a nave ; 
the western arch in the ante-chapel can still be 
seen. The chapel is the parish church of St 
John the Baptist, but parochial services are now 
suspended. The sacristy was commenced in 
4310; after long degradation as a brew-house, 
it was restored in 1887. 

The Hall was built in the founder's time, but 
only the original walls have been preserved ; the 
portals of the old gateway, however, still remain, 
and to one of them is attached a huge oak door, 
with curious ornamental iron-work. The Hall 
itself was ruined by Wyatt in the last century, but 
has been carefully restored in our own day. 

The Library, which occupies the upper storey 
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00 the S. and W. of the Mob Quad, is un- 
doubtedly the most interesting mediscval library 
in England. It may have originally been a 
dormitory, but was transferred to its present pur- 
j)08e as early as 1350 ; its fitting up is ascribed 
to Bishop Rede of Chichester who died in 1 385. 
Some of the old fittings with their chained books 
are still preserved. The present dormer windows 
date from the seventeenth century, but the old 
glass still bears traces, in the repetition of the 
" Agnus Dei," of the former dedication to St 
John the Baptist. 

Of the other college buildings the oldest part 
is the Mob Quad, on the S.W. The N. and 
E. sides may be almost contemporary with the 
founder, the S. and W. belong to the next 
generation. The embattled tower in front of the 
college was built in 1416 ; the statues are those 
of Henry III. and Walter de Merton. The 
front of the college was rebuilt by Sir Henry 
Savile in 1 589. The fellows' quadrangle — that 
on the S.E., was building from 1608 to 1610; 
it is one of the most beautiful examples of late 
Gothic in Oxford, especially as seen from the 
fields to the S. Its resemblance to the quad- 
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rangle of Wadham College makes probable the 
▼iew that both were designed by Holt of York, 
who was certainly employed as carpenter on 
both (p. 261). 

The old St Alban Hall which has now been 
annexed by Merton and forms a fourth quad- 
rangle to the east, was rebuilt by Savile about 
i6oo. Finally> in an evil hour, the college cut 
down their "Grove** in i864, and erected their 
"new buildings" to the S.W. of Mob Quad, 
from a dengn of Mr Butterfield; by so 
doing they spoiled the most beautiful view in 
Oxford and their own claim to be the most 
beautiful college in Oxford. 

The Warden's lodgings on the E. side of the 
front quadrangle, date from the end of the 
fifteenth and the beginning of the sixteenth 
century. 

I^ERTON COLLEGE has the honour of 
being the oldest in Oxford; though 
University and Balliol may be slightly earlier in 
their endowments, yet it is in Merton that the 
real idea of a college, as it has since prevailed, 
is first found, and its statutes were the model of 
subsequent foundations, in both Oxford and 
Camlvidge. These statutes date in their first 
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form from 1264, in their final form from 1274 ; 
by them Merton was established with all the 
essentials of a college^ the right of self-govern- 
ment and of recruiting its own numbers, the 
right of holding property, and, as the symbol of 
these rights, the use of a common seal. It was 
intended to be a nursing mother of the '* secu- 
lar" clergy of the English Church, 1.^., to 
provide men for all the professions, for it need 
hardly be pointed out that the clergy in the 
thirteenth century, besides their spiritual duties, 
were the civil servants, the physicians, the artists, 
the historians of the time. To ensure to stu- 
dents a fit training for these duties, the founder 
endowed his college with considerable estates ; 
in wealth and dignity its members were to be 
equal to the great monastic foundations ; but 
** religion," in the strict sense of the Middle 
Ages, was not to be their employment. In 
fact, any fellow who entered a religious order 
vacated his place. Though they were all in 
minor orders, as being students, yet they were 
not required to observe all the " hours " of the 
Church ; and they were provided with chap- 
lains. In the discharge of their spiritual func- 
tions it was especially contemplated by the 
founder that they were not to remain all their 
lives in his college ; he charges those who rise 
to " more abundant fortune *' to remember the 
institution to which they owed their first ad- 
vancement. 

This foundation, and those which were imi- 
tated from it, changed the whole system of 
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Eflglish UDiversity education ; the poor clerks, 
living on charity, subject to little control, and 
constantly migrating, who had formed the 
majority of the early students, now tended more 
and more to become members of orderly and 
well endowed corporations. The Universities 
lost in freedom, but they gained in order and 
opportunity to study. It is to Walter de 
Merton that this revolution is due ; he is well 
called on his monument in Rochester Cathedral, 
the founder by example << omnium quotquot 
extant collegiorum." He was one of those great 
secular churchmen to whose organizing genius 
the English constitution owes so much, and he 
had played a prominent part in the struggle 
between Henry II L and the barons before he 
set himself to endow his college. 

The students of Merton were to study the 
liberal arts and then to proceed to theology ; the 
verbal and logical character of the mediaeval edu- 
cation is illustrated by the story of the fellows 
of Merton and King Henry HI. They wished 
to obtain leave to make a postern gate into 
Merton fields, and sent three of their members 
to the King. The first of them asked for *< the 
making of a gate," but was at once interrupted 
by the second that what they wanted was not 
** the making of a gate,*' but " the gate made." 
" No,'* said the third, " we do not wish the gate 
made, for if it were made, it already exists in 
the nature of things ; and then we shall have a 
gate that is not our own ; and so we shall wrong 
our neighbour ** ; and so the dispute went on, 
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till the King told them to withdraw ; he might 
grant their request when they agreed how to ask 
for it. This they seem to have done, as they 
certainly got their door. But though to us the 
mediseval education may seem often mere word- 
splitting, the great number of English statesmen 
and bishops who were reared in pre- Reforma- 
tion Merton, shows that the founder had not 
^^pent his money in vain. Twenty-eight arch- 
/Inshops and bishops belong to this period, of 
/whom the most famous was Bradwardine, whose 
j name is coupled by Chaucer with that of St 
i Augustine, as being able to *<boult to the bran " 
/ the doctrines of Grace and Free Will, 

Tradition ascribes to Merton the names of the 
great schoolmen. Duns Scotus and William of 
Ockham; but as they were both Franciscans this 
seems impossible, in view of the founder's statutes; 
but John WyclifFe, the last great English scho- 
lastic, it claimed as belonging to Merton in an 
almost contemporary list of fellows. A long 
succession of mathematicians and physicians also 
was produced, and for this cause Merton was 
selected to receive the bequest of Linacre, who 
founded the present professorship of Compara- 
tive Anatomy. Merton during this period (in 
1380) received the bequest of Wylliott, found- 
ing an order of scholars inferior in rank to those 
of the old foundation ; they were subject to 
the master-fellows, and were called << post- 
masters,'' a corruption of " portionista." 

One other point must be mentioned as to 
the fellows of medixval Merton. They were 
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patrona of St Peter's in the East and lords of 
the manor of Holywell, then outside the walls 
of Oxford, and so acquired their great property 
there. This was managed by a bailifF, and on 
the marvellous series of accounts preserved in the 
Merton Treasury, Professor Thorold Rogers very 
largely based his great " History of Prices." 

At the Reformation the majority of thei 
fellows of Merton were on the side of the old | 
religion, although Bishop Jewel and (probably) I 
Ho<^er, the martyred Bishop of Gloucester,] 
were both educated in the college. The re- 
actionary party were led by a certain Mr Hall, 
who, when one of the former fellows proposed 
to sing round the fire on Holyday evenings the 
psalms of Stemhold and Hopkins, in place of 
the old customary hymns to the Virgin and 
Saints, snatched the book from him, and told him 
that << neither he ^^Hali) nor the rest would 
dance after his pipe. The feeling against the 
Reformation showed itself in 1562 on the 
election of a new Warden ; Archbishop Parker 
as Visitor, on the ground of an informality, set 
aside the choice of the fellows and put in a 
chaplain of his own, John Mann. But when the 
new Warden presented himself he found the 
gates shut against him. Being admitted by a 
fellow of *^ SL base and false spirit," as Antony 
Wood calls him, the Warden was hustled out 
again, and ** 'tis reported Mr Hall gave the new 
Warden a box on the ear." Elizabeth and Parker 
were not the people to submit to such a defiance ; 
the college was severely visited, and the offenders 
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expelled. Warden Mann was afterwards sent 
on a mission to Spain, and Elizabeth was pleased 
to say that whereas Philip ^*had sent her a 
gooseman (Guzman) she had sent him a Mann 
goose/' 

Under Mann and his successors, especially Sir 
Henry Savile (fine monument in ante-chapel), 
the college was very prosperous. Sir Thomas 
Bodky (*in ante-chapel) was elected fellow in 
1563, and lectured on Greek in Merton before 
he went abroad to serve England as ambassador 
and acquire that wealth to which Oxford owes 
her library. Under Savile the college buildings 
were repaired and extended ; and he himself was 
a Greek scholar of great eminence, and was one 
of the translators of the Authorised Version. 
He was, too, a noble patron of learning, and the 
University owes to him the Savilian professor- 
ships of geometry and astronomy. 

But the prosperity of Merton received a severe 
blow in the Civil War. Its Warden, Brent, 
was one of the few Puritans in Oxford, and 
fled before the King. In his place was intruded 

\ the great Cambridge scientist, Harvey,* the dis- 
coverer of the circulation of the blood ; but he 
was only Warden for a year, and during this 
period the college was a court rather than a home 
of learning. Queen Henrietta Maria was in- 
stalled in the Warden's lodgings, and the chapel 
was appropriated to her use, and for marriages, 

' christenings, and such like unacademic proceed- 
ings. When finally the king left Oxford in 
1646, the Hall is described as being <<situ et 
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niioU squalida " Le,f ** all dirty and knocked to 
pieces.*' Brent returned, however, and pro- 
ceeded at once as head of the Parliamentary 
Viators to correct the << abuses and disorders of 
the University.*' The support of Merton was 
most important to the Puritan cause at Oxford ; 
at once in distinction, in wealth, and in the 
ability of its students, it was in the first rank of 
Oxford colleges. 

It was during tliis period that Oxford's great- 
est antiquarian, Antony Wood (*in ante-chapel) 
matriculated. For his loving care for the history 
of the University Oxford men can never be 
too grateful, although his college in his own 
day dealt very hardly with him, as landlord of 
his house (still known as ** Postmasters' Hall ") 
opposite the great gateway. Colleges have always 
had the reputation of being harsh landlorda 
Wood, among the other old customs which were 
put down by the Puritans as *^ being diabolical. 
Popish, and anti-Chnstian," records the bully- 
ing of the freshmen on Shrove Tuesday ; they 
were compelled to make a speech standing on a 
form in Hall, and, if dull, to drink salted drink, 
** with tucks " (Le,y scratches under the chin) 
"to boot." It must have been very like the 
"sing song" which once prevailed for new boys 
at public scho(^s. Wood died in 1695 ; his 
life in Oxford is described by him as " a perfect 
Elysium," thanks to " music and the rare books 
that he found in the public library." 

In 1 66 1 the first "common room" for 
fisllows was opened in Oxford, a mark of the 
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EXETER COLLEGE 

DUILDINGS Exeter, Balliol, and Queen's 

are the three "most rebuilt" colleges in 
the University. Of the pre- Reformation build- 
ings nothing is left but part of the old gate 
Tower (1432) which is now included in the 
Rector's lodgings. The Hall was built in 161 8, 
and may be compared with that of Wadham 
College, though it is less fine. About the same 
time was rebuilt the southern part of the garden 
front of Exeter, looking on one of the least 
known and most beautifld nooks in Oxford. 
Towards the end of the century the W. front 
was rebuilt, the northern part first (1671- 
1682), and then the Tower and the southern 
part ( 1 70 1 -3 ). But it is in the present century 
that the hand of the rebuilder has specially pre- 
vailed in Exeter; in 1834 the present W. 
firont to the Turl street was brought into its 
present form (being the fourth reconstruction in 
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the college history). About the same time the 
E. part of the front to the Broad Street was 
put up. The interesting timber-gabled house 
between the N.W. comer of the college 
and Mr Parker's house at the corner of Turl 
Street, is the sole relic of Prideaux' buildings. 
(These lay to the N. of the present chapel 
close to the City Wall. They were added 
to by the Rector Prideaux about 1620, and 
were especially for the accommodation of 
foreigners). This house, looking on the Turl, 
was built in part out of the remains of the old 
building when it was pulled down. In 1854 
the new front to the Broad Street was com- 
pleted from one of Gilbert Scott's least suc- 
cessful designs (to say nothing harsher ), in 
1855 the Gothic library was built, and in 1856 
the very interesting seventeenth century chapel 
was pulled down, and replaced by Scott's 
beautiful copy of the Sainte Chapelle. Lovely 
as the modem chapel is, it has no right to 
exist ; the old chapel which was condemned as 
msecure, had to be knocked to pieces with 
gunpowder; it really was sacrificed to Gothic 
purism, like the old chapel of Balliol. 
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ing " ; by this the skin was scratched off from 
the lip to the chin, and the poor freshman was 
compelled to drink salt and water. Shaftesbury, 
too, was the ringleader in the "coursing" in 
the schools, a very disorderly proceeding. At 
Exeter with him was his future colleague in 
"the Cabal'* and subsequent enemy, ChfFord. 
But while dwelling on Exeter's statesman, 
we must not forget the name of John Ford, one 
of the greatest of the Jacobean dramatists, who 
matriculated in 1601, but seems to have left 
without a degree. 

Even more famous than Prideaux was the 
second great Puritan Rector, under the Com- 
monwealth, John Conant; his discipline was 
famous, though carried out in ways very differ- 
ent from those of our own day. He would 
visit his students in their rooms, and if he 
found them " turning over any modem author,*' 
he "would send them to Tully"; if any one 
cut chapel, or had his battels too high, he " must 
atone for his ^ult by some exercise, for the 
Rector was no friend to pecuniary mulcts, which 
too often punish the father instead of the son." 
As the result of this strictness, Exeter overflowed 
with students. Conant is an admirable instance 
of the way in which the intruded Puritans con- 
tinued the traditions of Oxford : he tried hard to 
dissuade Cromwell from making a University 
at Durham, "setting forth the dangers which 
threaten religion and learning by multipl3ring 
small and petty Academies.*' Conant, however, 
lost his place as Rector in 1662 for refusing to 
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submit to the Act of Conformity ; his successor, 
Maynardy was so great a contrast, being " much 
given to bibbing," that he was too much even 
for that not very scrupulous age, and he had to 
be compelled to resign. His successor also was 
removed by the Visitor. 

Exeter in the eighteenth century was one of 
the four Whig colleges, and gave great scandal 
at the hot election of 1755, by allowing the 
Whig voters to pass through its quadrangle to 
the hustings in Broad Street, and so elude a 
howling Jacobite mob, which was trying to 
prevent them voiting. The Vice-Chancellor, a 
strong Jacobite, censured " the infamous be- 
haviour of one college,'' and a war of pam- 
phlets was the result. To this century belong 
Exeter's one Archbishop of Canterbury, Seeker* 
(died 1 768 ),and the famous Hebraist, Kennicott.* 

In the first half of this century Exeter possessed 
in William Sewell one of the three leading tutors 
in the University. He was a man of ideas, and 
dreamed and wrote of " University Extension " 
nearly twenty years before Cambridge began to 
carry that idea into practice. Some may think 
that in founding Radley School he made a more 
solid contribution to education. His lectures 
were famous in Oxford for their discursiveness : 
"Why does he call it lectures on Plato, on 
Butler, and so on, when it is all lectures on 
Sewell ? " said one critic. It is recorded that 
men attended his lectures on Plato's Republic 
for half a term before they found out that they 
were not, as they thought, on St Paul's Epistle 
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to the Romans. At one of these lectures a 
book was, for the last time (1849), publicly 
burned in Oxford. Sewell was inveighing 
against "The Nemesis of Faith/' and when 
one of his pupils confessed that he had it in his 
possession, Sewell snatched the book from his 
hand and burned it at once. By a curious 
chance, the author, J. A. Froude, had been 
elected fellow at Exeter from Oriel only seven 
years before. Somewhat senior to Sewell was 
the well-known judge, John Taylor Coleridge 
(by PickersgillJ, the friend of Keble, who 
was elected fellow in 1812; thirty years after, 
his more famous son, John Duke Coleridge, 
better known as Lord Coleridge, a great orator, 
if not a great judge, was also elected fellow of 
Exeter. Almost contemporary with the elder 
Coleridge was Sir Charles Lyell,* the founder of 
modern geology, who owed his first interest in the 
subject to the lectures of Professor BuckUnd at 
Oxford. 

In our own day Exeter has been famous 
for its artist sons : Bume-Jones and William 
Morris were in residence there together in the 
'fifties, and have left a splendid memorial of 
their connection with it m the tapestrj', re- 
presenting "The Visit of the Magi,*' which 
adorns part of the S. wall o£ the Chapel. The 
glass in the Chapel is all by Clayton and Bell. 
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ORIEL COLLEGE 

pUILDINGS Of pre-Reformation Oriel 

there is no trace, except perhaps part of 
the E. wall of the College towards Grove 
Street. The present front quadrangle was built 
in the first half of the seventeenth century, be- 
tween 1619 and 1642; it should be compared 
with the front quadrangles of Wadham and 
University, which are contemporary. The 
statues over the steps are those of Edward II. 
and Charles I. Of the garden quadrangle 
(lying to the N.), the E. side was built 
in 1 7 19, and completed at the S. end in 
1817 ; the W. side in 1730. The Library, on 
the N. side of this quadrangle, was built from 
Wyatt's derign in 1788. 

npHE story of the foundation of Oriel reflects 

^ the troubled period at the end of the reign 

of Edward II. Its founder, Adam de Brome, 
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was that King's almoner, but about a year 
after he had obtained (1324) his charter, 
he transferred the college to the King (por- 
trait by Hudson, 1753), who was graciously 
pleased to refound it (1326). Within six 
months, however, Adam de Brome saw that the 
King's fortune was waning, and the college was 
once more transferred, this time to the Bishop 
of Lincoln, De Burghersh, who was a prominent 
supporter of Queen Isabella. The statutes were 
recast by him, and the authority of the Bishop 
of Lincoln as Visitor was henceforth recognised, 
till in 1726, as the result of a prolonged dispute 
in college, it was decided by the Court of 
Common Pleas that the original statutes of 
Edward IL were valid, and that the college 
was a royal foundation. To Edward IL is 
traditionally ascribed the gift of the magnificent 
silver cup still in' the possession of Oriel. 

Adam de Brome was Rector of St Mary's, 
Oxford (the chapel on the N. side of which 
bears his name, as he is buried there), and 
obtained permission to transfer the church and 
its revenues to his college. Edward III., in 
1328, added the Hospital of St Bartholomew 
at Cowley; the maintenance of the almsmen 
was charged on the fee farm rent of the city, 
and as to its payment there were frequent dis- 
putes between the college and the citizens ; 
Oriel, too, was accused of stealing for the 
benefit of St Mary's the famous relic of the 
skin of St Bartholomew. In our own day 
there have been constant disputes on a more 
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mundane subject — the disposal of the much- 
increased revenues of the hospital. The royal 
grant was intended not only to benefit the 
finances of Oriel, but also to provide its 
members with a refuge in times of plague. 
For this purpose the hospital was continually 
used. The fourteenth century chapel is still 
standmg, and is very picturesque. 

Almost at the same time the college received 
a grant of the tenement known as " La Oriole," 
which stood on part of the present site, and 
probably occupied it in 1329. The meaning of 
the name is a subject of much dispute ; most 
likely it refers to some architectural feature, 
though ** oratoriolumj^' i.f., oratory, has also 
been suggested. At any rate, almost from the 
beginnmg, the name ** Oriel " supplanted the 
proper title of the college, " St Mary's," at 
first in popular usage and then in formal docu- 
ments. 

Oriel was very poor during the first century 
of its existence, but there are two episodes in 
its history which are of great interest. The 
first is the dispute as to the Library which was 
bequeathed to the University by Bishop Cob- 
ham in 1327. He had built the chapel which 
still stands at the N.E. corner of St Mary's, to 
serve at once as a Congregation house and a 
Library ; but he died in debt, and Adam de 
Brome, as Rector of St Mary's, was allowed 
by the Bishop's executors to redeem the books 
firom pawn, and transfer them with the building 
to OrieL After his death, however, the Uni- 
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versity claimed the books, and in 1337 a body 
of students broke into the chapel and carried 
them off. Some thirty years later the Univer- 
mty proceeded to claim the building also, and 
the decision was given in their favour. Oriel, 
however, maintained its claim till 1410, when 
the matter was compromised ; the college 
waived its rights, on receiving a gift of fifty 
marks from Archbishop Arundel, who himself 
was an Oriel man. 

This prelate is connected, too, with the 
second episode. The Wycliffite party was 
strong in Oxford, which, as Archbishop 
Courtenay said, had become "a University 
of heresies " ; but there were other causes for 
this beside devotion to evangelical doctrine. 
The old feud of North and South had be- 
come mixed up in the struggle, and men also 
felt that academic independence was at stake. 
Hence, when Arundel proposed to visit the 
University, the Chancellor and proctors re- 
fused to allow him to enter ; and when the 
Archbishop laid the University under an inter- 
dict, the proctor, Byrche, an Oriel man, broke 
open the doors of St Mary's and said mass as 
usual. Arundel wrote to the King complaining 
of the "insolency of a company of boys" ; but 
though the University had to give way, the 
Chancellor and the proctors were allowed to 
retain their offices. Byrche's party among the 
fellows of Oriel were charged with the most 
eerious misconduct; they roamed the streets 
armed at all hours of the night, and had killed 

96 



ORIEL COLLEGE 

several persons in a riot, while one of them, 
Wilton, had knocked up the Provost at lo p.m^ 
caUed htm a liar, and challenged him to fight. 
However, nothing seems to have been done to 
the offenders, and the Dean of Oriel, Rote, 
also got off free, though he was accused of 
saying << The devil go with the Archbishop and 
break his neck*" Lollardism in the end was 
pretty well stamped out in Oxford, but we find 
the fellows of Oriel, even as late as 14549 
baying some of Wycliffe's works. 

Ttone is no ground for supposing that Lang'b 
land, the author of ** Piers Plowman," was an 
Oriel man, but another of the great English 
allegories, ** The Ship of Fools," was the work 
of Barclay, who was at the college about 1 500. 
The greatest name, however, by far at Oriel in the 
sixteenth century is that of Sir Walter Raleigh.* 
Perhaps it was through his connection with the 
a^ege that he made the acquaintance of Harriot, 
who shortly after was a member of St Mary's 
Hall, which was largely dependent on Oriel. 
Harriot took part in one of Raleigh's attempted 
colonies in Virginia, and wrote a curious account 
of the natives. 

In the seventeenth century the strife which 
was dividing England was amunngly reflected 
in the literary battle between two Oriel men 
— Prynne, the author of " Histriomastix," and 
his contemporary, Giles Widdowes, Vicar of 
Car&x. The latter had written a book called 
tile ** Lawless, Kneeless, Schismatical Puritan," 
and Prynne answered with <<Lame Giles his 
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Haultings." Prynne, however^ seems to have 
sapported his old college at the time of the 
Puritan Visitation, and only five fellows lost 
their places, of whom two were afterwards 
allowed to return. The Puritan Provost, too, 
contrived to hold his office after the Restora- 
tion. Besides these who have been mentioned. 
Oriel trained in the seventeenth century two 
Lord Chief Justices, the notorious Scroggs and 
the respected Holt. Early in the eighteenth 
century, Oriel had the honour of educating 
Bishop Butler,"^ though it must be added that 
he was so tired of the ** frivolous lectures and 
unintelligible disputations" which formed his 
college training, that he thought of migrating 
to Cambridge. He owed his rise from lowly 
birth to the golden see of Durham, not only to 
his merit as England's greatest Christian apolo- 
gist, but also to his having knoMm at college 
Edward Talbot, son of the Bishop of Durham, 
and brother of Lord Chancellor Talbot, who 
had himself been at Oriel fifteen years before. 
Almost equally well known is the name of 
Gilbert White of Selborne, who held his 
fellowship for fifty years ; he held also a small 
college living, but, according to the fashion of the 
time, was non-resident. He served the University 
as proctor in 1752, and in 1757 stood for the 
provostship of his college, but without success. 

But it is with the close of the century that 
Oriel suddenly rose under Provost Eveleigh to 
be the most intellectual college in Oxford. No 
conditions of residence had been attached to the 
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Founder's fellowships, and hence, as soon as 
elections were fairly conducted, Oriel had the 
best men in the IJniyersity as candidates, and 
for fifty years an Oriel fellowship was the *• blue 
ribbon'' of the Oxford graduate world. It 
was an Oriel fellow, Arnold,^ who re- 
formed the public school system, and to Oriel 
belonged that marvellous group of men, who in 
▼arious ways were to renew the life of the 
Church of England. Pusey went from Oriel to 
his professorship at Christ Church ; Keble^ was 
elected fellow in i8i i, though he did not reside 
long; Newman (*Oule88) became fellow in 
1 822, and it was at Oriel that he met Whately ♦ 
(afterwards Archbishop of Dublin^, who 
exercised, by repulsion, so strong an mfluence 
on his mind. It was the Provost, Dr Hawkins, 
who first planted in his mind the idea of 
<* tradition in Church matters, and who after- 
wards, by depriving him of his tutorship, struck 
so serious a blow at the prosperity of his college, 
and altered Newman's whole career. It was from 
the pulpit of the college living of St Mary's that 
Newman exercised the most important part of 
his wonderful influence.^ Bishop Wilberforce 
^ Keble*8 rodms were « up one pair of stairs, on the 
left," hi Staircase No. 2. Newman's were the corres- 
poniding rooms in No. 3, first floor to the right. He 
succeeded Whately, and found the last of his herrings 
still hanging from a strine; the frugal future Arch- 
bishop had always cooked his own breakfast. Under 
Newman's rooms were those of Dean Church. Dr 
Puaey's rooms were in No. i Staircase, first floor to 
the right, and were subsequendy occupied by Eraser,* 
the great Bishop of Manchester. 
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and his brothcrt, Hurrell Froude, and R. W. 
Church (afterwards Dean of St Paul's), all 
belong to the same period. Of a different 
school were the Ballioi scholar poets, Clough 
and M. Arnold (* Watts, in the Common 
Room), who both became fellows of Oriel. 

It is tempting Co speculate what might have 
b^en, had Keble been elected Provost in 1828, 
as he almost was; his successfid opponent 
Hawkins presided over his college for fifiy-four 
years ; he found it unquestionably the most dis- 
tinguished body in Oxford, he left it — like any 
other college. But even under his rule Oriel 
{H'oduced distinguished men : ^ Tom " Hughes, 
the author of ** Tom Brown's Schooldays," and 
Lord Goschen are familiar names; while the 
late Mr Cecil Rhodes (* Tennyson Cole) seems 
likely to take high rank among the builders of 
the Empire, and in Oxford his memory will 
be cherished as a munificent benefactor. 

Closely connected with Oriel College in 
history, and now finaUy united to it, is St 
Mary s Hall, which lies on Oriel Lane, nearer 
the High Street The buildings are very 
picturesque, especially the curious block with 
hall below and chapel above at the S.E. 
comer; this is not the least interesting of the 
many buildings put up in the first half of the 
seventeenth century. In the chapel there is a 
curious monument of an eighteenth century prin- 
cipal, the great Jacobite, Dr King, in which he 
records << Uiat though he had faults, he had also 
merits,'^ and ends that << though he had not 
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deapised death, he had not feared it." He 
deseires to be remembered DOt only as one of 
the last adherents of the Stuarts in Oxford, but 
also as having built the east side of his HalL 
The front to the street is later and belongs to 
the present century; some of the fifteenth 
century walls survive on the south side of the 
quadrangle. St Mar/s Hall is most hmoua 
for its students in Reformation times, — Sir 
Thomas More, the flower of English wit and 
scholarship, and Cardinal Allen, its principal, 
the most femous among those who refused 
to accept the Elizabethan Settlement. In our 
^own day it has been consecrated by the memory 
of the martyr bishop Hannington, commemorated 
in 1 897 by Hannington Hall, which was founded 
as a centre of missionary work, on the site of 
New Inn Hall, the old buildings of which were 
adapted for this new purpose. 

It is sad that modern << reform" has swept 
away all the old halls of Oxford — except 
St Edmund — ^and has thereby removed the relics 
of the earliest stage of the University, when 
colleges still were not. 

Non. — ^The ** halls " were originaily mere voluntary 
aModations for conveiiience of residence ; their " prin- 
cipal'' was elected by all the members. Their dis- 
tinguishing mark in recent times has been the absence 
of any governing body of fellows; the principal Is 
nominated by tome putside authority, «'.«. usually some 
college. 
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IX 

QUEEN'S COLLEGE 

DUILDINGS.— Medieval Queen's has com- 
pletely disappeared^ nor has even the original 
arrangement of the parts been preserved; only 
the entrance in Queen's Lane remains where 
it has always been. The oldest part of the 
present buildings is the East side of the back 
quadrangle, which dates from the time of 
Charles II.; this quadrangle was finally com- 
pleted by the Library whiqh was begun in 1693 
and completed in 1696. The upper part of 
this building is probably the most ornate classi- 
cal room in Oxford, and has a fine plaster 
ceiling and elaborate carving (by G. Gibbons). 
The collection of books disputes with those of 
Christ Church and All Souls the honour of 
being the best college library in Oxford. 

The Hall of the College was begun in 1713, 
and the foundation stone of the chapel laid in 
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17 14; the front quadrangle was not completed 
dl] after 1730; die earliest part of it was 
the West side with its cloister, which was 
finished in 1710. Thfe quadrangle was built 
by Hawksmoor, Wren's pupil ; the master him- 
self designed the Chapel, and thought it one of 
his best works. The front quadrangle of Queen's 
(fiflputes with Peckwater Quadrangle at Christ 
Church, the honour of being the finest piece of 
college building in Oxford in the Italian style. 

The chapel windows are interesting ; the two 
western ones on each side contain glass of the 
early sixteenth century, and the rest seventeenth 
century glass by the younger Van Linge, but 
they were largely ** restored'* by Price when 
transferred to the new chapel ( 1 7 1 7 ). 

By a curious fatality the west wing of the 
front quadrangle at Queen's has been twice the 
scene of a fire, once in 1778, and again in 
1 886. It was on the former occasion that the 
Provost of the day, Dr Fothergill, nearly lost 
his life for the sake of decorum. He was sought 
for in vain, and had been given up, when he 
suddenly emerged from the burning pile, full 
dressed as usual, in wig, gown and bands. 
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QUEEN'S C9LLEGE.wa»i (from the fim) 
stamped with a marked cnaracter by its 
founder ; it was more distinctly religious than 
the older colleges, and its fellows were expressly 
required to take holy orders. This character 
was symbolically carried out in the arrangements 
prescribed by its statutes. The Provost and 
twelve fellows were to correspond in number to 
our Lord and his apostles, the <* seventy dis- 
ciples" were represented by the "poor boys" 
whose education was provided for, and who 
were to be "opposed," i.^., questioned in their 
studies, by one of the fellows every night before 
they were allowed to dine. ; The arrangement of 
the Provost and fellows at dinner was the tradi- 
tional arrangement of the Last Supper, and their 
robes were to recall the colour of the blood of 
the Lord. 

It may be more than accident that this quaint 
symbolism is markedly preserved in Queen's. 
StiU, on January ist, the Bursar presents to each 
guest at the Gaudy, a needle and a silk thread, of 
3ie colour of his faculty, with the words: "Take 
this and be thrifty"; the needle and thread 
{aigmlle et JUf) are said to be a pun on " Egles- 
neld," the founder's name. Still, on Christmas 
Day, the college celebrates the " Boar's Head " 
dinner, with the old carol — 

The boar*8 head in hand bear I, 
Bedecked with bays and rosemary.** 

This is said to commemorate the presence of 

mind of an early Queen's man who, being 
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charged by a wild boar on Shotover^ choked it 
by stuffing his ** Aristotle '' into its mouthy while 
he shouted ^* Gntcum eitf" Still every nighty 
as from the founder's time^ the fellows are 
summoned to dinner by the sound of the trumpet, 
and the old name for the boys, Le. " Taberdar," 
is preserved for the eight senior scholars, and in 
the title of the Junior Common Room. * -^ 

The founder's arrangements were very minute 
and full, and ranged from the direction of the 
students' studies to the washing of their heads | 
for this latter purpose a barber was provided, as 
one of the long list of college servants. There 
were also minute arrangements as to discipline; 
no bows and arrows were to be allowed to the 
fellows, nor might they have dogs in college ; all 
musical instruments, too, were forbidden, except 
at special times of common recreation. For these^ 
however, due provision was made ; and the college 
still uses the magnificent loving-cup, given it by 
the founder, consisting of an aurochs' horn 
mounted in silver gilt — ^probably this has been 
in constant use longer than any other plate in 
England. Another curious arrangement of the. 
founder was the appointment of a night watch**, 
man, whose duty it was to ** whistle at the usual 
times in the night, that the students might know 
when it was better to sleep and when to work." 
In one respect Queen's marks an important 
departure in University history; it was the 
first coUege in which arrangements were made 
for the systematic instruction of non- graduate 
students. The *' poor boys " are a more direct 
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anticipatbn of the modem ^ scholar " than had 
previously been mack ; and it is at Queen's that 
the word << Fellow'' (Socsw) is first distinctly 
used for sifuil member of the society. 

The founder9;to whom all these elaborate 
arrangements were due, was a North - country 
prietty Robert Egiesfield, chaplain of Queen 
rhilippa. The benefit of his foundation was 
practically restricted to his own part of the 
world, and Queen's has retained, even in spite 
of recent changes, a more strongly marked local 
connection than any other college. Eglesfield 
was conscious that his own means were inade- 
qoate to carry out his scheme fully, and he 
commended his college to his royal mistress. 
The connection thus established with the queens 
consort of England has always been maintained ; 
Queen Henrietta Maria,* Queen Caroline (wife 
of George IL), Queen Charlotte, and of Queens 
regnant, Elizabeth, who gave the name *< Queen's " 
and the present seals, are prominent in the long 
roll of college benefactors. 

Queen's is famous in University history rather 
for her distinguished sons, than as the scene of 
any events of special importance. The rooms 
were, at first, more than adequate for members of 
the foundation, and hence distinguished lodgers 
were taken in ; it was in this capacity that 
Wycliffe, perhaps, resided there on his return 
to Oxford, after he had resigned the Master- 
ship of Balliol. Nicholas of Hereford, who 
aided him in translating the Bible, was a fellow, 
aad the Provost and three fellows were expelled 
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as WyclifEtcs id 1376. They took away with 
them the common seal and various jewels and 
keys, and the college had some trouble in re* 
covering the missing property. Other dis- 
tinguished lodgers, according to tradition, were 
Edward, the Black Prince, and King Henry V. ; 
of the latter, there are two interesting memorials, 
an early portrait on glass in the Library, which de- 
scribes lum as ** bostium victor et /w,' and a most 
interesting contemporary picture in the Common 
Room. 

In the seventeenth century, it was a fellow 
of Queen's who planned the fortifications of 
Charles round Oxford $ and the college com- 
plained that, while it had loyally done its share 
of these, the men of Magdden had neglected 
theirs, and prayed to be freed from such in- 
effective coadjutors. It gave the King 193 lbs. 
of plate, more than any other college except 
Magdalen and All Souls. 

In the Revolution two Queen's men played 
prominent parts on opposite sides. Compton, 
the Bishop of London, who presented his college 
with an organ, was one of those who invited 
William III. over, and afterwards crowned him ; 
while Cartwright,* the dme-serving Bishop <rf 
Chester, was a prominent member of the High 
Commission Court, and one of those who, by 
his subservience, lured James II. on to his ruin. 

Inmiediately after the Revolution the college 

had the misfortune to be robbed by Magdalen 

of its most distinguished son, Joseph Addison,* 

who mignted on being offered a demyslup 
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by the President of Magdalen. By a curious 
fate the most famous poet of Queen's, William 
CoUins, migrated to Magdalen forty years later 
in a precisely similar way. But though Addison 
left Queen's, his friend Tickell (♦by Kneller) 
remained. Queen's, too, had the doubtful honour 
of training the dramatist Wycherley. 

In the eighteenth century Jeremy Bentham, 
who was at the college, speaks in the most bitter 
terms of it ; he learned nothing, he said, except 
" mendacity and insincerity." As, however, he 
took his degree (1763) at the age of sixteen, he 
is perhaps not a witness to be treated very 
seriously. A large amount of interesting infor- 
mation as to the college is to be found in the 
letters of a much more obscure student, John 
James, who resided at Queen's from 1778 to 
1782. They have been published by the 
Oxford Historical Society, and show how, even 
in the idle days of the eighteenth century, men 
worked hard and read widely. 

Two other distinguished students of this period 
were William Mitford, the first scholarly his- 
torian of Greece, and a vigorous Tory, and 
Francis Jeffrey, the first editor of the great Whig 
review. 

It was in the eighteenth century that Queen's 
received the splendid benefaction of Lady Eliza- 
beth Hastings,^ the object of Steele's oft-quoted 
panegyric, ** To love her is a liberal education." 
She set about forwarding this in a more practical 
way bv leaving her estates in South Yorks to 
Queen 8 G)llege9 to found five exhibitions of jQiS 
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t year each for the scholars of certain Nortb- 
coantry schools. Her expressed expectation that 
the estate would increase in value firom its mineral 
wealth has been fiilly realised ; some fifteen exhi- 
bitions of ^^90 a year each are now given. The 
arrangements of the will of ^^ Lady Betty/' as she is 
lovingly called in the college, are still largely main- 
tained, but not in one point. She provided that 
the names of the eight best candidates should be 
put in an ** urn or vase/' and that those whidi 
were drawn out first should be duly elected ; this 
arrangement <Meft something to Providence,** 
and was arranged by her on the advice of the 
learned and pious Bishop Wilson. It was last 
used in 1859, when the hat of the Provost's ser- 
vant did duty as a ^^vase." In our own day 
the late Archbishop of York, Dr Thomson,* was 
successively Tutor and Provost of Queen's. 
According to a college tradition he owed his 
success in life to a musical man in the rooms 
above, who was so trying that, according to 
Oxford custom, the iMtxxTt Archbishop pro- 
ceeded to ''rag" him. For this he was sent 
down by the college for a term, and so had time 
to turn over a new leaf and begin to work. His 
rooms in the back quadrangle are commemorated, 
according to the laudable custom of Queen's, by 
an inscription over the door. 

Closely connected with Queen's is the depen- 
dent foundation of St Edmund Hall, the only 
surviving example of a system of University lite 
older than the college foundations. The halls were 
originally independent self-governing bodies, but 
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In the chapel proper, the windows on the S. 
side are good Flemish glass of the seventeenth 
century, while the much inferior ones opposite 
are partly Flemish, but largely the work of W. 
Price, who "repaired** them (1740). In the 
Hall the fine linen-pattern panelling was the gift 
of Archbishop Warham, and resembles that 
of Magdalen* The proportions of this room, 
otherwise the most beautiful in Oxford, were 
spoiled by the injudicious raising of the roof at 
the time of Sir Gilbert Scott's restoration. In 
the front quadrangle the harmony of the 
founder's design was ruined in the seventeenth 
century, by the addition of a third storey, and 
by the modernization of the windows. 

Since the founder's time, the back quadrangle 
has been added, expanding picturesquely in imita- 
tion of the palace at Versailles ; it was finished 
in 1684. The new buildings in Holywell St., 
the most terrible of all the outrages on modem 
Oxford, were the work of Sir Gilbert Scott 
(1872-6), and even more recent is the house 
at the East end of these (1886), which was 
designed by Mr Champneys. The front to 
Holywell St. is now (1896-8) being made 
"4 
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coDtinttoiis. The Gardens are remarkable for 
Mount ** Parnassus " (said to have been erected 
for Charles' artillery, but certainly older), and 
for the beautiful angle of the City WalL 

^^ILLIAM of Wykeham, the "sole and 
munificent founder of the two Saint 
Mary Winton colleges,'' is the greatest name 
on the roll of Oxford founders $ his work at 
Oxford was not so important as that of Walter 
de Merton, but he is much better known for. his 
career as a statesman than is the fowider of the 
college system; he plays a less important part 
in English history than does Cardinal Wolsey» 
but his work in Oxford remained, while 
Wolsey's was marred by his autocratic master. 
He was a great statesman -ecclesiastic, who rose 
to distinction as surveyor of Edward III.'s 
building operations ; the Castle at Windsor espe- 
cially was half rebuilt by him. In fact, had he 
not been a statesman and a founder, he would 
have been remembered as an architect; the 
Perpendicular style may have been devised at 
Gloucester, but it was Wykeham's work in 
Winchester Cathedral and in New College, 
which first showed the magnificent possibilities 
of this most characteristically English of Gothic 
styles. For this devotion to building he was 
attacked by WyclifFe, who says that patrons 
will present a man << wise of building of castles 
or worldly doing, though he cannot read well 
lus psalter." Wykeham, m £ict, was one of 
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the greatest pluralists of the time, and generous 
as he was, he can hardly be considered to have 
been a great spiritual force in any sense of the 
word ; but he was merciful and tolerant in days 
when the clergy were beginning to persecute, he 
was a champion of English liberty against the 
reckless encroachments of John of Gaunt, and 
above all, he profoundly influenced English 
education by his colleges. He saw that the 
ravages of the Black Death had terribly thinned 
the ranks of the clergy ; he saw that men every- 
where were beginning to question the order of 
things established in Church and in State ; he saw 
that the religious orders were false to their profes- 
sions, and therefore he designed to apply some of 
his great wealth to training men for the Church. 
There is an interesting and almost contemporary 
portrait of him in the Warden's lodgings (not 
generally shown to the public^, while on the 
left hand of the sanctuary in the chapel can be 
seen his magnificent olver-gilt crozier ; his altar 
tomb in his cathedral is well known. 

With his college at Winchester we have 
nothing to do here, except so far as it was to 
be, and has been, the training school for his 
Oxford students ; but it was in itself the more 
important of his two foundations, and has served 
as a model for the English public-school system. 
His college in Oxford bears the significant tide 
of " New *' ; hitherto Merton had been the col- 
lege, of which all others were comparatively 
feeble copies ; now it in turn was quite eclipsed. 
It is a striking testimony to the age of Oxford 
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that its « New College '* has celebrated its fire 
hundredth anniversary* 

William of Wykeham obtained his college 
charter in i379» but it was not till April 14, 
1386, that his society, which had been in exist- 
ence for ten years or more, at the neighbouring 
Hart Hall and elsewhere, took solemn possession 
of their new home, entering ** with cross erects 
and singing a solemn litany. 

Wykeham's foundation only marked the final 
triumph of the sysbm which Walter de Merton 
had begun^ but in several points it was a new 
departure. It was more religious than any of 
the previous foundations except Queen's ; not 
only were its fellows required to take orders as 
soon as possible, but the members of New Col- 
lege had to go to mass daily — the first instance 
of daily ** compulsory chapel." 

Again the new foundation was on a scale of 
magnificence htr exceeding even Mertoft. Ample 
provision was made for the establishment of the 
Warden, who was to be housed and equipped like 
the abbot of a great monastery — e.g,^ he might 
keep no less than six horses, and special allow- 
ances are given at the common table for the 
entertainment of guesu. It seems curious that 
ladies were frequently entertsdned at this in the 
fifteenth century; but in some respects the 
fifteenth century was more lax (or shall we 
say ** more reasonable " ?) than the nineteenth. 

Educationally, Wykeham's great innovation, 
apart from the connection which he established 
between his colleges at Winchester and at Ox- 
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(ordf wa8 the proviuon' which, he made for 
definite instruction within the walls of hit 
cplkge. Hitherto, with the unimportant ex- 
ception of the ^^boys" at Merton and at 
Queen' t» all students had obtained their teach- 
ing in the public ** schools '^ of the University ; 
by Wykeham's arrangement, the younger of his 
scholars were to go to an elder (as ^Mnfor- 
mator"), and special fees were paid to those 
who discharged this duty. In this way was 
founded the system of tutorial instruction which 
has gradually superseded the general teaching of 
the University. No doubt, in the end Oxford 
suffered from the devek^ment of this system, 
which, till quite recent years, made the college 
everything, and the University nothing ; but in 
the fourteenth century the teaching of '^the 
schools" was becoming mechanical, and hard 
to maintain, and the early Wykehamists gained 
greatly by the special instruction which was pro- 
vided for them. 

The college statutes are most minute in their 
orders as to the conduct of the students, being 
more than three times as long as. those of Mer- 
toQ^i All amusements seem barred — not only 
tJ^ '< shooting with arrows, stones, or other mis- 
olee," and ** illicit ^mes, especially those played 
for money," but even games at chess or with 
b^l* The founder thinks it necessary to pro- 
hibit *' dancing, wrestling, or other incautious or 
inordmate games " in chapel. The only recrea- 
tion which he allows his scholars is that on 
festivals, round the fire in Hall,, they may» 
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after their meal, indulge in ** onging or reading 
ohroaicles of the realm and wonders of the 
world." If the specimen as to King Edgar, 
which Warton quotes, really represents the 
** chronicles '' wluch they sang, the singing 
must have been a dreary affair. 

The first Warden of Winchester, Cranley 
(his brass is in the college chapel), who was 
afterwards Warden of New College, became 
Archbishop of Dublin, and his success was 
but one of many among the earlj Wyke- 
hamists. Chichele» the founder of AH Souls, 
and* Warham, the patron of Erasmus, both 
became Archbishops of Canterbury. Almost 
equally famous is William of Waynflete, the 
foqnder of Magdalen. But more important, 
from an educational point of view, is the con- 
nection between New College and the early 
Renaissance. Warden Chandler, himself no 
mean scholar^ brought into the college as 
« Praelector '' of Greek the Italian, Vitelli, 
(me of whose pupils, Grocyn, was the first 
Englishman who lectured on Greek at Oxford $ 
he had the great Erasmus for a hearer, and 
was the honoiured friend of Colet, the Dean of 
St p2|ul's. Erasmus says of him that he pub- 
lished nothing but one epistle, ** for he had so 
nice a taste that he would rather write nothing 
than write ill,'' an excuse which has often been 
alleged since for the non-productiveness of Ox- 
ford's most learned and honoured sons. Another 
Wykehamist, Stanbridge, was Master of Mag- 
dalen College School, and so a leader b the 
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movement for bringing the ^ new learning '' 
down from the Unirersity to the school-room. 
Above all, in Warham* the Aj-chbishop, 
Humanism found a ^< truly royal patron ** ; 
for, again to quote Erasmus, ** he let no 
(scholar) leave him disappointed." ** All who 
have gathered good from my writings must 
thank him for it. ' 

In spite of this devotion to the new learning. 
New College was strongly opposed to the changes 
of the Reformation. Its Warden, Dr London, 
was rash enough to write warmly in praise of 
the Catholic ty&odoxj of Wolse/s new founda- 
tion. Cardinal College ; but he was one of the 
foremost in hunting down heresy when it 
declared itself there, " puffing, blustering, and 
blowing like a hungry and greedy lion seeking 
his prey" (as he is described in the pathetic 
narrative of Dalaber; see p. 27); he even 
used astrology to track out the fugitives. In his 
own college he confined one of his felloWs, 
Quinley, in the Tower, till he died of cold aiid 
hunger. When he was dying, his friends were 
admitted to him, and asked him if he could eat 
anything. **A Warden pie,'* was his grim 
reply : when they took him to mean a ** pie of 
baked pears," he explained that he wanted the 
«< Wardens of Winchester and New College 
baked," and then "after his prayers, slept 
sweetly in the Lord." London afterwards 
degraded himself by serving as Henry's tool in 
coUecting evidence against the monasteries ; but 
he came to a bad ettd, for, being convicted of 
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disgraceful conduct, he was put to stand in 
the piiloryy and died of shame in th^ Fleet 
prison. 

London, in his zeal against the old state of 
things, actually went so far as to attack the 
character of his own founder, Wykeham ; but, 
to give even the blackest their due, it must be 
added that he seems to have tried hard, though 
without much success, to turn the confiscated 
monastic property in Oxford to the benefit of 
the city and the encouragement of its trade. 

Other prominent partisans of the Pope were 
the mendacious historian Harpsfield, and Saun- 
ders, the Papal legate, who organized rebellion 
against Elizabeth. 

In the period between the Reformation and the 
great Rebellion, New College trained Lake, the 
Bishop of Chichester, one of the few Wardens 
who have been authors [there is an excellent 
portrait of him in Hall by (perhaps) C. Jansen]| ; 
Sir Henry Wotton, the friend of Dr Donne, 
whose feelings on his last visit to his old school 
at Winchester (sympathetically described by 
Walton) will come home to many a public 
school man in our own day ; and Richard Hay- 
dock, who used to preach in his sleep ; his fame 
was so great that King James L heard of him, 
and ^<sat up most of the night attending the 
event," till the preacher began. His discourse 
was most suspicious, for he inveighed against 
the Pope and the last canons of the Church of 
England, and the British Solomon had not much 
difficulty io proving him to be an impostor. 
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In the CivU War, New Q)llege suffered 
severely; Antony Wood, who was a boy at its 
choir school, relates how the << scholars did some-* 
times train in New College quadrangle " ; as might 
be expected, there was ^* no holding of the school- 
boys in their school in the cloister " ; ** some of 
them were so besotted with the training — that 
they could never be brought to their books again." 
The school was soon turned out of its place, 
when the King put his magazine in the Cloister 
and Tower, and moved to ** a dark nasty room " 
at the E. end of the Hall, *< which made the 
scholars often complain, but in vain/' When 
Oxford surrendered, almost a clean sweep was 
made of the members of the foundation, but as 
Wykehamists were nominated in their places the 
Puritan party gained little; when the new 
Warden, who was not a Wykehamist, " sconced " 

if.^., fined) the fellows for cutting the long 
^uritan prayers, the college remitted the sconces, 
and in 1654 Eveljrn found the college chapel 
^^ in its ancient garb, notwithstanding the scrupu- 
losity of the times.*' 

In the final struggle for English liberty ^two 
of the " seven bishops " were New College men, 
Ken,* Bishop of Bath and Wells, and Turner, 
Bishop of Ely, and Holloway, the only Judge 
who boldly defied James II. by declaring the 
law of England to be on the side of the Bishops, 
was a fellow Wykehamist. 

New College now fell on evil times, and it is 
in the eighteenth century that the proverb with 
regard to it was especially true, that <Mt had 
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golden scholars^ silver bachelors, and leaden 
masters." This was the natural result of a 
system, which guaranteed to a well-trained boy 
a provision in life as soon as he had passed from 
Winchester and obtained his scholarship at Ox- 
ford. But in Bishop Lowth,* New College 
fiimishes one notable exception ; his lectures, on 
the Poetry of the Hebrews, delivered as Pro- 
fessor of Poetry at Oxford, were the foundation 
of the scientific criticism of the Old Testament. 
He records his obligations to his University in a 
fine passage, which expresses the feeling of many 
Oxford men: ^'I enjoyed all the advantages, 
both public and private, which that seat of learn- 
ing affords. I spent many years in that illustrious 
society in a well-regulated course of useful dis- 
cipline and studies, and in the agreeable and im- 
proving commerce of gentlemen and of scholars; 
in a society where emulation without envy; 
ambition without jealousy, contention without 
animosity incited industry, and awakened genius, 
where a liberal pursuit of knowledge and a 
genuine freedom of thought was raised, en- 
couraged, and pushed forward by example, by 
commendation, and by authority." 

A New College man of the same spirit as 
Lowth, though of less genius, was the learned 
editor of the Septuagint, Dr Holmes ; yet how 
different he was from the majority of his con- 
temporaries among the fellows may be seen horn 
the story of the competition between New 
College and All Souls as to the merits of their 
negus. The question between the brews was so 
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even that the common room men of Queen's 
and B. N. C had to be called in as judges, and 
gave the preference to New College. 

Towards the end of the eighteenth century 
New College sent forth a student whose views 
differed widely from the then prevailing tone in 
Oxford; Sydney Smith* was a bold reformer of 
abuses in the days when the Church of England 
generally was identified with the blankest Tory- 
ism ; but, unfortunately, there are few Oxford 
traditions as to this, the wittiest of her sons.^ 

The nineteenth century has seen the removal 
o£ the two abuses which in the previous period 
had done so much to spoil the efficiency of 
William of Wykeham's College. The rights 
of "founder's kin" were at last swept away, 
although the first atuck on them, that of the 
Wykehamist, Augustus Hare, joint author of the 
** Guesses at TruUi," had been in vain. Equally 
important was the voluntary renunciation by the 
college in 1834 of the curious privilege which 
its fellows had enjoyed of taking degrees 
without examination. The origin of this is 
somewhat technical,^ but is a notable instance 
of how the best statutes, if literally observed, 
may come in process of time to defeat their 
own object. The founder had forbidden his 
scholars to avail themselves of any of the 
** graces," or dispensations from University 
lectures and duties, which were so frequent as 
short cuts to the mediaeval degree. Gradually 

^ He was one of the first presidents of the Junior 
Common Room. 
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these lectares and duties had become a pure 
fonn ; but when Laud in the seventeenth cen- 
tury, and the famous statute of iSoo, sub- 
stituted real examinations for the old forms, 
the degenerate Wykehamists still claimed ex- 
emption; hence, what the founder had meant 
as a security for industry, became a shield for 
idleness. 

In 1857 a further reform was carried out by 
the University Commission. Only half the 
fellowships are now reserved for Winchester 
men, while there are a few open scholarships; 
but Wykehamists may boast, with good reason, 
that the strength of New College lies in its 
connection with its sister foundation, and that^ 
with sonie brilliant exceptions, its best scholars 
still come from Winchester. 

•In our- own day the whole character of the: 
college has been changed ; from being a small 
foundation, consisting almost entirely of scholars, 
it has become one of the largest bodies in 
Oxford, and the Winchester element is a com« 
paratively small minority ; but the whole college 
still proudly adopts the motto which was given 
to the scholars of St Mary Winton by their 
fbmnder^ ** Manners makyth Man." 

. MoTt.—:The newest buildings, £u:ing Holywell Straet, 
have been ingeniously joined to the older ones by a fine 
tovrer {1%$%), called the « Robinson" tower: it is a 
memorial of the late bursar, whose premature death in 
1S95 wsis one of the greatest losses of modern Oxford. 
His portrait (Herkomer) hangs in the Hail, and his 
statue adorns the inner side of his tower. 

1 J29 



( 



XI 

LINCOLN COLLEGE 

DUILDINGS ^The tower and the rooma 

over it date from the Founder's time. 
Immediately after were added the N. side of 
the front quadrangle and the Hall. In 1464 
the Rector's house, at the South end of the 
Rally was begun by the executors of Bishop 
Beckington; his rebus, a <* beacon in a ton," can 
still be seen on the S. side of the quadrangle, 
though this biulding itself is later, having been 
put up by Bishop Rotherham about 1475. 

The Chapel was Consecrated in 1631, and the 
whole of the second quadrangle dates from 
about the same time, i.^.^ 1610-1631. In 
spite of the injudicious addition of the battle- 
ments, which are modem, the front quadrangle 
at Lincoln is one of the most pleasing examples 
of pre-Reformation domestic architecture which 
Oxford possesses. The Chapel is distinguished 
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by its fine wood-carvingy and by its contemponry 
glassy which b traditionally said to be foreign. 

npHE crushing of the Wycliffite movement at 
*" the beginning of the fifteenth century 
marks the close of intellectual activity in 
mediaeval Oxford ; but colleges still continue 
to be founded, and two of these, Lin«toln and 
All Souls, are more distincdy reactionary in 
character than any of the earlier fi:>undaUO]». 
The founder of Lincoln College, Richard 
Fleming, Bishop of Lincoln, had been in his 
early days a sympathiser with the Lollards; he 
was a leading man in Oxford, and as Proctor 
had drawn up the copy of the old statutes, 
which the University still possesses. But 
advancing years, and possibly advancing fortunes, 
brought with them greater caution, and almost 
in the. last year of his life, 1429, Fleming 
foundcfd.his ^* little college of theologians," ^^to 
defend the mysteries of the sacred page against 
these ignorant laics, who profimed with swinkh 
snouts its most holy pearls.'^ It is a curious 
irony of fate, that by hi the most femous scholar 
of Fleming's "litde college" is John Wesley, 
the Wycliffe of the eighteenth century. Lin- 
coln College at first had for the chidf part of 
its endowment the revenues of the three 
diurches, St Michael's, All Samts, and St 
Mildred's,' which were impropriated by the 
founder for its benefit $ the college sdO has the 
patronage of the two first of these, while St 
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Mildred's hac disappeared to make way for tne 
present buildings, ocanty as the revenues were, 
they were coveted by the greedy courtiers of 
Edward IV.y and as the college had obtained 
its charter from Henry VL, it might have 
gone hard with it under his Yorkist rival, had 
not George Neville, Archbishop of York and 
brother of the king-maker, Warwick, interceded. 
Even then the college was not secure, but it 
found another and even more efficient protection 
io Rotheram,* Bishop of Lincoln and Archbishop 
of York ; this prelate is accused by some of a 
vhare in the intrigues of Richard III., but as a 
pious founder he takes a high rank iq both the 
Universities. His sympathy with Lincoln was 
moved by the sermon which the Rector preached 
before him; taking as his text Psalm IxxX. 14- 
1 5, ** Behold aiid visit this vine, and the vine- 
yard which thy right hand hath planted,'^ he 
drew so touching^ a picture of the state of the 
college^ that the Bishop at once promised to 
undertake its protection. He was as' good as 
his word; he gave it a new charter and new 
statutes, he increased its revenues, and com- 
pleted its buildings. Henceforth it is no longer 
a struggling foundation, but takes its definite 
position as a college in the University. 

As in most of the Oxford colleges, the 
majority at Lincoln was against the changes of 
the Reformation ; there is a pathetic interest m 
the record of the Register as to the death of 
Queen Mary, the only record which relates to 
evenu ouuuie the college, and anconnected 
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with it: <^In the year of our Lord, 1558, and 
in Noyembery died the lady of most holy 
memory, Mary Queen of England, and Reginald 
Poole, Cardinal and Archbishop of Canterbury. 
At this date the following were Rectoi and 
Fellows of Lincob College.'^ The last entry 
seems to imply that the members of the founda- 
tion felt that the deluge was upon them $ and 
they were right, for the Rector and his two 
successors were all in succession deprived, and 
two of them, Babington and Bridgwater, had to 
flee to th^r Roman Catholic friends beyond 
sea. So low was the college brought that in 
1606 only the Rector and three fellows re- 
mained. But eight more were then elected at 
once, of whom the most famous was the last on 
the roll, Robert Sanderson, one of the greatest 
names in Oxford theology and logic ; in the 
rer y next year he was made lecturer in logic. 
As a student he was remarkable, for he read 
regularly eleven hours a day ; his compendium 
of logic was still studied in Oxford at the end 
of the eighteenth century; while his character 
and piety fitted him for the part of mediator 
between the opposing parties in the Church, 
though unfortunately his efforts were without 
•uccess. He has left an enduring mark in the 
service of the Church of England in the stately 
eloquence of the Introduction to the Prayer 
Book (^It hath been the wisdom of the 
Chturch of England"), which Was written by 
him. 

Lincoln, like so many other colleges in 

»3S 



( 



OXFORD AND ITS COLLEGES 

Oxford, increased in dnmbers and buildings 
during die days of the Laudian reform. The 
benefactor of the college, however, was Land's 
rival, the Lord Keeper Williams,* the last 
ecclesiastic who had that high ofHce. In spite 
of its increasing wealth the state of discipline at 
Lincoln seems to have been far from satis- 
factory; the college recwd tells of *<most 
cruel and barbarous assaults," not only of 
B. A.'s on undergraduates, but of the fellows 
on each other; in 1636 it records that *^Mt 
Kil bye's hce was sore bruised and beaten,'' but 
the fellow ^idio had done the mischief, Mr 
Webberley, seems to have got off easily, only 
paying ^^the charge of the surgeon for healing 
of Mr Kilbye's ^ce." It would seem as if the 
whip of the Sub- Rector must have been allowed 
to fie idle; this scourge of four tails is still 
preserved in college (a genuine mediaeval relic), 
though it serves only as a symbol of authority, 
and no longer as an instrument of government. 

But a better period was beginning fbr Lincoln, 
during which it was under die government of a 
succession of strong and good Rectors. The first 
of these, Nathanael Crewe,* was only Rector 
for four years (1664- 1668), but he ranks high 
among the benefactors of his college and the 
University. It is said that his liberality was to 
have been extended to rebuilding the whole 
college, but fortunately the fellows offended him, 
and mediaeval Lincoln was ^red. Mr Andrew 
Clark, the learned editor of Antony Wood, 
draws attention to the curious i&tality which 
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hOB ' made his college quarrel with bene&ctor 
after benefactor ; Bishop Smithy the founder of 
B. N. C, had intended to have benefitted Lin- 
ctAtif and the famous Dr RadcliiFe, who was a 
fellow of Lincoln, transferred part of his bene- 
fiictions to his old college of University, which 
he had intended to give to his new college.'' 

During this century of good goyemment, 
Lincoln was the home of many famous scholars^ 
Hickes, the non-juring Dean of Worcester, 
whoM monumental Thesaurus is still (after 
two centuries^ a standard work, and Potter 
(afterwards ot University College, and finally 
Archbishop of Canterbury) were both fellows. 
Bvt it is not by its men of learning that a 
edlege is remembered^ and the most glorious 
name on the roll of Lincob at this period is 
that of John Wesley, who was elected fellow 
in 1716. For nine years he lived in college, 
occupying, according to tradition, the rooms 
over die passage from the first into the chapel 
quadrangle : in the Hall is preserved the 
portrait of him, which has been recently ac- 
quired by the college ; though much damaged, 
it is especially interesting, as being the only 
likeness of him in his youth, while still a tutor 
at Oxford. 

It was during this period of quiet work that 
Wesley and his friends and followers gained the 
name of << Methodists^" from the care with 
wfaidi they observed all the services and duties 
prescribed by the Church; the first du^ per- 
fi^rmed 'iiy: Wesley as fellow waa to preach 
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UiuTernty. It is a pity that he spoiled his 
example of what a great scholar should be by 
systematic ne^ct of his duties as Rector. To 
t&is last period in the history of the college 
bekmg the names of John Morley, the bio-> 

rpher of Voltaire and Rousseau ; and of J. 
Morison, the biographer of St Bernard. 
It is sad that the ill-health and premature 
death of the latter, ^nd that ^ claims of 
politics on the former, have robbed English 
fiteratore of historical work of permanent ralue ; 
petiiape his biography of Mr G\stdstotte may be 
th!e beginning for Mr Morley of a return to his 
real career. The present Sub-Rector, Mr 
Warde Fowler, has a literary reputation which 
is^rare in modem Oxford ; his works on ancient 
history may appeal only to the few, but his 
** Tales of €he Birds'' mark him out as the 
most sympa^etic student of bird life of our day. 
The present Rector, Di^ Merry (♦ C. Johnson) 
as- Public Orator presierTes the old Oxford 
tradition that Latin should be a spoken as 
well as a written language, and by his wit has 
enlii^ned the official dulness of many C6m^ 
memorations. ' 



140 



XII 

ALL SOULS CX)LLEGE 

DUILDINGS — The front quadrangle re- 
mains as the Founder left it, except that 
the old windows were cut square in the seven- 
teepth century. The front towards the High 
Street and St Catherine's Street was re&ced in 
the early part of this century, but the original 
earring over the gateway remains, representing 
the souls in Purgatory. The Chapel, however, 
has been very much restored. Its interior was 
wrecked by the Visitors of Edward VI. in 
1549, and seems to have remained almost a 
ruin for a century. After submitting to a 
seventeenth century ** restoration," it has been 
<« gothicised " again in our own time, but the 
general effect outside is cold and hard. Much . 
of the glass in the ante-chapel is contem- 
porary with the Founder, and one window- 
that on the north — contains excellent portraits 
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of him, of Henry V., and Henry VL ; these 
windows, however, were originally elsewhere. 
In the Chapel the stalls and desks with the 
msereres are original, but somewhat restored. 

The great reredos can only claim to be a 
conjecture of what the Founder's work may 
have been. Ait^ remaining a ruin for more 
than a century, it was plastered up in the reign 
of Charles II., and covered with a sprawling 
fresco. The very existence of any reredos was 
forgotten, till in 1870 some workmen repairing 
the roof, found some pf the remains behind the 
plaster, especially the crucifix at the foot and 
the ^eat beam with the old inscription, << Sur* 
gite mortui, venite ^d judicium'' at the top. 
From the fragments the present reredos was 
reconstriicted in memory of the heroes of Agin- 
court and their contemporaries ; the great 
figures on each side of the crucifix are those of 
Henry VI. and Archbishop Chichele. The 
restoration has a special interest, as the faces of 
the statues are portraits of present members of 
the college; the late Dr Max Miiller appears 
as a bishop and the Warden as an earl. The 
tradition goes that a belated fellow applied 
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at the last moment for a place, and was told 
the only one left for him was among the **lo8t 
•ouls.'* The "Noli me Tangere" of Raphael 
MengSy which now hangs in the ante-chapel, 
was once the altar-piece. 

The first additions to the college were made 
by Warner, the Warden at the time of the 
Reformation. He added the buildings in the 
side quadrangle, which look on the High 
Street ; the first-floor rooms, which used to be 
occupied by the Wardens, are perhaps the 
finest set in Oxford. They were completed 
by Warden Hoveden, who also redecorated 
the beautiful lecture-room, formerly the Library, 
on the E. side of the quadrangle. The preseat 
Hall was begun in 1729 (its handsome windows 
(Powell), representing college worthies, are the 
gifts of living All Souls men), and the E. 
side of the North quadrangle a litde earlier. 
The great Library dates from 17 16, but was 
not finished for forty years; it is undoubtedly 
the finest room, m the Italian style, belonging 
to any college in Oxford ; it is 200 feet long, 
and holds with ease the 8o,cx)o books 
which All Souls now possesses. The collec- 
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doD is especially rich in works on law and 
history, and was in 1867 generously opened to 
strangers, who, after proper iDtrodnction, can 
obtain leave to read in it. The quadrangle was 
completed by the addition of the cloister along 
St Catherine Street about 1734. The twin 
t6wers are the work of Nicholas Hawksmoor, 
Wren's pupil, and in spite of their oddity and 
their quaint disregard of all the traditions of the 
Gothic style, to which they profess to belong, 
are really effective. They are said to be a copy 
of his own work at St Anne's Liniehouse. 
Hawksmoor deserves to be remembered, were 
it only for his letter to the fellows of All Souls, 
k which he rebukes them for their proposal to 
rebuild the old part of their college, ** erectibg 
new, fantasticall, perishable trash." It is rare 
lor an architect to show such self-denial. The 
Warden's lodgings to the east of the college 
were added in the same period. 

A LL SOULS COLLEGE is, in more senses 
^ than one, a daughter of New College. Its 
founder, Archbishop Chichele, was an early 
Wykehamist, and his work was manifestly in- 
spired by that of his own benefector. His college, 
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howeror, emphasizes especially a side of medie- 
val thought, which though always present, had not 
been made so prominent in any previous founda- 
tion ; it was a chantry as well as a college, and was 
e^>ecially designed to benefit the soul, not only 
of the founders, but also of the most ** illustrious 
Prince Henry, late King of England, . . . and 
of the Dukes, Earls, Barons, Knights, and others, 
who fell in the wars for the Crown of France." 
Hence its full name is the ** Collegium Onmium 
Animarum Fidelium DefunctOTum." 

It was not without reason that Chichele thus 
commemorated his dead friends and countrymen, 
for he himself had been prominent in urging on 
the war which began so gloriously at Agincourt, 
and was ending so disastrously, when he obtained 
his charter in 1438 ; the buildings were occupied 
in 1442. A considerable part of the endow- 
ments was derived from the "alien priories," 
which had been suppressed in the reign of Henry 
V. Thus Oxford, for the first, but by no means 
for the last time, gained at the expense of the 
religious orders. 

Chichele associated the Eling, Henry VI., 
with himself as co-founder, much as Adam de 
Brome had done at Oriel (p. 92) ; but All Souls 
found that there was dangers as well as advantages 
in royal founders, for King Edward talked of con- 
fiscating the endowments given by his Lancastrian 
predecessor, and was only appeased by a share in 
the college prayers and a considerable sum of 
money down. AH Souls, at this time, was in con- 
ttderable resort as a place of pilgrimage, for we find 
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in the accounts an entry for over 9000 wafers at 
one single obit. 

Chichele's college played a prominent part 
in the beginning of ^e Reyival of Learning : two 
of its fellows, Linacre** (portrait after Holbein) 
and Latimer, were among the foremost Greek 
scholars of the day. The scientific eminence of 
Linacre reminds us of a fact, too often forgotten, 
that in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, 
Greek was important as the key not only to the 
most perfect literature in the world, but also to 
stores of scientific and medical knowledge which 
were not accessible elsewhere. Thus the works 
of Galen, which Linacre translated, were far 
more practically useful than mediseval treatises 
on medicine. Linacre founded, and was him- 
self the first president of, the College ot 
Physicians, and gave his own Uniyersity the 
endowment which now supports the Chair of 
* Comparative Anatomy. AJl Souls, at this time, 
I and for long after, was especially connected with 
f science and medicine, and shares with Wadham 
in the seventeenth century, the honour of Syden- 
ham, the greatest of English physicians. This 
connection has left its mark on the college 
library in the unusual number of early medial 
works which are on the shelves. 

In the stormy times of the Reformation All 
Souls suffered terribly ; the Edwardian Visitors 
of 1549 smashed the glorious reredos and the 
organ, one of the earliest in England ; and on 
the accession of Elizabeth, the college, after a 
hard struggle, was forced by Archbishop Parker 
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to give up almost all of its splendid chapel ^te 
and vestments as being Popish. In other re- 
spects, however, the Protestant rulers were not 
imfavourable to the efficiency of the college : the 
iconoclastic Visitors endeavoured to enforce the 
Founder's intentions as to the poverty of candi- 
dates for fellowships, and Cranmer is the first 
of the long series of Archbishops of Canterbury, 
who as Visitors endeavoured to crush the system 
of ** corrupt resignations '' of fellowships. This 
evil is found in other colleges in Oxfonl, but was 
perhaps most rampant at All Souls; by it a 
fellowship was treated as a possession of its 
bolder, to be transferred for money, just as com- 
missions were sold in the English army down 
even to our own day. When a fellow resigned, 
the rest of the body elected his nominee as a 
matter of course, since they all hoped, when 
their time came, to make a similar bargain for 
themselves. The evil was not finally suppressed 
at All Souls till the time* of Archbishop Sancroft. 

Cranmer sought to amend his college in small 
things as well as great; the fellows had been 
keeping dogs and wearing quilted silk gowns ; 
all these frivolities the Visitor strove to put down. 

The career of Warden Warner, who presided 
over All Souls from 1536 to 1565, is very 
characteristic of the attitude of the mass of the 
English people, and of Oxford as a typical com- 
munity, during that period of religious change. 
He held office alike under the auto-Catholic 
Henry VIIL, the Protestant Edward VI., the 
Roman Catholic Mary, and the Anglo-Catholic 
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Elizabeth^ only retiring for the last two years of 
Mary, and even then he continued to live in 
Oxford. Nor must it be thought that he and 
others like him were indifiPerent to all but their 
places ; they seem rather to have thought that 
the government of England and of the University 
must be carried on somehow, and that it was 
better to acquiesce in minor differences of creed 
than shipwreck everything. Of a similar com- 
mon-sense or compliant character was another 
famous All Souls man of this period, Sir William 
Petre, the "second founder " of Exeter College. 
Strong hands were needed for college govern- 
ment in- Tudor times, for the sovereigns were not 
very scrupulous in dealing with subjects' pro- 
perty ; but All Souls was successful in wresting 
the parsonage and tithes of Stanton Harcourt 
even from the great Elizabeth herself, while the 
college absolutely refused to grant to one of het 
fiivourites a lease of all their woods for a beg- 
garly ;^20 a year, though they were bullied by no 
less a person than Sir Walter Raleigh, who ex- 
pressed himself much surprised that " subjects of 
your quality'^ should presume to refuse the 
Queen anything. 

At this period All Souls actually had a number of 
undergraduates,^ and Archbishop Parker proposed 
to endow exhibitions from the Bang's School, 
Canterbury ; but his death cut short the proposal, 
and the undergraduates died out after die Civil 
War. The college remains, as Mr Rashd^ 

1 They werei hoiwever, all terviton of the fieUows, 
except the four bible-clerks, who still exist. 
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fays^ ^ to remind us that colleges in their origin 
were designed to be primarily bodies of students 
and not bodies of teachers." 

The greatest of All Souls wardens is un- 
doubtedly Sheldon, who held the post during 
the troubled times of the Civil War. He was 
one of the leaders of Oxford during the golden 
age of Laud, whom he ventured to resist when 
tluit vigorous reformer for once proposed to 
commit a job, and to introduce a Cambridge 
graduate to All Souls by a << corrupt resigna- 
tioo.^' The Archbishop of course triumphed, 
and All Souls owes to this job the honour of 
numbering among its members the English 
Chrysostom, Jeremy Taylor. ** 

Sheldon was a distinguished member of the 
brilliant and learned circle which used to meet 
at Lord Falkland's house at Great Tew, as 
Clarendon describes in his history; but the 
Civil War swept all this away: Sheldon was 
expelled, with the majority of his fellows ; some 
even of the college servants were deprived of 
their places rather than submit. The sculpture 
over the gate of the college was preserved at 
this time in a curious way ; Alderman Nixon, 
a well-known Puritan in the city, and the 
coJlege grocer, interceded for it, and prevented 
itsremo^ 

Of the fellows elected under the Common- 
wealthy bj far the most hmouB was Sir Chris- 
topher Wren,* who came from Wadham in 
fOC}. He erected the great sun-dial which 
still adorns the back quadrangle, with its motto 
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** Perennt ct imputantur ** T" They pass away 
and are counted against us ^) ; so correctly is 
this constructed that before the days of tele- 
graphic communication, the Oxford watch- 
makers used to set their clocks by it. He 
bequeathed to the library, too, a splendid col- 
lection of his architectural sketches, which 
illustrate, even more than his completed works, 
the marvellous fertility of this greatest of Eng- 
lish architects. 

After the Restoration, if the letter-writers, 
Prideaux and Heame, may be trusted, tbere 
was a scandalous filing o^ in discipline and 
learning at All Souls. Prideaux tells a story 
how the fellows of that college actually em- 
ployed the new Clarendon Press to reprint for 
them a set of indecent Italian engravings (by 
Marc Antonio), though their attempt was 
frustrated by the vigilance of the Vice-Chan- 
cellor. But it is certain that the college still 
continued > to elect men of distinction, and h 
was by the liberality of its own sons, admitted 
during this period, that the buildings of All Souls 
were so largely increased early in the eigh- 
teenth century. Foremost among these was 
Christopher Codrington,^ the munificent founder 
of the tibrary, a man who was with some reason 
considered by his contemporaries a kind of 
** Admirable Crichton " ; he served with dis- 
tinction in William III.'s campaigns, was an 
elegant scholar, and besides his benefaction to 
All Souls, left the great Codrington College in 
1 Hit statue is m the Ubnury. 
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Barbadoes to assist the work of the Church in the 
West India Islands, of which he was Governor. 

But the Stuart period had one more indignitj 
ia store for the college. James II. insist^ on 
nominating as Warden the disrepuuble Finch, 
whose only claim to distinction was that he had 
enlisted a company of volunteers to aid in sup- 
pressing Monmouth's rebellion. The service of 
this gallant company had been to occupy Islip, 
and when the victory of Sedgmoor had been 
gained, to dine with Lord Abingdon, and 
return to Oxford ** well fuzzed with his ale.'' 
The drum which was stove in on this drunken 
march remains to this day in the All Souls 
Bursary. Finch, as Warden, behaved as might 
have been escpected — ^jobbed, drank, and died 
with, the bailins in his house. 

In the eighteenth century the college became 
a kind of snug hmilj party; it was at this 
period that the gibe became current that the 
fellows of All Souls had to be «<bene nati, 
bene vestiti et modice docti," «.«., 

" well bom, well diest, . 
With moderate learning for the rest.** 

But even ,at this period the college boasts 
famous names, two L,ord Chancellors, Lords 
Talbot and Northington, Young* the poet, whose 
sonorous lines were once so popular^ but whose 
practice unfortunately was not as good as his 
preaching, and the great Blackstone,^ whose 
Commentaries in their original form were pro* 
fi^ssorial lectures at All Souls. Blackstone 
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treme left. The interior of the chapel has 
•afiPered terribly from the religious troubles of 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and 
may be said to have been entirely renewed in 
the restoration of the first half of this century. 
The seventeenth century stalls were then re- 
moved to the S. end of the ante-chapel. The 
glass of the windows in this party representing 
a very curious series of saints, da,te8 from about 
1635, but the big west window, of the Last 
Judgment, which is of the same date, was much 
injured by the great storm of 1703, and was 
largely repainted when restored in 1794. The 
picture over the altar may very probably be a 
genuine work of the Spanish master, Valdez 
Leal. The little chapel on the N. side of 
the altar is sometimes called the Founder's 
Oratory, though with no special reason : in it is 
the fifteenth century tomb of Richard Patten^ 
the fether of William of Waynflete^ which 
was transferred to Oxford in 1720 on the 
destruction of the old church of Wainfleet in 
Lincolnshire. 

The chapel Tower, f.«., the £imous Magdalen 
Tower, is rather later than the rest of the chapel ; 
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it was begiin in 1492 and finished in 1507, 
and seems to have been intended originally to 
stand alone. Traditionally it is said to have 
been designed by Wolsey^* who was twice 
bursar during the progress of the work. It 
is very tempting to connect Oxford's mos| 
noiagnificent ornament with her most magni- 
ficent son; but nothing can be said for certain 
except that Archbishop Parker's scandal as to 
Wolse/s embezzlement of college funds is de* 
monstrably untrue. 

The Hall has been spoiled, from an archi- 
tectural point of view, by the insertion of the 
present plaster ceiling, one of Wyatt's many 
outrages on Oxford ; it would gain immensely 
in effect if the old timber roof were uncovered, 
as has been done at New College. The panel- 
ling of the Hall, of '* linen-fold " pattern, » said 
to have come from Reading Abbey ; the screen 
at the entrance is the finest specimen of Jacobean 
wood-work in Oxford. 

The Founder's Tower, the Cloisters, and 
the rooms above them were certainly part of 
the Founder's work, though the strange ** hiero- 
glyphs" which have puzzled so many antiquaries 
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are a little later — f.r., about 1509— and the 
Imildings were very largely renewed in 1822 
and the following years, e,g.^ the north dde 
towards the New buildings was rebuilt. One 
inore piece of Waynfiete's buildings remains — 
l.r., the quaint little block with the small bell 
tower which lies on the left, immediately opposite 
the entrance from the High Street. This still 
bears the name of « Grammar Hall/* in com- 
memoration of the fact that it originally formed 
part of the Magdalen School. 

The imposing new buildings, looking ont tho 
college deer-park, were built in 1735, and St 
Swithun's Buildings, looking on the High 
Street through the trees, are the work of Mr 
Bodley in our own day; rather later are the 
President's Lodgings, abutting on the Founder's 
Tower« The good genius of Magdalen College 
has been triumphant to the last; it was 6tting 
that the most beautiful modem buildings in 
Oxford should be added to the loveliest group 
of old Oxford. The gateway on the High 
Street dates from the same period. Before 
leaving the buildings, the Hall of Magdalea 
College School must be mentioned, which lies 
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between the College and Long Wall Street ; for 
it is oiie of the most pleasing pieces of modern 
Gothic in Oxforc^, and was erected by Mr 
Buckler in 185 1 ; the house (Sir A. Blomfield, 
1894] lies on the E. of the bridge. 

JUIAGDALEN is <<the most noble and rich 
'^ structure in the learned world," says 
Oxford's most devoted lover, Antony Wood; 
its water walks are ^Melectable as the banks 
of Eurotas, where Apollo himself was wont to 
walk/' In Magdalen, if anywhere, might the 
Platonic dream be realised as to the influence of 
beauty in education, £ot here there is beauty on 
every side; even the most devoted son of the' 
coUege can hardly say that the dream has always 
been realised. 

The Founder, to whose wealth and archi- 
tectural genius the college owes its existence 
and its beauty, was one of the last of the 
clerical Chancellors of England ; as Mr Rash* 
dall observes, since << Chancellors ceased to be 
Churchmen, and became married men," their 
fortunes have not been spent on public objects. 

William of Waynflete may have been a 
Wykehamist; at all events in his statutes he 
bodi imitated William of Wykeham and gave 
special privileges to the men of New College ; 
but this may have been due to his having b«en 
headmaster of Winchester, from which post he 
was transferred by Henry VL to the headship 
of the new college of Eton. The result cf 
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thU position is that the Eton lilies passed into 
Waynflete's armsy and so into those of his 
college, Magdalen. 

He began his schemes in 1448, but his 
foundation was then placed on the S. side 
of the High Street, about the site of the 
present Schools. It was only in 1457 that he 
obtained his present site by impropriating the old 
Hospital of St John the Baptist, which stood out- 
side the E. gate; the ground, once the Jews^ 
garden, had been given by Henry IH. to the 
Hospital ( 1 3 5 7 ) • In the buildings of this hospital 
the new society was temporarily lodged, and re- 
ceived their charter of foundation in 1458. But 
it was some years before the magnificent scheme 
of Waynflete could be carried out ; the Yorkist 
fiimily succeeded to power, and the bishop was 
•*in great dedignation with Edward IV. ,^' and 
had to go into hiding. However, after some 
years, he received his pardon; his chapel was 
begun in 1474* and he himself seems to have 
superintended the buildings, which were almost 
complete before his death in i486. Their 
occupation dates from 1480. 

In the statutes, which were given by the 
Founder in 1483, one or two new points appear. 
The system of teaching within college walls, 
wliich had been begun by Wykeham (at New), 
is now carried much further. Waynflete not 
only provided a grammar master and an usher 
for his demies — i.^., the members of his founda- 
tion who were admitted at twelve, and who 
received only baifxht allowances of a fellow — 
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but also three lectureships in Theology, Moral 
and Metaphysical Philosophy, and Natural 
Philosophy; one of these courses seems to 
have been delivered at the terrible hour of 6 a.m. 
This is the more surprising as the lectures were 
open to the whole University, and the B.A. 
members of Corpus were compelled to attend 
them. 

The second point of innovation is the direct 
admission of f< gentleman conmioners '' to share 
in the educational advantages of the college. In 
previous colleges those not on the foundation, if 
admitted at all, were, with a few exceptions, 
merely lodgers; Waynflete expressly authorises 
the admission of ** twenty high-born youths, who 
were not merely to board, but to be educated in 
college." 

The high position of the Founder brought his 
college into the full sunshine of royal patronage : 
as early as 148 1 Edward IV. came over from 
Woodstock and slept at Magdalen, where he 
took part in the chapel service next day. Two 
years later Richard III. paid a similar visit, and 
was entertained by disputations, in which the 
famous scholar Grocyn took part. The King 
was so pleased that he presented the disputants 
and the college with ** five bucks and five marks 
for wine." Naturally^ as Wood says, "the 
muses crowned his brows with fragrant wreaths 
for his entertainment." Nor did the Tudors 
frown on Magdalen; Prince Arthur, Henry 
VIIL's unlucky elder brother, was three times 
entertained there; when he first came he was 
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only ten years old, and we find the college 
investing in *^two animals called raermosetts," 
perhaps for his amusement. Of Arthur's con- 
nection with Magdalen there is a splendid 
memorial in the tapestry preserved in the Presi- 
dent's lodgings, which represents the marriage 
of the Prince with Catharine of Aragon. 

Tradition^ too, connects Henry VIL with the 
hymn still sung every May morning on the 
Tower ; but for this view there seems to be no 
real authority. The present hymn is part of the 
college grace, and seems to have only been intro- 
duced into the May morning music during the 
last century. Probably the singing was at first 
not a religious ceremony at all. 

The Stuarts, too, sent an heir-apparent to 
Magdalen in Prince Henry,* son of James I., 
who, like Prince Arthur, was never desdned to 
ascend the throne; when King James brought 
his son !^ he pronounced the college to be the 
<*most absolute building in Oxford." It would 
have looked odd to modem eyes, for the authori- 
ties, to do the King honour, had painted the 
^* hieroglyphics '' of the cloister, giving Moses in 
pwticular a ** blue robe " : in our own day it is 
only the junior part of the colleges which paints 
the statues. Another royal member of Magdalen 
was Prince Rupert (*M. Wright), Charles I.'s 
nephew and cavalry leader. But die college had 
much more to distinguish it than royal favour. 
It was, with New College, the special home of 
the early Revival of Learning in Oxford ; the first 
three ** schoolmasters *' of the foundation were 
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the leaders in the educatioiial reform which 
drove out the medizval grammar of Donatusy 
and substituted a more rational system. We can 
only mention John Anwykyll, the first of the 
three, and the femous Lily, whom Colet chose 
to be head of St Paul's School, and paru of 
whose Latin grammar held their place in the 
English public schools down to our own 
day. 

And to turn to the studies of the older 
generation, a college which in its first ten years 
numbered among its members Grocyn and John 
Colet* — afterwards Dean of St Paul's — ^was 
brilliantly fulfilling its purpose. Magdalen, in 
fiict, was the chief home of that specially <^ Ox- 
ford Reform " movement, which aimed at purify- 
ing the English Church by reason and by sound 
scholarship ; of this movement John Colet was 
the spiritual leader, and his lectures on the 
Romans were the beginning of a movement, 
which unfortunately was not to succeed. We 
are therefore not surprised to find that the 
cultured and gentle Reginald Pole,* the last 
Roman Archbishop of Canterbury, who himself 
had been a reformer, was at Magdalen ; it was in 
Magdalen, too, that Foxe * and Wolsey * found 
the heads for their new foundations. Corpus and 
Cardinal Colleges, which were to be especially 
the homes of the new learning. Both these 
great founders, patrons of scholars if not scholars 
themselves, were Magdalen men, and Wolsey 
was for a time the Master of the school ; but his 
rite was so rapid that he soon had to forsake his 
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of their putting ** boards and tables " on their 
heads, wounded some and ** endangered others 
of their lives.** 

It was during this Puritan period in the 
college that John Hampden was there; for. 
Royalist as Oxford was, all the great parliamen- 
tary leaders, except Cromwell, were her sons. 
But the influence of the Laudian party prevailed 
at last when Accepted Frewen became President ; 
he was actually consecrated Bishop in his own 
college chapel, and lived to become Archbishop 
of York after the Restoration. But his decora- 
tions to his chapel, except the windows of the 
ante-chapel, which still survive, were smashed 
by the Puritan soldiers, and the college organ 
went to delight Cromwell at Hampton Court. 
It afterwards returned to Oxford, but has now 
been superseded by a larger instrument, and is in 
use in the Abbey Church of Tewkesbury. Of 
Puritan Magdalen, Addison gives an atiiusing 
picture in lus Sfectatot. The candidate for 
examination is confronted by the Head (Dr 
Goodwin, one of the Westminster Assembly 
of Divines) with ^< half-a-doz6n nightcaps,'* 
instead of a college cap, on his head, and a 
** religious frown on his countenance.** The 
candidate's Latin and Greek stood him in 
little stead ; he was to give an account of the 
state of lus soul, and of his conversion. • . • The 
whole examination Was summed up with one 
short question — " Was he prepared for death ? '* 
Needless to say, the candidate was plucked. 

As Magdalen had suffered so much for the 
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coya) cause, it might have expected to prosper 
amr the RestoratioQ ; but gratitude was iieVe¥ 
ooe of the Stuart virtues, and with James IL 
everything was subordinate to his blind zeal for 
his hath. When the President of Magdalen 
died in 1687, the King sent word to the 
feUows that they were to elect Antony Farmer^ 
a man of notoriously bad character, who had 
been expelled from Trinity, Cambridge, and 
from Magdalen Hall, before he was admitted 
to Magdalen College. He had become a 
Romanist only to serve his own interests, but 
James was not particular in his instruments, and 
when the fellows elected Dr Hough * they were 
summoned before the High Commission Court 
and browbeaten by JefFeries. Finally the King 
himself came down to Oxford ; he gave up 
Farmer because his character was too bad, but 
he now ordered the fellows to elect Dr Parker, 
the Bishop of Oxford. This new candidate 
was a man of better character ; but he, too, 
like Farmer, was not qualified, as he had never 
been a fellow of either Magdalen or New Col- 
lege. The fellows pleaded this, and that they 
had already statutably made their election ; but 
the King persisted, and the fellows were ex- 
pelled ; only three submitted. Most of the 
demies, too, though offered fellowships at 
once, refused to accept them, and were turned 
ont. Few things did James more harm than 
this insane conduct; men saw that no loyaltyi- 
no previous service, no limitations by statute 
could prevail against royal caprice, and they 
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beg^ to look abroad for a deliverer. Only 
when too late did the King recall his act ; and 
on October 25^ 1688, he restored the expelled 
President and fellows ; that day henceforward has 
been observed by the college as ** Restoration 
Day/' when the toast for the evening is appro- 
priately ** Jus suum cuique/' 

Magdalen may be said to have had its im- 
mediate reward for this noble instance of loyalty 
to duty and self-denial in the so-called ** Golden 
Election '^ of demies, which happened next year. 
Among those then chosen were a future ar chbishop, 
a future bishop, the notorious Henry Sacheverell,* 
who overthrew the greatest ministry which has ever 
ruled England, by his fiery eloquence, and Joseph 
Addison.* This famous writer commemorated 
more than one part of his college, «.^., the 
bowling green, in elegant Latin verses ; but his 
memory there survives in that part of the water 
walks which then existed, and which is still 
known by his name, i.^., the part which lies to 
the left on entering ; the circuit was completed 
later. The glorious period of the history of 
Magdalen as a college ends here. Since then, 
though it has had ^mous individual members, 
its history, till our own day, is almost a blank. 
Fortunately the lack of funds prevented the 
carrying out of the terrible scheme which was 
to have swept away the most beautiful buildings 
in Oxford for a magnificent Italian quadrangle, 
of which only the north side was constructed; 
the design can still be seen in Skelton. The 
fellows who thought of this terrible act of 



MAGDALEN COLLEGE 

▼andftliiHn were the immediate predecessors of 
those who are for ever pilloriea in Gibbon's 
AutolHography, as the ^^ monks of Magdalen," 
<^ detent, easy men, who supinely enjoyed the 
glib of the founder " ; ^ from the toil of read- 
ing or thinking or writing, they had absolved 
their conscience." Of course Gibbon was not 
quite fifteen when he entered the college, and 
had only been there fourteen months when his 
name was rembved for joining the Church of 
Rome; of course, too, he was bitterly pre*^ 
judiced against all religious institutions, such 
as Oxford then was ; but the main points of his 
indictment stand unshaken ; the ** vindication 
of Magdalen College," which was published by 
a certain Mr Hurdis, is beneath contempt; he 
actually compares the Hebrew scholar, Kenni- 
cott, ^'an editor of mountainous desert," with 
^the smaller labours of Gibbon." Magdalen 
has many distinctions to boast of, but the less 
said of its connection with the greatest of English 
historians, the better. 

The state of Magdalen was well symbolised 
by the life of its centenarian president, Dr 
Routh,* who presided over it from 1791 to 
1854. He was a scholar, and what he pub- 
lished was good, but he published very little; 
he was a religious man, but he accumulated 
a large fortune out of his official incomes, and, 
according to modern ideas, he did little towards 
the performance of his duties. Yet even in his 
time his college could boast the names of a 
famous statesman in Robert Lowe (Lord Sher- 
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brooke), a grpat Lord Chancellor in Lord 
Selbome^* ^ a great bishop in the late Bishop ol 
Chichester,* a great novelist in Charles Reade, 
a great theologian in the late Professor Mozley. 
What Magdalen has become since Routh^ 
time, it is not the place here to describe 
suffice it to say that it has quadrupled it 
numbers, and now plays a prominent part ii 
every side of University life; its scholars am 
its theologians, its athletes and its poets — an 
not their names known to all Oxford men o 
this generation? The fame of Mr A. D, 
Godley, the author of **Lyra Frivola" anc 
"Verses to Order," has spread beyond thii 
comparatively narrow circle; his reputation ai 
the f*Oxfonl Calverley" is now English anc 
not merely academic. 

^ Lord . Selborne gave the present windows of th< 
chapel ; to this purpose he devoted ail the income o 
his feliowsliip. 
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BRASENOSE COLLEGE 

D UlLDINGS — The foundatioD stone of the 
college was latd, according to the inscription 
which still stands over No. i Staircase, on June 
I, 1509. This led to the old Chapel. At 
this time the front quadrangle with the Hall was 
completed. An extra storey was added about 
the time of James I. Of the Founder's time, 
too, is the kitchen, on the W. side of the second 
quadrangle. The present ChapeP was begun in 
1656. Traditionally it is said to be from the 
derign of Sir Christopher Wren, and if so, it is 
most interesting as the earliest work of that great 
architect ; it illustrates, too, the struggle in his 
mind between the old Oxford Gothic and the 
new Italian style. The ceiling is of beautiful 
fan tracery, and the windows try to be Gothic ; 
biit the rest of thfc decoration is classical, and so 
is the general effect. It seems not unlikely that 
^ Its E. and W. windows, though modern, have 
particularly interesting glass. 
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the ceiling is really oldery and was brought to 
Brasenose and adapted from the Chapel of St 
Mary's College (now Frewen Hall). The Lib- 
rary was added at the sanoe time. The buildings 
further south and the front in the High Street 
(1887) have been added in our own day from 
a design by Mr Jackson $ it is a pity that sc 
good a building is so overloaded with ornament. 



DRASENOSE COLLEGE is a new de^ 
*^ parture in Oxford history. The previous 
colleges had occupied the sites of old Halls, but 
they had superseded them, and were new founda- 
tions. Brasenose, on the other hand, is the 
direct continuation of the old Hall of the same 
name, and the first Principal of the college was 
the last Principal of the Hall. This institution 
had had a history of more than two centuries, 
and of it the college possesses a most interesting 
relic in the famous brazen knocker — a lion's 
head — from which both institutions derived their 
name. This knocker was carried in 1334 by 
the men of the Hall to Stamford, when there 
was a migration from Oxford to that place. 
The thunders of royal displeasure crushed this 
attempt at schism, and the students were driven 
back to Oxford. Of their stay at Stamford the 
only memorials were the oath in the University 
statutes which bound all M.A.s not to lecture 
at Stamford (this survived till 1827), and the 
178 



BRASENOSE COLLEGE 

famous ^^Dose" which remaioed at Brasenose 
Hally Stamford, till the college purchased the 
building in 1 890, and brought back the relic to 
a place of honour in the College Hall. 

Brasenose, too, is singular in another respect. 
Its founder, Sir Richard Sutton,* begins the short 
list (^voluntary lay founders in Oxford (for John 
de Balliol founded his college' as a penance) ; 
bat he has to yield the chief part of the honour 
of the foundation to William Smjrth,* one of 
many bishops of Lincoln who were benefectors 
of the University. In its statutes Brasenose is 
rather curious than important. Though the 
Revival of Learning had been going on for 
thirty years in Oxford, and though Corpus, 
which is the Humanist coUege above all others, 
was being actually built at the same time, yet 
there is no trace of the new influences in the 
foundation of Smyth and Sutton : their students 
were to pursue the old studies of logic and 
theology. This contrast between the two new 
colleges is reflected — no doubt unconsciously — 
in a quaint incident ; one of the undergraduates 
of Brasenose was arrested for assaulting a servant 
of Bishop Foxe, the founder of Corpus, and two 
years later even the late principal of Brasenose 
Hall had to be bound over to keep the peace 
towards the workmen at the '< new college near 
Merton." In their discipline, however, the 
joint-founders made certain innovations ; a sys- 
tem of pecuniary fines is introduced, ** varying 
from one farthing to two pence," "for coming 
late to lecture, for omitting to wear a surplice, . . . 
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or for speaking English in public. And it is at 
Brasenose first that corporal pumshment is full j 
introduced ; the undergraduate is ** stripped m 
all his medisBTal dignity " and ** reduced to the 
schoolboy level." He is liable to the birch for 
** unprepared lessons, talking in lecture, making 
odious comparisons," and other small offences. 

The history of the college thus founded is 
singularly uneventful $ it seems from the first to 
have had a special connection with Cheshire and 
Lancashire, and to have dnmrn its students from 
the upper cksses* Hence the same names appear 
again and again, and the college has always been 
remarkable in an unusual degree for its vigorous 
patriotism. 

In the first stage of its history down to the 
Restoration, the most famous names on its roll 
are John Foxe, the somewhat romancing his- 
torian of English martyrs, and Robert Burton,* 
the author of the ** Anatomy of Melancholy," 
who was elected to Christ Church, and by that 
body was made Vicar of St Thomas, the church 
near the station, which was then outside Oxford. 
He is recorded by his contemporaries to have 
been ** very merry, facete, and juvenile," and to 
have specially excelled in ^Marding" his dis- 
courses with verses from the poets. The curious 
learning of the ** Anatomy" makes it easy to 
believe this. Among his contemporaries was 
Marston the dramatist. Rather later was the 
visit of Jol^n Middleton, the Lancashire giant, 
known as the " Child of Hale." The painting: 
of his hand is preserved in the Buttery, and 
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Pepys records that he paid 2«. to aee it. The 
oasie of ihi« £imouB man of might is always 
borae by the Brasenose boat. 

Even the troubles of the Great Rebellion passed 
comjparatively lightly over the college $ nearly half 
the fellows submitted to the Visitors — a most un- 
uffHfd proportion. As they proceeded at pnce to 
elect a new Priacipaly in defiance of the Visitora* 
ord^rsx (heir submission does not seem to have 
been a very real one. Perhaps, however, it is the 
reason why the college possesses a unique chapel, 
f,^ one built in the time of the Conomon wealth. 

In the period following the Restoration 
Brasrnoa^ says its loyal dironicler, is <<imh 
especially distinguished except by an undue pre- 
eminence in the records of the Vice^Qhancellor's 
Court*'' Perhaps we may connect this with 
the devotion to ale, of which the ^mous ** Ale 
Viprses *' are the commemoration. These were 
annually presented to the Principal by the butler 
op Shrove Tuesday; the earliest extant copy 
ddtes from 1 700. Of course the butler got the 
asastance of the best wits in college, and the 
s^es which b complete from i9z6 to 1886, is 
filiU of humorous allusions to college and aca^ 
demical gossip. 

The brilliant period of Brasenose history b at 
the beginning of the century when Reginald 
Hebcr, afterwards fellow of All Souls, was aa 
HBdergraduate. It was after a break&st in hb 
nioms ia Braseoqse, which were at the N.E. 
eorner, that the poet added at Sir Walter Scott's 
suggestion the two most fimious lines to hb 
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BUILDINQS.-rThe buildings s^t Corpus 
• are the least interesting part of this most 
inieresting college. They belong mainly to two 
pi^pdsy ^he Foi^ider^s time and ^e beginning of 
tke eighteenth century. Of the easier datit, are 
the front Quadrangle (though the N. and W. 
A4^a were raised a storey in 1757), the Hall| 
the Cliapdy and the kitchea and other offices 
to the E. of the Hall; these were completed 
by 1 52p. The Hall l^ extremely picturesque, 
tlioug)^ its proportions are dwarjbd by sever^ 
htige pictures. The Chapel has suf ered veiy 
much ff om restorations, fuid }s, as a former 
Fre^iidient said, ** of a s^cUy ijlfmiestic style of 
archilecturr.'' In the aate^chapel ta . the 
curious brass of the first President, Claymond, 
who gave the lectern; he is represented, }ij&e 
bis friend, Bishop Foxe, on his tomb at 
i8f 
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•yitoB, and New College ettablishes k, 90 Corpus 
adapts it tP the oew learning of the Renaissance, 
This is one ^eat point in the peculiarly interest- 
ing history of Corpus ; the second is that it seems 
to have preserved a more unbroken career than 
any other college — except, perhapSyChristChurch; 
all periods of its histpry are not equally bright, 
but it has never sunk into such prolonged obscu- 
rity as all other' colleges have donfe. 

Richard Foace» Bishop iof Winchester, the 
Foupder, wa^ one of the roost remarkable roen 
of the early Tudor period ; he was probably at 
Magdden College, -but soon went abroad, and 
attached himself to the service o£ Henry Tudor, 
jl^rwards HeqryVII.; this prince he served, 
both in adversitv and in prosperity, especially 
by his diplomauc ability: it was Poxe who, 
ainong other delicate negotlatiODs^ arranged two 
of the most; famous marriages of English history^ 
that of Prince Arthur with Catherine of Aragon, 
and that of James IV. of Scotland with Margaret 
Tudor. He shared, with Archbishop Morton, 
the confidence pf Henry. VII., aod for a time 
was a prominent counsellor of Henry VHI. 
The scandal of Archbishop Parker that Wolsey 
displaced him, and that I^oXe, at the close of 
hi« Hfe, told Wdsey that, though he <« could 
no longer distinguish white from black (jiie be* 
came blind), yet he could well discern the 
malice of an ungrateful man,'' is refuted by 
FoUe's own letters;' in these he expresses a 
mttrm admiraHon of Wolsev, and a touching 
^care for his healih ittnid his mtolerable labours ; 
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" I heartily pray," he write*/" lay apart all anch 
basiness from six of the clock in the eTening, 
which shall greatly refresh you." Foxewas not 
ooly a mao of affairs ; he was also a scholar and, 
atill more, a patron of scholars ; few men hsrve 
played a more prominent part in both UniTerst* 
ties ; he recast the statutes of Balliol (see p. 60) , 
he was a benefactor of Magdalen College; at 
Cambridge he was Master of Pembroke (and a 
benefactor of the same) ; he carried out the will 
of the Lady Margaret, in founding St John's 
College, and he had a share in completing King's 
College ChapeL His house was a great report 
of learned men — among others, of Erasmus ; and 
he rentured to say in public that he found the 
Dutch scholar's version of the New Testament, 
** as good as ten commentaries." 

It is not surprising that, having so many 
secular duties on hand, Foxe had litde time for 
his spiritual duties ; he writes in i$2a : <* I hare 
been so negligent that of four several cathedral 
churches that I have had, there be two, scilicet 
Exeter and Wells, that I never see; and in- 
numerable souls whereof I never see the bodies." 
Accordingly at the close of his life he began to 
think of devoting some portion of his vast 
wealth to a special foundation at Oxford for the 
advantage of the Church. His first intention 
was to found a monastery, but he was dissuaded 
from carrying it out by his friend Bishop Old- 
ham,'*' the founder of the famous Manchester 
Grammar School ; the words of that prelate a^ 
ft remarkable instance of prophecy ; ** What^ my 
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Jojrd, shall we build houses and provide liveli- 
hoods for a company of bussing monks {m, 
drones), whose end and fall we ourselves may 
live to see.'* Within twenty-five years all the 
monasteries of England were swept away, but 
Foxe's bounty — to which Oldham himself 
largely added — provided a college for the ** in- 
crease iof: learning/' and for the <<good of 
churdi . and commonwealth." Corpus was 
founded in 15169 and the statutes given next 
year; the motive cannot be better expressed 
than in the words of Foxe himself. "We 
have no continuing city here, but seek one that 
shall be in heaven, to which we hope to arrive 
more easily and quickly if we raise a ladder, 
calling its right side .virtue and its left know- 
ledge." He therefore founds a college wherein, 
<<as:in a hive," '^the scholars, like clever bees 
night and day may make wiuc and sweet honey 
to the honour of God and the advantage of 
themselves and all Christian men." This 
figure of the hive and the bees was a favourite 
one with Foxe, and it was employed by others 
also I Erasmus, in a dedication to the first Pre- 
sident, speaks of him as " head of the college 
of the bees-" According to tradition a swarm 
actually settled in the roof over the rooms of 
the scholar Vives; and remained there for more 
than a century; but when the Parliamentary 
Visitors turned out the fellows, the bees went 
too, *< as if the feminine sympathised with the 
masculine monarchy," says Plot, the naturalist, 
Thc^ Founder's statutes arrange most care- 
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hilly the studies of his students. These are to 
be Tery largely classical, and a long range of 
authors is recommended, which will bear com- 
parison with the prescribed lists of our own 
times. Instruction was to be given by the two 
^ Readers " in Greek and in Humanity, Le.f 
Latin, whose lectures were to be open to the 
whole University. There was to have been a 
third Reader, c.^., one in Theology, but he seems 
never to have been appointed; probably the 
Vic^- President dischar^ his duties, which 
were to lecture every working day throughout 
the year, except for ten weeks, on some part of 
the Bible. He was to use the commentaries of 
the ancient fathers, not of the mediaeval doctors, 
** far inferior in learning as in date,'' as the 
Founder says. When we add the lectures at 
Magdalen, which the B.A.'8 were to attend 
twice a day, << going and returning in a body," 
and the University and the College disputa- 
tions and the preparations for them, we shall see 
that Foxe's bees had a busy time. They were 
allowed the amusement of playing ball in the 
garden, but when they went for a walk they 
were to go three together. Nor had they long 
vacations; scholars were only to be away for 
twenty days in the whole year, fellows for 
forty days, unless they went abroad to improve 
their scholarship, as the Founder encouraged 
them to do, dius anticipating the research 
fellowships of our own (tay. 

The scholars had to pass a by no means con- 
temptible examination before admission j to 
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** write off a Latin leoer, to compose fiur veriet^ 
to have been initiated into logic, and to have 
tome little training in ^ plain mm^'" are the 
reqairements. We can best realise how these 
statutes worked by the example of the ^rnous 
Jewel, who joined Corpus from Merton in 
i$39, at the age of seventeen. He began to 
study at four, one hour 1>efore early Mass, he 
went to bed at ten, and often spent whole days 
in the Library ; he took no recreation but walk* 
ing, and even then he either ^meditated, di- 
instructed b(^s, or argued *m AristoteliaB 
fiishton.'" No wonder he was a prodigy ot 
learning ; no wonder, also, that his health broke 
down: but all Foxe's scholars were not so 
obedient to his reflations as JeweL 

Erasmus prophesied that Foxe's foundation 
would rank among the ^< chief ornaments of 
Britain," and that its ^trilinguts btbliotheca" 
(Hebrew, Greek, Latin), would attract more 
students than Rome formerly. Foxe did his 
best to make his college succeed by his .choice of 
men ; his first President, Claymond of Magdalen, 
was a noted scholar^ <<a Cicero in Prose, an Ovid 
in Verse/' and two distinguished foreigners at 
least were introduced, — ^Vives, the Spaniard, and a 
German, Kratzer, to teach mathematics. Having 
seen his college thus successfully started, Foxe 
died in i$28w The college possesses no less 
than: seven portraits of him, or which ther beat 
is in the Hall; the Library too was enriched 
by him with a choice collection . of priiited 
books and MSS., and his plate (which is under 
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the special care of the President and not gene- 
rally shown) is the finest college plate in Ox- 
ford. His crozier too is still preserred, and the 
gold chalice and paten which he gave to the 
Chapel. 

Among the earliest members of Corpus were 
Reginald Pole, afterwards, of Magdalen, the last 
Roman archbishop of Canterbury, and Nicholas 
Udall, headmaster of Eton, one of the earliest 
of English dramatic writers. 

The college during the early period of the 
Reformation seems to have been strongly on the 
side of the old form of faith, and in the reign ot 
Mary one of the scholars, Anne, was flogged for 
writing a poem against the Mass; as he received* 
a stripe for every line, he must have repented of 
his poetic efforts. But even during the period 
of persecution, friendly feelings often prevailed ; 
Jewel was compelled to leave the college for his 
own safety, but the speech in which he bade 
his colleagues farewell is still extant and is most 
touching. One of Gardiner's own Commis- 
sioners told the college that, though they had 
kept all their copes and chapel ornaments, they 
**had thrown away a jewel more precious than 
all." This chapel furniture was preserved for some 
time after Elizabeth's accession, and even as late 
as 1 666, the college brought an action against three 
persons at Burford for sixty copes and no less 
than four hundred other vestments. A very few 
fragments still survive in a i 7th cent, altar cloth. 

This permanence of Roman feeling led^— as 
at Merton (p. 79) — ^to a fierccf dispute about the 
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the age of fifty-eight. King James I. probably 
referred to his lack of care for himself, when 
at the Hampton Court Conference he told 
Reynolds, who scrupled about the words in the 
marriage service, " With my body I thee wor- 
ship," " If you had a good wife yourself, you 
would think that all the honour and worship yon 
could do to her were well bestowed." 

Of a similar character to Reynolds was an- 
other great President, Thomas Jackson (1651- 
1 640) ; of his rule at Corpus Fuller wrote his 
well-known encomium: "Here he lived piously, 
ruled peaceably, wrote profoundly, preached 
painfully." His' works fill twelve volumes of 
the Library of Anglo-Catholic Theology. He 
was of the school of Laud, and as such is 
attacked by Prynne as "transported beyond 
himself with metaphysical contemplations" ; but 
he was so tender-hearted that the mere threaten- 
ing of the Civil War killed him. " One drop 
of Christian blood was a deep corrosive to his 
tender heart." Among his college contem- 
poraries was Pocock, the great Orientalist, the 
first Laudian Professor of Arabic. 

On Jackson's successor the storm broke. 
When Oxford was taken by the Parliamentarian 
army, he and almost all his fellows and scholars 
were removed, though some got their places 
back afterwards. Among these James Quin 
was particularly lucky; he had a good voice, 
and was introduced to Cromwell, <<who heard 
him sing with very great delight, liquored him 
with sack," and then asked what he could do 
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for him. Quin begged for the restoration of his 
student's pkce, and ^* kept it till his dying day/' ^ 

The intruded President, Staunton, was a 
good man and a noted preacher; he preached 
once or twice every Lord's Day, and in the 
evening ** he examined the younger sort, calling 
them to account about what they had heard that 
day." We are not surprised to hear from one 
of those expelled that the ** Assemblers' Cate- 
chism was an ungrateful task put on the 
scholars." Joseph Alleyne, the author of the 
once famous ** Alarm to the Unconverted," was 
admitted a member of Corpus at this time. 

After the Restoration the college had the 
doubtful honour of having Charles IL's son, the 
Duke of Monmouth, matriculated; when he came 
to Oxford with the King in 1665, he and the 
Duchess lodged in the President's house. After 
his rebellion his name was carefully erased from 
the college books. Discipline was very low; 
Morley, the visitor, made up for laxity in serious 
matters, by attacking periwigs << whereby the 
clergy did conform themselves to the world." 

But things became better under President 
Turner, who began the new buldings in 1706; 
he was brother of Turner of Ely, one of the 
<^ seven bishops," of whom he left a portrait to 
the President's lodgings. He is represented in 
the Bodleian by one sermon, in this resembling 
his successor, Dr Mather. Many, however, of 
the Presidents of Corpus, unlike most heads of 
houses in Oxford, have been prolific authors. 

*Wood tells this tale,but Quin was reallyof Christ Church. 
197 
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18 $3 the college agreed to make itself cha^e- 
able for the mew Latin Professorship^ "to effect 
a more complete fulfilment of the spirit of the 
Founder's Statutes." It is impossible even to 
mention the names of the numerous Corpus men 
who have played, and are playing, prominent 
parts in the Uniyersity, and in all departments 
f>f Church and State, but I must not omit to 
mention Mr Ruskin's connection with Corpus: 
on his return to Oxford in 1870 as Slade 
Professor, he migrated from Christ Church ; his 
rooms here (Fellows Building, No. II.) were 
the centre of an enthusiastic band of young 
Oxford men.^ A characteristic story is told of 
Ruskin's reception by the then head of Corpus ; 
'* Nothing would have induced me," said Mr 
Ruskin, « to leave the < House of Christ ' (aedes 
Ciristi) except to be joined to the *Body of 
Christ : ' " The old President was much puzzled, 
and could only reply, **1 hope that you find 
your rooms comfortable." My own obtigations 
to the two excellent histories of Corpus written 
by the present President, Dr Fowler, must be 
especially acknowledged here. He, like so many 
ot his predecessors, is a learned and prolific 
author; he possesses, too, that special mark of 
so many Corpus Presidents, the power of stimu- 
kting and assisting the scholars of a younger 
generation* 

^ Ft was in these rooms that Mr Ruskin's disciples 
used to be entertained at breakfast, in the days when 
his reforming ardour set young Oxford road-making 
at Ferry Hincksey. 
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nUILDINGS ^The oldest part of the 

college is the building to the South of 
the Cathedral, which was formerly the Refectory 
of St Frideswyde's. This was the original 
Library of the college, but was converted into 
rooms in 1775. The first part of Wolsey's 
buildings to be finished was the kitchen, a 
commencement over which the wits of the 
time made very merry. One epigram may be 
quoted : ** Egregium opus ! Cardinalis iste 
instituit Collegium et absolvit popinam," which 
may be rendered : 

" Here's a fine piece of work 1 Your Cardinal 
A college plans, completes a guzzling halL'* 

Wolsey was true to the old Oxford tradition, 
which has never neglected the body in its care 
for the inindt 
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Oxford rival of Eling'a Cambridge; this had 
never gone beyond the stage of foundations. 
Dr Fell made the present N.E. entrance into 
the quadrangle, and nearly completed the build- 
ings on the North side; but the Ciyil War 
intervened, and they were left imperfect. His 
most beautiful work was the lovely approach to 
the Hall, which was put up in 1 640 ; it is the 
strangest of the many architectural marvels of 
Oxford that so graceful a piece of j&n-tracery 
should have been designed at a date so late. 
Its architect was Smith, of London, as we are 
told with a brevity that sounds like irony. Dr 
Fell's more Bunous son, John Fell,* whose 
statue at the N.E. comer faces that of Wolsey, 
carried on his £ither's work, and deserves the 
title of a second founder. He not only com- 
pleted the unfinished buildings already men- 
tioned, but added the Northern part of the West 
front — in St Aldate's. Above all, he employed 
Wren to build over Wolsey's gateway, the 
Tom Tower — ^finished in November 1682. 
In this was hung the bell called " Great Tom 
of Christ Church," which had originally be- 
longed to Osney Abbey ; it was rung first on 
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May 29, 1684, the "great festiYal,'' as Wood 
calls it, of the Restoration^ and from that time 
to thisf.it has rung its 1 01 strokes every night 
(except once) at nine as a signal that all 
indents should be within their college walls. 
It need hardly be said that the signal u not 
obeyed* The nomber is that of the students of 
King Henry's foundation, with one additional 
added by the Thurston bequest in 1 663. 

FeU also built the Chaplains' buildings (since 
destroyed) to the South of the great quadrangle, 
and added another canon's house — ^now attached 
to the Chair of Ecclesiastical History — ^at the 
entry to Peckwater Quadrangle. He made 
also the Bxoad Walk,^ and planted it with the 
elms, of which only a few battered fragments 
remain to our own day, but which twenty-five 
years ago were as femous for* their beauty as 
for. their associations. 



1 Till the sixteenth century the meadows 011 this 
side of Oxford were very low, and Wood records that 
he had heard from old men how they used to row up to 
Corpus, and obtain a drink at the buttery. Wolsev 
began the raising of the walk; both he and Fell 
employed the rubbish from their building works. The 
Broad Walk was oiiginally called the " Long Walk " ; 
it is said that its present name is a cpmiption of ** The 
Wide" (i.e., " The White ') Walk. 
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Peckwater Quadrangle was built in 1 705 from 
the design of Dean Aldrich; its name com* 
memorates the old inn which stood on its site. 
The South side is the famous Library, which, 
though begun in 17 16, was not finished till 
1 761.1 Then at the close of the i8th century, 
Canterbury Quadrangle was erected in place of 
the old buildings which had once belonged, to 
Canterbury College. This foundation had been 
attached to the great monastery of the metro- 
politan see, and had had John Wycliffe as . its 
first head. The gateway was designed by Wyatt. 

Finally in our own day (1863) ^^^ buildings 
which look on the Broad Walk were put up, 
and soon after the Long Walk, down to the 
Barges, was opened. The tower, in the S.E- 
comer of the great quadrangle, was also put up 
about 1879 from the designs of Mr Bodley; 
there had been a tower there in Wolsey's days, 

1 The ground floor of the Library is occupied by the 
collection of pictures bequeathed by General Guise. In 
this the names of great masters are much more common 
than their works ; but there is an excellent Madonna 
by Pietro delia Francesca and a well painted but repul- 
sive picture by Annibale Caracci, representing himself 
and his broth^ as btttchers. Much more interesting 
are the drawings by the Old Masters, bequeathed by the 
same donor. 
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their imprisonment. As Warham pathetically 
wrote to Wolsey, Cambridge is << thought to be 
the original occasion and cause of the fall in 
Oxford." 

Wolsey had spared neither money nor pains 
to complete his college ; he had, as Foxe says, 
<< gathered into that college whatsoever excellent 
thing there was in the whole realm " ; in one 
year (1528-9) he had spent nearly ^8000 on 
the buildings, a sum which would be equivalent 
to more than ^100,000 in our day. Yet the 
workmen were too slow for his eager spirit, and 
were said to be shamefully idle. 

King Henry stopped all this woric» and in 
1532 refounded the college, to which he gave 
his own name. This again he suppressed in 
order (1546) to unite the college vath his new 
bishopric of Oxford, which was removed thither 
from Osney. Christ Church from this time ori- 
wards has its douUe character, and the Dean is 
head of a Cathedral Chapter as well as of a col- 
lege. The Dean of the second foundation, how- 
♦»ver, had been Dean under Wolsey ; among his 
canons was Sir John Cheke, who 

" Taught Cambridge and King Edward Greek." 
Henry's foundation was to consist of a Dean, 
eight canons, eight petty canons (f.f., chaplains), 
sixty scholars, and forty children, besides an 
organist, singing men, etc. ; in place of the ** chil- 
dren" forty more students from Westminster 
School were added by Elizabeth. It will be 
seen that, even as mutilated by the King, the 
new foundation was on a scale of unparalleled 
an 
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magnificence* In the next centiuy the Dean'i 
stipend was ;£300 a year, while no other col* 
lege gave ita head more than j£^SO (Magdalen 
and New). 

Christ Church accordmgly was especially the 
scene of royal visits. King Henry himself was 
entertained there, as also was Queen Elizabeth,'* 
on her famous visit to Oxford in 1 566 ; she was 
amused with plays in the Hall in the evening 
after her four hours of disputations at St Mary's 
in the afternoon. The old spell which made it 
unlucky for a sovereign to visit St Frideswyde — 
on account of the ungallant ardour of the Saint's 
rpyal suitor— -seemed to have exhausted its force, 
or, perhaps we should say, was reserving it £ot 
King Charles I., who of all English sovereigns is 
most associated with Christ Church. 

But the college has more interesting associa- 
tions even than visits from Queen Elizabeth. 
Sidney, the pattern and flower of English 
chivalry, was there as a student, but left very 
young, as he was only eighteen when he started 
for his three years' travel abroad. Much more 
prolonged was the residence of the great his^ 
torian of English discovery, Richard Hakluyt, 
who came up from Westminster in 1 570. Even 
while an undergraduate he had made geographi- 
cal adventure his special study, and after- his 
degree, had lectured on it — probably at Oxford. 
He even was in correspondence with Sir Francis 
Drake for the establishment of a geographical lec^ 
tureship in the University, but the scheme broke 
down as they could not agree about the stipend. 
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It was in the next generation that Ben Jonsod 
had his degree at Christ Church (1619)9 but 
this, as he says, was " by their fevour," not bf 
" his study." 

A very different person was the noted Purifon 
Bean, Sampson, who, with Dr Humphrey^ of 
Magdalen, was the leader of the Calvinist party 
in the University. They preached by turna^ 
says Ward, ** to the academians,'' though they 
gave great scandal by wearing "round caps" 
instead of " square," and objecting to all cleri- 
cal vestments. Sampson was troublesome to the 
University also, because he insisted on proceed- 
ing to his B.D. and D.D. without having taken 
his M. A. This was allowed to him as Dean j 
but he was too strong a Calvinist for the author-' 
ities, and was removed from the Deanery ti 
Christ Church in 1 564. 

It is in the seventeenth century, however, that 
Christ Church begins its most famous period; 
it may be said for two centuries to have been 
undoubtedly the first college in Oxford, not only 
in the numbers and the rank of its students, but 
also in the enterprise of a series of great Deans, 
and in the general vigour of its administration 
and the (comparative) excellence of its discipline. 

The visits of Charles I. have been already 
referred to: it was in 1636 that he was enter- 
tained in Christ Church Hall with the play of 
''Passions Calmed," at which, says Wood, 
stage scenery was used for the first time in the 
history of the English drama. The old annalist 
is proud of the taknt of his University, but he is 
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carefiil to record, after the Restoration^ the bad 
effects of acting on the students, who << arrived 
to Strang degree and streyn of impudence,'' a 
very natural result, when the Dean gave Uiem 
a supper and the canons encouraged them. 

Christ Church was a special home of royal- 
ist sympathies, and was searched with great 
thoroughness when Lord Saye occupied Oxford 
for the Parliament in September 1642. The 
<< idolatrous painted windows " in the Cathedral 
were especially disapproved of. The plate, too, 
was confiscated as having been conceded, and 
Christ Church with University, alone among 
Oxford colleges, sent their plate perforce to 
the Parliament in 1642, instead of keeping it 
for the general sacrifice to the Royal Treasury 
in 1643. Allestree, the famous royalist divine, 
and perhaps the author of the once well-known 
book, "The Whole Duty of Man," nearly lost 
his liife in attempting to rescue the Deanery plate 
from the Parliament forces. His career is 
^pical of that of many Christ Church and 
Oxford men at this time. He had taken up 
arms for the Sling in 1642, and served at the 
Battle of Edge Hill and later; but "when 
carnal weapons proved frustrate, and Divine 
Providence called his servants to the more 
Christian exercises of prayers and tears, he 
took orders, and became censor of Christ 
Church. He was deprived by the Parliamentary 
visitors, but was one of those who continued to 
read the prohibited liturgy during the Common- 
wealth period, first in Christ Church, and then 
214 
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in the house of the famous physician, Dr WilKi, 
opposite Merton College Chapel (which is still 
standing). An interesting portrait (a copy from 
Lely) in Christ Church Hall shows the three 
divines, Allestree, Dolben and Fell, so engaged. 
The Parliamentary yisitoni installed first Dr 
Reynolds, and then the famous John Owen in 
the Deanery; Mrs Fell, the Dean's wife, was 
removed by force when her husband refused to 
submit. Both the two intruded deans were 
great preachers and divines, especially Owen, 
the titles of whose works occupy twelve columaa 
folio in Wood's " Athenac'' Wood says of him 
that, as Vice-Chancellor, he ** scorned all for* 
mality" and << undervalued his office by going 
in querpo like a young scholar with pow* 
dered hair, snake bone band-stnngs, Spanish 
leather boots (the equivalent, I suppose, of the 
^ brown boots' of our own day), and his hat 
mostly cocked." But Wood also bears strong 
witness to hb scholarship, his command of 
English, and his temperate language, in opposi- 
tion to the abuse showered on Owen by the 
more prejudiced zealots of Wood's own party. 

With the Restoration begins the rule of Dr 
John Fell (*after Lely). His name is very 
familiar to many who know not Oxford from the 
epigram 

« I do Dot like thee, Dr Fell ; 

The reason why I cannpt teU. 

But only this I know full well, 

I do not like thee, Dr FelL'' 

Yet probably thh unpopularity had a very 
academic origin. Fell> as Vice-Chancellor, set 
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himself to make the examinations of the 
University a reality; he *<held the examiners 
up to ity'' says Wood, <*and if they could not 
or would not do their duty, he would do it 
himself, to the pulling down of many.'' No 
wonder he was unpopular, and that those who 
hated him thought it best to keep the reason of 
their hatred to themselves. Fell seems to have 
been the same throughout, pushing, vigorous, 
and self assertive ; he ** wasted his spirits by too 
much zeal for the public," says Wood, who had 
considerable quarrels, with him, and who else- 
where describes him as '<a valde vult person/' 
Fell insisted on having Wood's " History of 
the University of Oxford" translated into Latin 
before it was published, in order that it nulght 
appeal more to foreign scholars* He bore the 
ciuirge of this himself, but took the intolerable 
liberty of ''putting in and out several things 
according to his own judgment." It was 
through his influence at the University Press 
that Fell succeeded in getting this done, and it 
was in developing this institution that he most 
served Oxford: he was never weary in spend- 
ing money and time, either in improving the 
mechanical resources of the Press, or in securing 
for it scholarly editions of classical and other 
works.^ Fell himself edited St Cyprian's 
works, and did it so well that it remained the 
standard edition for 200 years. 

1 The Press &0111 1669 to 171 3 had its home in the 
SheLdonian Theatre, which remaiiis in' the tide-page ol 
all Oxford books till 1759; after 1713, it was trans- 

218 



CHRIST CHURCH . 

His activity is well described in the gossiping 
letters of Prideaux to his friend ElUs ; Prid- 
eaux, too, was no mean scholar, and his ** Con- 
nection between the Old and New Testaments " 
and his book on << Tithes *' were standard works 
down to our own day. But now it is only his 
correspondence that is read, and the pictol'e 
which it gives of Oxford mwals and manners is 
very curious. One of the last acts of FelFs 
deanship was a discreditable one ; in obedience 
to the order of the King (which can still be 
read in the Christ Church Library), he depriyed 
Locke of his studentship. The philosopher 
was unpopular as a Whig, but had behaved with 
such caution that nothing could be proved 
against him, though he was known to have 
been the friend of Shaftesbury. However^ 
the King insisted, and Fell submitted ; his dis« 
grace is the greater, owing to the gallant re- 
sistance which Magdalen made immediately 
after to a similar arbitrary act on the part of 
James II. Locke himself seems to have borne 
no grudge against Oxford; his portrait by 
Kneller— one of the very few in which that 
great painter of wigs and gowns represented a real 
man — still hangs in his college hall, and he him- 
self, when asked, sent his books to the Bodleian 
with a letter full of affection for his University. 

Anoth^ distinguished man expelled from 
Christ Church in Fell's time was William 
Penn the Quaker, who came up m i66a 

ferred to the Clarendon Building (designed by Van- 
bragh); the present Press in Walton St. dates from 1830, 
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Even while he was at Oxford his thoughts 
were turned towards the New World, where 
his coloDy, long afterwards, was to make him 
famous; but he was sent down for non- 
comfermity in 1661. 

Fell's immediate successor was an insignificant 
Romanist, but in 1689 ^^^^ another great 
Dean, Dr Aldrich (* Kneller). He was famous 
as a logician, as an architect, as a composer, 
and as a smoken His <<Artis Logicae Com- 
pendium" was reprinted as late as 1862; his 
^xre of AIL Saints is still one of the beauties 
of Oxford ; and the .story is well known how 
an undergraduate made a bet that the Dean 
would be found smoking his pipe at 10 a.m*, 
and lost it because^ as the Dean pointed out, he 
was only' filling his pipe at the moment. But 
he is best known to the general reader as the 
Dean who set the Hon. Charles Bo3rle^ to 
edit the letters .of Phalaris. Out of this 
unlucky edition grew the quarrel with the great 
Cambridge scholar, Bentley, whb routed the 
whole host of Oxford scholaCrs in. his inmiortal 
^'Dissertation." But for the time bdng the 
world thought that the Oxfprd wits had the 
better of the Cambridge pedant^ and there was 
a caricature widely circulated whidi represented 
Bentley roasting in the famous ^^bull" of 
Phalans, and crying, **L had rather be roasted 
than Boyled." This most famous of jcholarly 
quarrels iiyes for eyer in Macaiiky's life of Sir 
William Temple. , 

Aldrich was succeeded as Dean by Atter* 
lao 
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bury (* Kneller), another ^unoui roan, but 
better known now as a Jacobite bishop than 
as a scholar. His ability and his fiery temper 
are well shown in the saying of his friend and 
successor in the Deanery, Smalridge (* Kneller), 
" Atterbury comes and sets everything on fire, 
and I follow with a bucket of water." . He 
was rather senior at Christ Church to his great 
fellow-Jacobite, Henry St John, afterwards Lord 
Bolingbroke, who left at Oxford a reputation 
alike for recklessness and fisr genius, which his 
later career amply fulfilled. 

Immediately after Atterbury's time-odctr two 
names among the scholars of Christ Church, 
which are conspicuous even in so long a roll 
of worthies. Wesley (* Romney) matriculated 
in 1720, and Murray ^"^ Martin), afterwards 
Lord Mansfield, Oxford s greatest Lord Chief 
Justice, in 1723. Wesley passed to Lincoln 
College to begin his life's work there, and 
Murray to be the ornament of the Bar. To the 
same decade belongs George Grenville (* Ram- 
sey) (matriculated 1730), whose Stamp Act 
lost England her American colonies. 

For a short period Christ Church shared the 
general decadence of Oxford in the eighteenth 
century; but under Dean Conybeare (1733- 
1755), and afterwards under Markham and 
Cyril Jackson, discipline was restored and 
learning once more encouraged. It was 
under Markham, whose splendid portrait by 
Reynolds hangs oyer the dais, that another 
Grenville (♦Owen), afterwards the last. Whig 
22^ 



\ 



OXFORD AND ITS COLLEGES 

Premier of George III., matriculated and won 
the prize for Latin yerse. In this he was imi- 
tated some ten years later by the brilliant George 
Cannmg (* Lawrence), who showed at Oxford 
the versatile talent which made him afterwards 
the poet of the anti- Jacobin, and England's great 
Foreign Minister. A similar combination of 
scholarship and statesmanship is found in Lord 
Wellesley (* Bates), the famous Governor- 
General of India (student 1778), 

Canning was at Christ Church with his future 
chief, Jenkinson, afterwards Lord Liverpool. 
Theyhdong to the period (i 783-1 809) when 
Cyril Jackson ruled his college and ^e Uni- 
versity with autocratic sway ; when the great 
Dean stepped into Tom Quad, no hat was 
aBowed to remain on any head, nobleman's or 
tutor's; the scouts alone Went covered — for 
ftSLT of the Dean's makbg a mistake. Jackson 
was one of the creators of modem Oxford 
through the leading part which he took in 
carrying the Examination Statute. By this, 
as has been well said, he injured the com- 
parative position of his own college in the 
University, for he forced other qoUeges to come 
up to the level to which Christ Church had 
been raised by half a century of vigorous 
government. The first to win a double first- 
class, under the statute, was Robert Peel in 
1808, England's greatest Finance Minister. 
Jackson refused all preferment, and is said to 
have passed on the offer of a bishopric to his 
brother William,^ with characteristic bluntness. 
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"Try Bill," he said, "he'll take it." His 
portrait by Owen in the Hall was the model 
from which Chantrey made one of his most 
famous statues ; it now adorns the Library ; till 
the last restoration it was in the Cathedral, where 
it was said that Christ Church men worshipped it. 

Two more deans need to be specially men- 
tioned, Gaisford (* Pickersgill) and his successor, 
the late Dr Liddell (♦by G. F. Watts), both 
among the great Greek scholars of the last cen* 
tury ; but the most famous churchmen of our time 
have been Dr Pusey and Dr Liddon, whose pos- 
thumous portraits by the elder Richmond and by 
Herkomer hang on the right of the Hall beyond 
the fireplace. Perhaps equally well known is C, 
L, Dodgson* (" Lewis Carroll "), the creator 
of "Alice in Wonderland" and ot the Snark. 

Nor has Christ Church in our own day ceased 
to produce statesmen. It has never had so 
brilliant a group as at the close of the twenties, 
when three successive Governor-Generals of 
India were there together — ^the enterprising Lord 
Dalhousie, Lord Canning (honoured by his nick- 
name "Clemency'*), and Lord Elgin. And 
with them was Mr Gladstone (by Millais), who, 
like Peel, his great leader, gained the honours of 
a double first. No. other college in Oxford or 
Cambridge can boast of having given England 
three successive Premiers, as Christ Church has 
done in Mr Gladstone, Lord Salisbury, and 
Lord Rosebery ; but perhaps the Christ Church 
man of our generation who will be longest remem- 
bered is the artist and the prophet, John Rnskin. 
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TRINITY COLLEGE 

D UILDINGS.— The buUdings of old Trinity 
may be asngned to two periods ; there are 
those which belonged to its predecessor, Durham 
College, and those which have been built and re- 
built since Sir T. Pope's foundation of Trinity 
Collie in 1555. 

Of Durham College there survives a good 
deal on the left or W. side of the small . quad- 
nngle, Le.f the buttery at the N. end of the 
Hall, with a very ancient arch, and the two 
rooms at its, South end, the bursary and the 
Common Room; the latter, once perhaps the 
oratory, may well'- be original, as the outside 
masonry is visibly rougher in character. These 
buildings, belong to the fourteenth century. In 
the fifteenth century was erected the E. side of 
the small quadrangle, to which an upper storey 
of «< cock lofts " was added in James I.'s time* 
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The Library is on thU 8ide> and concams tome 
curibiu pieces of old glass, among them an 
afanostuni^ figure of Thomas BeckeL The 
Hall was practicaUy rebuilt 1618-1620. Of 
the later buildings the earliest part is the N. 
wing of the garden quadrangle, which dates from 
1655. This is interesting as one of the ir^ 
Italian buildings in Oxford. Wren, wha de- 
signed it^ had a magnificent scheme for sweeping 
awsy all the old buildings ; but fertunately it was 
never carried out, except in regard to the part be^ 
tween the quadrangles, which was rebuilt is i "fa^^ 
The fifteenth century chapel, however, was 
replaced ( 169 1-4) by the present bafldiog, which 
is said to have been designed by Dean Aldrich, 
with suggestions from Wren ; traditionally it was 
copied from the chapel at Chatsworfh. Its 
intedor is (or was thought to be) magnificeiit 
with the carving of Grinling Gibbons ; this «id 
the screen are of fragrant cedar, so that a Trinity 
poet has written — 

** HaUt opvs Lebaolque le&rt fragrantls odovmi.* 

On the left of the altar is the fine siaOeenth 
sentuiiy monument of the Founder and his wife^ 
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and the windows are filled with exceUent> modem 
ghsa (PoweU)--giTeii by the late Prendent (Df 
Woods) — representing the saints of the old mon- 
aseery, Sabts Cothbcrt, Oswald, and others. 

Modem Trinity has added krgely to its build- 
ings. It has turned into college rooms the 
quaint cottages, once old ** halls," which look 
on the Broad Street; they had a narrow escape 
of being pulled down. And between 1883 and 
1887 it built from Mr Jackson'r design the new 
buildii^s and the President's house; these are 
aooie. of the most successful efforts of modem 
Oxford, and, with the old cottages, form another 
large and' picturesque quadrangle, which audioes 
an admirable approach to the chapel. Preri- 
ouily to. this change the college was hardly 
▼isible from the Broad Street, for the only 
access was by a road confined between high 
walls. - 

TPRINITY COLLEGE occupies the site 
and some of the buildings of the old Dur- 
ham College. This was founded before the end 
of the thirteenth century for the students from 
the gMLt Benedictine monastery of Durham, 
which had no ^hare in Gloucester Hall^ the 
college of southern monasteries. The history of 
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Durham does not immediately coDcern us; it 
might have profoundly influenced the rest of the 
University had it received the great library of 
Richard de Bury, the book-collecting Bishop of 
Durhami the author of Philobiblon : unfortun- 
ately he died in debt, and his books seem never 
to have come to Oxford. His failure showed 
that libraries had other enemies than that ^ biped 
beast — woman^ to wit" — ^who advises that books 
*< should be bartered away for costly head dresses, 
cambric, silk," and so on. I^ as some think, 
the books did «ome to Oxford, they were cer« 
tainly swept away by Henry VIIL's commis- 
sioners with the rest of the college. 

The buildings of this are described as having 
become mere *< dog kennels," when Sir Thomas 
Pope (old copy of Holbein's portrait) purchased 
them. He was a wealthy lawyer, and one of 
Henry VIII/s trusted oflicials ; as Treasurer of 
the Court of Augmentations, which dealt with 
the property of the confiscated monasteries, he 
preserved the Abbey Church of St Albans, the 
chalice of which he presented to his college, 
which stiU possesses it. But he was a friend oi 
the old order of things, and under Mary was 
entrusted with the onerous charge of the Princess 
Elizabeth at Hatfield j he was, however, a 
kindly keeper, and he consulted the learned lady 
as to his statutes, while at her intercession he 
consented' to pardon two of his junior fellows, 
who had climbed into college at night*' The 
statutes, on which he consulted Pole as well 
as Elizabeth, mark the transition between the 
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medttval studies and those of the New Leaining ; 
but they are largely modelled on the statutes of 
Corpus, and especially encourage the reading of 
the classical authors. Pope notes with sorrow 
that he could not do as much for Greek as he 
wished, because the study of it had decayed 
since he was a boy at Eton.^ 

The coU^ shared the Founder's Qitholic 
sympathies, but was severely ytsited by Biriiop 
Hc»me, who swept away the ecclesiastical trea- 
sures which the Founder had bequeathed* The 
most famous name at this period is that of 
Thomas Lodge, the dramatist. 

In the seyenteenth century Trinity was ruled 
by two great Presidents, I> Kettell * and Dr 
Bathurst,"* both of whom left their mark on the 
college buildings, and both of whom lived to 
become oddities^ Dr Kettell was President for 
forty-four years, and besides adding the ** cock 
lofts "> to the quadrangle, built the charming old 
Hall m the Brood Street, which still bears his 
name. It was in his time that Laud opened 
up the present Broad Street by pulling down 
the cottages which had been built N. of the 
town ditch outside Trinity and elsewhere. 
It requires an e^rt to imagine that mediseval 
Oxford had no real street but the High 
Street. 

Dr Kettell at the close of his life had a 
special dislike to long hair in his students. **He 
would bring a pair of scissors in his muffe, and 
woe be to them that sate outside.'' Aubrey 
>Thhli stated by Warton, but it U rery donbtfol. 
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recorda that he cot one scholar's hair with the 
bread knife, singing oat : ^* And was not Gfim 
the collier finely trininied" (from the pby, 
"Gammer Gurton's Needle"). ^ 

It is not surprising that the old man objected 
to the strange ways which came with the Court 
to Oxford in the Civil War. According to 
Aubreyf the fine ladies not only walked in the 
grove, but came to the chapeir ' ^* half-dressed 
like angels." But when two of them in $ 
"frolic" went to visit the old Prendent, they 
heard some very plain speaking. Aubrey diinks 
he would have liyed out his century, had not 
the CivU War killed him. 

The number of notable men* at Trinity in his 
tinae is extraordinary. Archbishop Sheldon * is 
only the most famous of eight bishops; Denhain 
ia a minor poet, but was inspired for once, when 
he sang Oxford's river, the Thames; William 
Chillingworth represent* theology, and i James 
Harrington, the author of "Oceana," pofitical 
science. Calvert, Lord Baltimore, is one of 
the founders of the United States, and Ireton 
and Ludlow show that Oxford was not wholly 
Cavalier in its sympathies. 

After the Civil War more than half the 
Trinity fellows — a very unusual proportion-^ 
submitted to the Puritan Visitors; but the 
bursar, Howe, went off with the college 
papers into the country, till after the Restora* 
tion. He was the first person buried ki the 
present ante-chapeL 

The havoc of the Ci^ War was rct«ored 
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bv Trinitv's second great President, D'r BathuiBt 
Vbj Kneiler), who ruled from 1664 to 1704. 
He was one of the original ieUows of the Royal 
Society, and afterwards president of the Oxford 
branch; he was. a reforming Vice-Chancellor, 
and almost rebuilt his college* He maintained 
good discipline, while at the same time he was 
specially popular with young men even to the 
last ' Probably it was this sympathy with the 
young which made him think that the college 
chapel offices were too long; as a rule, be 
had both lessons omitted in the morning seryice. 
But he, too, *^fell into peculiar and capricious 
humours.'^ He delighted to surprise his scholars 
in the grove at ** unseasonable hours,'' on which 
occasions, he touched them up with his whip, 
thou^ matnly^ in fiin^ and not with the ** in* 
tention of applying an illiberal punishment." 
Among his ramous pupils were Lord Somers, 
one of the greatest of English Chancellors ; 
Lord Stanhope, another Whig klider, the con- 
queror of Minorca; and Dryden's enemy. 
Settle. 

It wat at the beginning of the eigheeenth 
century that the b^utiful Lime Walk was 
made ; it cost about j(^g» D4iring this period 
Trinity was a little more intellectually active 
than other colleges, and certainly was more 
prolifk: of great men. William Pitt,* the great 
Earl of Chatham, who secured America for 
England, and Lord North,* who lost half of it, 
were both there. But the most pleasing part of 
the college stoiy iat this time is die fnendbhip 
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of Dr Johnson for Warton»^ Profiettor of 
Poetry and the historian of English Literature. 
The great doctor was entertained at Kettel 
Hall, and said that he liked the Trinity Library 
best to read in. **!£ a man has a mind to 
prance^ he must study at Christ Church and All 
Souls." 

At the close of the century, we hare a curious 
mcture of Trinity life in the doggerel epistles of 
Skinner; it is not yery faTouiable, beginning with 
the account <^ the cold chapel : — 

« With chattering teeth, and noses blue, 
We creep together to our pew, 
Responses quavering out " ; 

and ending with the drunken orgie, for which 
the scout provides supper, and — 

« The sated guesu he with delight 
Counts o'er, for this liis perqmsite 
b, when their fiinctidns fiiil " ; 

but he gives a pleasant account of eyenings spent 
b music, and oi boating on the riyer. 

Almost a contemporary of his was Waiter 
Savage Landor, who had to. be rusticated for 
firing at the rooms of the man opposite, whom 
he hated for his Toryism, and whose wine 
Landor chose to regard as a personal inault. 
Neither then, nor ever, was the poet a sWeedy 
reasonable person* 

1 The head of him in the Hall is a copy from the 
fine original by ReynoUs in the FeOows* Common 
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ST JOHN'S COLLEGE 

DUILDINGS.— Of the original buildings of 
St Bernard's College, founded by Arch- 
bishop Chichele in 1437, only the front and 
the W. nde of the first quadrangle remain. 
The statue of St Bernard still stands in the 
gate Tower ; but a third storey has been added. 
The Hall was built about 1502, and the Chapel 
consecrated in 1530; both of these, however, 
have been very much modernised. The circu- 
lar-headed windows of the chapel date from 
its restoration, about 1662, and at that time, 
unfortunately, the old glass of the E. window 
was removed to ** add more light." The loss 
has been largely repaired by the liberality of one 
of the present fellows, who gave the beautiful 
window by Kempe. On the N. side there is 
a small chapel, with &n-tracery, which was added 
in 1662. 
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In the first half century of the college's exist- 
ence, the front quadrangle remained incomplete 
— its E. side was completed in 1 59 7, and about 
the same time the S. side of the second quad- 
rangle, containing the old Library, was put up. 
This quadrangle was completed through the 
munificence of Archbishop Laud, who (1631- 
1635) built the remaining two sides, and com- 
pleted the President's lodgings, which lie be* 
tween the two quadrangles : to him are due the 
two famous colonnades and the beautiful garden 
^nt, which is not surpassed for charm by any 
building in Oxford. These buildings are most 
interesting architecturally, for in them their 
architect, Inigo Jones, has blended with the 
traditional Gothic of Oxford, the classical style 
which had charmed him during his recent 
travels in Italy. The contrast is very marked 
between the classical colonnades in the quad- 
rangle and the Gothic spirit of the garden front. 
The statues in the quadrangle are those of 
Charles I. and his Queen, Henrietta Maria; 
they are the work of Le Sueur. 

The buildings to the W. of the Hall, with 
the kitchen, were built in 1613, and the 

Q 241 



OXFORD AND ITS COLLEGES 

Common Room, to the N. of the Chapel, about 
1675, Finally, in 1880-81, the college added 
another block of buildings (completed 1900), 
continuing ito (St Giles) front, from the de- 
sign of Mr G. O. Scott« A feature of special 
interest at St John's is, that the college has 
preserved its rights over the enclosure in front 
of the college. A similar enclosure was once 
possessed by Balliol in the Broad St., but was 
surrendered more than a century since. The 
present elms in front of St John's were planted 
early in the 19th century ; they took the places 
of those planted after the Great Rebellion. 



CT JOHN'S COLLEGE occupies the site 
"^ and part of the buildings of the old Cister- 
cian College of St Bernard, which was swept 
away by Henry VIII. ; it thus shared the fate 
of the neighbouring monastic foundation of 
Durham College, which preceded Trinity. 
Nor does the resemblance between Trinity and 
St John's cease here; they both were founded 
during the brief reign of Mary, and were un- 
doubtedly strong in sympathy with the old form 
of faith ; the founders, too, of both colleges 
were wealthy citizens of London. Sir Thomas 
White, the Founder of St John's CoUegfe, was 
twice Lord Mayor, and in his first term of 
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office, had distiDguished himself by hk share in 
suppressing the rebellion of Sir Thomas Wyatt. 
He was a benefactor not only of St John's, but 
also of numerous towns throughout England 
concerned in the cloth manufacture, to which h^ 
owed his wealth. The most valuable of all the 
college estates, the manor of Walton, which haa 
given to St John's the position of landlords of 
North Oxford, was purchased very soon after 
the Founder's death. White's position as a 
Merchant Taylor has markedly influenced the 
history of his college, for he established a special 
connection between it and the companjr's great 
school in London, a connection sinular to that 
existing between Winchester and New College, 
and between Westminster and Christ Church. 
To this connection St John's owes many of its 
most distinguished scholars. 

The Founder is traditionally said to have 
chosen the site of St John's, because he found 
there the three trunks of an elm tree growing 
from one root, which according to a dream, were 
to be the sign to him of the proper place for his 
foundation. He began his work in 1555, and 
continued it on a larger scale in 1557 ; dying 
ten years later, he was buried in the chapel of 
his college. For this to the last he maintained 
the keenest affection. Less than a fortnight 
before his death, he sent to his fellows a letter 
(of which copies are still given to members 
of the foundation) exhorting them to unity. 
** If any strife or variance do arise among you» 
I sh^l desire you for God's love to pacify 
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k as much as you may, and so dobs I pal no 
doubt but God shall bless every one ol you.'* 

Probably Sir Thomas White was coosdoiis 
^t the religious feuds n^ich were distracting 
England were strong in his own college. His 
preference for the older form of fiuth is well 
shown in the rich store of ecclesiastical Yesl- 
ments, which are still preserved in the College 
Library, and which are unique in Oxfm^ 
Traditionally they are said to be Laud's gift, 
but more probably they were given by the 
Founder for use in his own college and, having 
been removed by his heirs to his manor house at 
Fyfield after the Elizabethan settlement, came 
to St John's somewhat later. Certainly the 
sympathies of many in the college were strongly 
against the Reformation movement; two ot the 
early presidents were deprived for refusing to 
take the Oath of Supremacy, and one of the most 
brilliant of the early fellows, Edmund Campion, 
who had been specially chosen to preach the 
funeral sermon of the Founder, and who in the 
same year had taken a prominent part in the 
ceremonies of welcome to Queen Elizabeth, lived 
to suffer at Tyburn as a Jesuit and a conspirator in 
1 58 1 ; his name is borne by the new Jesuit founda- 
tion in Oxford (Campion Hall, No. 1 1 St Giles). 
It was to a college with these traditions that 
William Laud (* by Vandyck) came up as one 
of Sir Thomas White's scholars from Reading in 
I J90 ; it was his influence which was to confirm 
the college in its devotion to the Church, but at 
the same time to establirii it in loyalty to the 
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English branch of the Church* Laud wai^ 
henceforth, closely identified with his college 
and University ; at first he was so much in the 
minority that it was reckoned, as he said, **& 
heresy to speak to him '' or even to salute him in 
the street; he lived to see his views so trium- 
phant in Oxford that from that time to our own 
day the University has always been strongly 
High Church in sympathy. It was the same 
in his own college; his election as President 
(1611) was so bitterly resented that one of his 
opponents actually snatched the voting papers 
from the altar and tore them in pieces ; yet he 
lived to see this very fellow one of his warmest 
supporters. 

Laud was never connected with any in- 
stitution, great or small, which he did not 
extend and benefit. St John's owes to him 
the completion of its inner quadrangle, and 
especially of its beautiful Library. When the 
buildings were finished they were opened by 
the King (Charles I.) and Queen, who dined 
in the new room, and then were entertained with 
a play in the Hall, called the <^ Hospital of 
Lovers." ** It was merry and without offence 
• • . and the college was so well furnished as 
that they did not borrow any one actor from any 
college," the Archbishop complacently observes ; 
he adds with satisfaction that when the Queen 
borrowed the dresses and ^^perspectives," and 
had it acted over again by her own players at 
Hampton Court, it was generally agreed that 
the amateurs had been better than the pro- 
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man, stayed up in the home of learamg, espe- 
cially to engage in a drinking bout with the 
foreigner, and the student was much more than 
a match for the sea-dog, who confessed that he 
<^waa more drunk here than anywhere dse 
since he came into England, which I think very 
little to the honour ^ our University/' adds 
Prideaux. 

The loyalty of St John's found expression in 
special lectures on January 30, commemorating 
^^the barbarous cruelty of that unparalleled 
parricide " which had been committed on that 
day; and among the special treasures of the 
Library is a portrait of the Royal Martyr, oyer 
the features of which several psalms are written 
in a minute hand. When Charles II. visited 
the college, he asked for this relic of his &ther ; 
of course he could not be refused ; but when, 
pleased with his entertainment, he asked the 
fellows what he could do for them, they had 
nothing to ask for so precious as their portrait. 
It was accordingly restored, and still hangs m 
the Library. 

A college so loyal was naturally Jacobite, and 
the most famous St John's man of the eigh- 
teenth century is perhaps the non-juring iMshop, 
Richard Rawlinson, who not only left the 
Bodleian his marvellous collection of MSS., 
but gave his own college the bulk of his estate. 
His heart was buried, at his wish, in the chapel 
to the N. of the altar, with the touching motto 
"Ubi Thesaurus, ibi cor," This Jacobite 
tradition was maintained in St John's-^— at least 
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80 far as loyal toasts could maintain it — almost 
to within living memory. But in the end St 
John's, like the rest of Oxford, transferred its 
loyalty to George III., as is shown by the fine 
portrait of that King by Ramsay, wluch hangs 
over the door of the Hall. 

The eighteenth century deserves gratitude of 
us for one thing, at all events; about 1750 the 
gardens of St John's were laid out in " serpen- 
tine walks " ; they now form perhaps the most 
beautiful of the many beautiful pieces of green- 
ery in which Okford is embowered. At the 
begbning of the century they had stiU been 
arranged in the old formal Dutch style, and 
then shared with Merton the honour of being 
the promenade on summer 'Sunday evenings of 
the Oxford beauties ^nd beaux*^ 

In the 19th century St John's has maintained 
its seventeenth century reputation for wit and 
light literature. Dr Ma^el, philosopher and 
theologian as he was, is likely to be remembered 
in Oxford longer for his Bon mots than for his 
Bampton Lectures or his Prolegomena Logica ; 
and the Oxford Spectator^ the most famous of 
all the ephemeral productions which^^ow peren- 
nially from Oxford pens, was the work of three 
friends, Nolan, scholar and fellow of St John's) 
Copleston, the present Bishop of Colombo, who 
ix^ elected from Merton as fellow of St John's-; 
and Humphry Ward, of Efrasenose. . 

1 The garden under its present garden-master} Rev. 
H. J. Bidder, has gained ah ahnost European reputa- 
tton for the variety 9hd beauty of its flowers.: . 
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JE&US COLLEGE 

DUILDINGS. — The oldest part of the 
College is the front to the Turl Street, 
M hr BM and including the entrance, and two 
staircases at the S.E. comer; these date from 
the time of the Founder. The rest of the S. side^ 
with the Hall, the Chapd, and the Principal's 
lodgings, were the work of Sir Eubule Thdwall* 
(Principal 1621-1630). The first part of the 
back quadrangle to be built was ttie N. and S. 
sides, which were erected, at least in part, before 
the Civil War ; this quadrangle wa» nearly com- 
pleted between 1675 and 1679, but the N.W. 
comer was left unfinished till 17 1 3* The pres* 
ent E. end of the chapel was added in 2636, 
being a fine specimen of seventeenth century 
Gothic, while in 1856 the front of the college 
was recced in the Perpendicular style by Mr 
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Buckler. The Iniildiiigs of Jesos College, as a 
whole, aie an interesting example of late Gothic. 

JESUS COLLEGE has the honour of being 
the first post - Reformation College in 
Oxford: its real Founder was Hugh Price 
(School of Holbein), who obtained from Queen 
Elizabeth* in 157 1 a charter, but its nominal 
founder was the Queen herself, who was never 
averse from doing great and good works, if they 
cost her nothing. The Founder died in 1 5 74, and 
the college made little progress for half a century ; 
among its first scholars was the learned and pious 
Lancelot Andrewes,* afterwards Bishop of Win- 
chester, though he really belongs to rembroke 
College, Cambridge. 

The Tudors always laid stress on their Welsh 
origin, and from the first the Principals were all 
Welshmen; but there was no restriction as to 
nationality in the statutes, although the college 
became more and more exclusively attached to 
the Principality. 

Jesus College labours under the disadvantage, 
from the point of view of the English reader, 
that its great men have mainly done their work, 
whether for the Church, for the State, or for 
literature, in Wales, and hence are largely un- 
known to English exdusiveness. But names 
like those of Henry Vaughan "the Silurist,'' 
one of the greatest of our religious poets, James 
Usher, the learned Archlnshop of Armagh (who 
was incorporated from Dublin ia 1644}, and 
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Charles ** of Bala** (*779)> who was dmen out 
of the Church to found the Welsh Calvioistic 
Methodists, adorn the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries. 

A far greater name in University history is 
that of Sir Leoline Jenkins (Tuer), the friend 
of Archbishop Sheldon, who was member for 
the University and Secretary of State to Charles 
IL He had suffered for his devotion to the 
royal cause under the Commonwealth, and had 
shared the exile in Wales of Sheldon and other 
royalists. In 1661 he was appointed Principal, 
and so r^tored the college, which had been laid 
waste by the Civil Wars, that he has been termed 
a ** second founder/' How great was his r^n- 
tation in Oxford mav be judged from the ract 
that gossip there pomted to him as Sheldon's 
successor at Canterbury, although he was never 
ordained. He was buried in the college chapeL 

During the eighteenth century the college 
estaUished a special connection with the Bod- 
leian Library ; from 1747 to 181 3 this was ruled 
over by two Welsh librarians, and almost all. the 
staff were also Welshmen. It cannot be said 
that the Library flourished under this exclusive 
system ; monopolies are never successful, if long 
maintained. 

The college traditions of noble hospitality 
are well symbolised by the famous silver punch- 
bowl, five feet two inches in girth, which 
Was given by the great Sir Watkin Williams 
Wynn, in 1732 ; according to the well-known 
story, the bowl is to become the property of 
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whoeyer can span it with his arms, and then 
drain it full of strong punch. The first feat has 
been sometimes accomplished, but no person has 
yet been found with head strong enough to stand 
ten gallons, and so to win this silver fleece. 
Perhaps the hospitality of the cdilege has never 
been exercised for a more £unous guest than 
Dr Johnson, who was entertained by his ** con- 
vivial friend" the Vice-Principal, Dr Edwards, 
in 1782. Johnson stayed in college, and it is 
interesting to find that the battels of all the 
fellows were unusually high. In our own cen- 
tury the University Commission threw open 
(1857) half the fellowships to non- Welshmen ; 
and the most famous name in the recent history 
of the college is that of an Oxford man by 
birth, J. R. Green the historian (scholar 1854). 
The influence of Jesus College in Wales has been 
strengthened by the restoration of its connection 
with the Church there. Between 1 6 1 2 and 1 7 1 4 
Jesus College produced no less than twelve 
Welsh bishops, among them Lloyd of St Asaph, 
one of the nimous " Seven.'* (He was after- 
wards a member of Wadham.) But in the dark 
days of Whig ascendancy the spiritual needs of 
Wales were sacrificed to English selfishness and 
to party feeling, and aliens were appointed to 
rule her Church. In our own time a wiser policy 
has been adopted, and three of the four Welsh 
sees at present are filled by ez-scholars of the 
college. The border diocese of Chester, too, 
is filled by an ex-fellow, Dr Jayne. 

Though the pictures of Jesus College are 
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the Fleming, Van Linge the elder; it was 
made on the spot in the college garden, and 
cost ;^ii3, 78. 5d. 

\A/ ADHAM COLLEGE is in two lespects 
^ ^ unique in Oxford ; in the first place^ it 
is the youngest college m the strict sense, for 
those founded later were but a reconstruction of 
already existing halls, e.g.^ Pembroke represents 
Broadgates Hall ; in the second place, its build- 
ings are lest altered than those of any other 
college. The front quadrangle stands as the 
Foundress, Dorothy Wadham,*left it in 1613, 
when, after the death of her husband,* she 
carried out his scheme. Nor does the archi- 
tectural interest of the buildings cease here; 
they are the best instance in Oxford of the late 
Gothic style, which survived all through the 
first half of the seventeenth century, till the 
genius of Inigo Jones and Wren superseded it. 
So markedly conservative is the style of Wa4* 
ham that excellent judges — e,g.^ the late Mr 
Fergusson, the learned historian of architecture, 
maintained that the chapel must have been 
built about 1 500 ; he, when confronted with 
the documents which proved that it was a 
seventeenth century building, answered that no 
amount of documents could prove what was 
impossible. The architecture of Wadhaoi, too, 
has been markedly affected by the style of the 
county to which the Wadhams belonged ; all 
who know Somerset will be instandy reminded 
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of its churches and dwelling-houses when they 
visit Wadham. The buildings of the college, 
however, have something else to recommend them 
than their important place in the history of archi- 
tecture : there are few things in Oxiford more 
lovely than the garden front, while the Hall is 
second only to that of Chjrist Church. The 
great characteristic of the work is that the 
architect ^ has trusted entirely to the beauty of 
his lines, and has employed carving nowhere 
except in the stone screen over the entrance to 
the HaU. 

For the first century of its existence, Wad- 
ham was almost entirely a West-country college $ 
two-thirds of its sons came from Somerset, 
Dorset, or Devon. Of these by far the most 
femous was the great Admiral, Robert Blake,^ 
who graduated in 1617. The rapid rise of the 
college is shown in the amount of plate which 
was accumulated in one generation, to be sacri- 
ficed to the Royal cause ; only the Communion 
gate and the Foundress' own cwp were spared, 
ut the members of Wadham suffered in person 

1 The traditional architect at Wadham is one Holt, 
of York, tlie architect of the Schools and of Merton 
College ; the resemblance between the Fellows' Quad 
at Merton and that of Wadham seems too striJdng to 
be a mere coincidence. Mr T. O. Jackson, however, 
in his admirable « Architectural History of Wadham 
College," denies that Holt was tlie architect. Certainly 
in the accounts of the building of the coQese, whicn 
are preserved In the minutest detail (the total amoont 
was £11,560), Holt appears as s mere working 
carpenter. 
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as well as in pocket ; for the Warden and most 
of the fellows were expelled, and their places 
filled by persons more acceptable to the powers 
that were. The college, howerer, gained, 
though indiyiduals lost, for the period of the 
usurpation is the most glorious in its history, 
under John Wilkins,^ Cromwell's brother-in- 
law, who was intruded into the Warden's place 
in 1652. He had the rare honour of being 
promoted alike by the Commonwealth and by 
Charles II., who made him Bishop of 
Chester ; and this he owed not to time- 
serving, but to his reputation for learning and 
to his successful intercession for the members 
of whichever side was beaten. His works on 
a universal language and on Natural Religion 
are forgotten, but he is remembered as one o( 
the founders of the Rojral Society, which, after 
its first meetings in London, took shape in Wil- 
kins' lodgings at Wadham.^ 

It is very characteristic of the seventeenth 
century to read in the contemporary history of 
the Royal Society that the great advantage of 
the meetings was that *^ there was a race of 
young men provided against the next age, whose 
minds, recriving their first impresmons of sober 
and generous knowledge, were invincibly armed 
against all the encroachments of enthusiasm." 

Among its members at Wadham were the 

just-quoted historian. Sprat* (who as Bishop of 

Rochester has been unfortunate enough to be 

pilloried by Macaulay for hb subservience to 

1 It did not recdve iu royal charter till i66s. 
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James II. )> and, above all, Sir Christopher 
WreDy^ who was a fellow commoner at W«d- 
ham from 1649 ^ '^53* '^^^ ^^ ®^ ^ 
clock which he presented to the college on 
leaving, «tiil bears his arms ; its works now rest 
in the ante-chapel after two hundred years of 
serviqe. Other famous members (^ the college 
at this time were Sydenham,^ the founder of 
modem medicine» and John »Wilmoc, the 
<<wick^ Earl of Rochester," whose death- 
bed repentance at Woodstock is described by 
Bishop Burnet in one of the most interesting 
and edifying little books of the seyenteenth 
century* ' ' 

After the Revolutton Wadham is famous in 
Oxford history aa being one of the few Whig 
colleges J probably in no other Hall are there 
portraits of both William III. and George I., 
though it must be confessed the College loyalty 
was satisfied with very bad art. Yet in spite 
of this it was probably a Wadham man, Trapp,* 
the Professor of Poetry, who wrote the famous 
epigram on the two Universities :-*-« - 

** The King, observing with judicious eyes 
The state of f>oth his Unirersities, ' ; 
To Oxford sent a troop ol horse ; and why? 
That Isaraed body wanted loyalty. 
To Cambridee books he sent, as well discemipg, . 
How mach that loyal body wanted learning;./*';; 

. To this period, belongs the greatest of the 
Speakers, of the House of Commiras, Onslow*; 
h^ presented a :8et of splendid service-books to 

^Wreil suAd Sydenham both obtained Ail Souls 
fellowships. 
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England* Very different from thetey and also 
from the Warden, were the late Dean of St 
Paul's (Dr Church, B.A., 1836), Father 
Mackonochie, Dr Walsham How* (Norris), 
the late Bishop of Wakefield, and Dr Johnson 
(* Calderon), late Bishop of Calcutta ; the latter 
of these was a member of one of the most famous 
crews of modem times, which in 1849 swept 
all before it at Henley. In Mr T. G. Jackaon, 
(♦Riviere^ too, Wadham has the honour of 
haying tramed one who has left a greater mark 
on the buildings of Oxford than any other 
individual architect. But the hct thiat some of 
these are living is a. reminder that this account 
of Wadham has reached our own day, and most 
cease. 
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PEMBROKE COLLEGE 

gUILDINGS— Of old Broadgatea HaU, 
the predecessor of Pembroke, only the re- 
fectory is left ; this is now the college Library, 
and lies on the right in entering the firont 
quadrangle. 

The rest of the front quadrangle was built at 
interrals during the serenteenth century — ^frbm 
1624 to 1694 — but the exterior was remodelled 
and Gothicised in 1829, and again modified in 
1879. About seventy years ago the Master's 
lodgings (also dating from the seventeenth cen- 
tury), which lie to the right of the entrance, were 
remodelled on the outside, and a little later they 
were raised a storey. In the back quadrangle 
the chapel was consecrated in 173a. In 1884 
it was elaborately decorated, and is now the most 
beautiful classical chq)el-interior in Oxford; the 
work was carried oat by a Pembroke man, the 
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atood god&ther: his name is still promineiit in 
the auadnmgle of the Schools, now absorbed by 
the Bodleian (p. 399); and Fuller says the 
college would probably have had ^'more than a 
bare name from him," had he not died suddenly 
soon after. 

The ceremony of changing the hall into the 
college took place on August 5, 1624, when Dr 
Clayton, the last principal of Broadgates, became 
first master of Pembroke. He was a versatile 
person, being both a professor of music in 
Gresham College and a professor of medicine 
in Oxford. But the most i&mous name of those 
taking part in the ceremony, not excepting even 
the Vice-Chancellor Dr Prideaux himself (p. 
87) is that of Thomas Browne, the author 
of the ** Religio Medici," and other quaint and 
delightful works; he, as senior commoner of 
Broadgates Hall, delivered a Latin oration, 
in which the college was described as rising like 
a Phoenix out of its ruins. Another great 
member of Broadgates who contributed to the 
expenses of the new establishment, was John 
Pym, the founder of Parliamentary government 
in England* 

The original foundation of Pembroke was 
almost confined to the natives of Abingdon or 
those educated at the School; but it soon re- 
ceived benefactions, among them one of the 
three fellowships for the Channel Islands, which 
were endowed by Charles I. The master and 
fallows were very loyal, and accordingly suffered 
at the hands of the Parliamentary Visitors ; one 
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member of Pembrokey Collier, actually went so 
&- as to head a plot against the ParUamentary 
garrison, but his attempt failed. 

After the Restoration Prideaux describes 
Pembroke as ** the fittest college in the town for 
brutes '' (by which he appears to mean stu- 
dents from the Channel Islands) ; but then he 
was a Christ Church man, and neighbours pro- 
▼erinally see the worst side of each other. At 
all events, in the eighteenth century Pembroke 
seems to have been well governed, at least as 
compared with many other colleges. It certainly 
was blessed with a number of famous sons. Dr 
Johnson matriculated in 1728, George Whitefield 
in 1 73a (the same year as Shenstone, whom his 
contempmaries thought a poet), Blackstone, the 
great lawyer in 1738 ; three such names in ten 
years would give distinction to any college. 
^ut it is roand Dr Johnson that the interest 
mainly centres ; though he was but in residence 
fourteen months (he stayed up, however, the 
whole of that time except one week) and took 
no degree, his affection for Oxford was most 
keen. His panegyric on its system is well 
known ; *' there b here, sir, such a progressive 
emulation; the students are anxious to appear 
well to their tutors; the tutors are anxious to 
have their pupils appear well in the college '' ; 
and he esteemed his Doctor's degree one of the 
highest of his honours. It b fitting that his 
fine portrait by Reynolds should hang m the 
Senior Common Room (there b a copy of 
another by Reynolds in flail), and that the 
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Library should DoaieM hit MSS. copy of his 
** Prayers and Meditations.'' Johnson lotied to 
revisit Oxford, especially his old college, and 
took great pleasure just before his death in show- 
ing 1^ friend, Hannah More, over Pembroke* 
His room, to which he led her, remains pretty 
well unaltered to this day ; it is over the gale- 
way in the second storey. He speaks moat 
warmly of his tutors : of one of them he taid 
<* Whenever a young man becomes Jocden's 
pupil, he becomes his son.'' He was much 
afiected by the ** mild but judicious expostula- 
tions of die worthy Dr Adams, whose virtue 
awed him, and whose learning he revered.'* 
But he was too proud to own this, and there was 
another side to Johnson's undergraduate career; 
he <*cut" his lectures, and told his tutor who 
fined him for this — ** Sir, you have sconced me 
2d. for a lecture not worth id." And he 
seems to have been a centre of disorder : *^ he 
was generally to be seen," says Bishop Percy, 
^lounging at the college gate with a circle of 
young students round him, whom he waa enter- 
taining with wit and keeping from their studies " ; 
but he would not <* let these idlers misuse the 
English tongue." 

In spite of Johnson's poverty, he was a leading 
man, and seems to have taken a chief part in the 
hunting of the poor servitors, one of whose 
duties was to see that students were in their 
rooms. Had he been in Oxford a little longer, 
he might have hunted George Whitefield, who 
came up as a servitor firom Gloucester; at it 
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was, the future preacher seenu to have sufknd 
no persecution except for iiia religMii ;• lie had 
**dkt thrown at" him, apd aomr refused to 
eM^iov him as senritor, because he had rai^^cd 
l^sett on the side of the Methodisu and <<ta]|Bn 
the Sacrament publicly on a w^k«day ac St 
Mary*Si'' Eiren the Master threatened to expel 
him if he eyer tisited the poor again. Bat 
Whitefield adds that his tutor was roost kind to 
him, and ** behaved <{inte like a Either/' With 
Geoige Whitefield may be compared a TSfy 
different senritor o£ rather a later date» John 
Moore, who rose to be Archbishcn) of Canter* 
bury. He owed to the Master of Pembroke's 
recommendation his tutorship of the son of the 
Duke of Marlborough, and his own rise in 
the Church to the Diijce's patronage. He had, 
it is said, won the good opinion of the Duke by 
declining the hand of the Dowager Duchess, 
when she offered it to him. 

It is amusing to hear from Graves, the friend 
of Blackstone, who was an exact contemporary 
of Whitefield's, of the sets in Pembroke in his 
day ; there was a reading set who met to study 
the less-known Greek authors, such as Theo- 
phrastus and Phalaris ; and a hard-drinking set, 
who consumed ale and tobacco; and a set of 
« bucks of the first head," who only drank 
wine and punch, and so despised the other set 
as "very low.*' And there were the "plain 
matter-of-fact men," who associated with all, 
and were keenly interested in politics. Graves 
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knew Shenstonc, who, like Beaamont, left Pem- 
broke without a degree. 

In the 19^1 ceotuqTy Pembroke hat been made 
far more prominent as a collm than it was dur- 
ing the ftrst two centuries of itt existence. It 
was in 1 820 that it had its first ^ce-Chancellor ; 
since then, a strange combination of drcumttances 
has giyen it two more, one of whom, Dr Jeune 
{* Tweedie), almost doubled the size of his col- 
lege. Of its famous men in this century, it is not 
necessary here to q^eak, but in writing of Dr 
Johnson s college, the name of the latest and 
best editor of Boswell, Dr fiirkbeck Hill, can- 
not be passed oyer* 
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WORCESTER COLLEGE 

pUILDINGS — In no coUegc is there so 
marked a contrast in buildings as in Wor- 
cester. On the left hand, in entering, are the 
quaint old monastic ** fnansiones** among the 
most picturesque things in Oxford, which be- 
longed to Gloucester College. The entrance 
block itself, and the buildings to the right 
hand on entering, are the spacious and digni- 
fied but somewhat monotonous erections of the 
eighteenth century. The old monastic build- 
ings haye been admirably described by Antony 
Wood; they are *' divided by particular roofs, 
partitions, and various forms of structure, and 
known from each other, like so many colonies 
and tribes, by arms and rebuses, that are de- 
picted and cut in stone over each door.'' Of 
these emblems, most are defaced beyond re- 
cognition; but over the door, at the S.W. 

»7S 



^ 



WORCESTER COLLEGE 

as anxious as the secular to have proper homes 
for their students in Oxford, and fr?e years after 
the foundation of the first college, -the general 
chapter of the Benedictine Order decided to 
establish a Hall in Oxford, and imposed for 
this purpose on all their foundations a tax of 
one-eigli^eth part of their, revenues. Before 
this arrangement could be carried out, the 
monastery at GloucMer received from the 
liberality of an individual, John Giflarde^ 
Baron of Brimsfield, the site of the present 
college, on which he founded a house of study 
for thirteen monks. Within ten years this 
foundation was thrown open to all Benedic- 
tme houses, which had each to defray the 
expenses of their own students. The college 
thus founded plays little part in University 
history; the Benedictines were not, like the 
Friars, pushing men of afiairs, abreast of all the 
movements of the time. The only names of 
note are those of Abbot John, of Whetham- 
stead, familiar to modem readers firom Froude's 
<' Chronicles of an English Abbey,'' and Thomas 
Walsmgham, the chronicler, also a monk from 
St Albans. 

With the Reformation this monastic college 
perished. Henry VIII. transferred it for a 
time to his new see of Oxford, but he re- 
sumed it again; robbing the Church was 
always more congenial to Henry than enldow>» 
ing it. With the second year of Elizabeth 
the buildings entered on their second stage of 
usefulness as Gloucester HalL This was the 
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fcaadatioQ of Sir Thonuw WhKe, wlio m aaid 
to have onginally intended to place St Jdm's 
here. It is a curiout chance that fifty yean 
kter Wadham College was nearly founded oa 
die same spot, but Dorothy Wadham sad fht 
then Principal could not agree aa to tenna. The 
«ew Hall» which thus twice escaped beng made 
a college, was partly dependent on St John's^ 
which owned its site and buildings^ and let thcai 
ttt leases renewed every twenty yean. At one 
time it was a tery saccessfaLfoundatioayOld 
had as many as one hundred members ; dus 
paid the Principal well, as the room rents fw^ 
nisbed his salary. But in the bad timea after 
the Restoration the Hall sank into very low 
water ; it had no students matriculated tar ifsm 
yearsy and the ** paths became grasa-growo." 
It fact, only the Principal, Eaton, aad his 
finnily were left, and he foind the bunics of 
chimney money almost more than he eouid 
bear.' ** He hath made great complaints: ateut 
the town, and created us yery good sport," says 
the uncharitable Prideaux, *^ but the old fi>ol 
hath been forced to pay the money." Things 
could hardly have been as bad as he aays, 6u 
She daughter^of this Principal, forty years krter, 
had affection enough for the old place to leaie 
it a large bene&ction. 

Before describing the ligorotts and pQaUBg 
man who tmned Gloucester Hall into a college 
a word must be said as to its distinguished sons 
during its century and a half of existente. Of 
these the earliest and the most distinguished 
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vat Thomai Allen^ the astrdoger and 
maliciao^ who rosided fat sixty-two ycari. 
Longevity hat alwayt been a strong pout at 
Worcester^ and the hue Provost^ Dr Cottooy 
kqit seventy years of unbroken restdence. Allen 
was respected by all the scholars of his time, 
e^g^f Savile, Cunden, Sdden, and Sir Thomas 
Bodky. The latt riiowed hb esteem in a 
curious way, for he left Allen ** his omoimI best 
gown and cloak," and Allen in return left the 
Bodleian some of its most valuable MSS. But 
the vulgar suspected his ** figuring and conjur- 
mg/' His aervant used to say that ** he n«t 
the spirits cooung iq> the stairs like bees*'' 
Hence he was coupled with Dr Dee as the 
agent of the Earl of Leicester for the Uack 
arts, and Scott may hare borrowed some pointi 
firom him for his character of Alasco in ^ Ke«l« 
worth." It was before this time that the dead 
body of Leicester's unfcntunate wife. Amy 
Robsart^ was brought to Gkwcester Hall, and 
lay there till it was buried at St Mary^si A 
maous pupil of Allen's, who was at the HaO, 
was Sir Kenehn Digby, who inherited his 
master's belief in magic, and is said to have 
killed his wife by an experiment wluch was 
intended to perfect her great beauty. Richard 
Lovelace, the poet, may be also mentioned. 

The last Princi^ ct the Hall, and the man 
who raised it to ita present rank at a college^ 
was l^r Benjamia Woodroffe, Canon of Chnst 
Church. He was a gjptdal object of dislike 
to his contemporary, Pridcaox, who is fiill of 
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stories as to his folly and meddling ; he preaches 
''the most scandalous dunceall sermon, as is 
agreed by all that heard it '' ; at another timfe 
he flirts publicly in his rooms in Christ Church 
with a lady whose hand he wished to secure^ 
** fanmng lumself in the window with her £ui 
all the afternoon/' But there is no doubt that 
Prideauz does Woodrofle injustice; he would 
be admired in our day for what his critic con- 
demns, — his intention to publish a curious sea- 
man's journal which had come into his hands ; 
and even Prideaux at last says that he thinks 
Woodroffe, who was talked of for a bishopric, 
would make a better bishop than most people 
fimcy. 

' It was this pushing, busy man who became 
head of Gloucester HaU in 169a. Hts first 
scheme for reviving the fortunes of his foundation 
was a strange one. All through the seventeenth 
century there had been maintained a connexion, 
more or less dose^ between the Greek and 
the English Church* As the result of this, 
Greek scholars came at intervals to England, 
and Woodrofle, the n^w Principal of Gknip- 
cester Hall, conceived the brilliant idea of 
having a special college for them in Oxford, 
where the services and exercises should be per- 
formed in Greek. He wrote about it to the 
Patriarch, and asked for subscriptions to carry 
out this scheme ; in all there were to be twenty 
Greeks in Oxford. Five actually came in 169^ 
and a few more after; but the experiment was nidt 
a success ; the Roman Catholics got hold of some^ 
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and others fell into bad ways, and in 1705 the 
Patriarch forbade any more students to come. 
Dr WoodrofFe seems to hare been partially 
responsible for the failure of the scheme, for he 
looked after neither the studies nor the accommo- 
dation of hi» students. His talents were ^)ecula- 
tiye and not practical. 

But he had now another scheme on hand. 
Sir Thomas Cookes^'^a Worcestershire man, had 
announced that he was proposing to leaye 
^lOyOOO to Oxford. There was a perfect 
swarm of claimants fer it, including all the Halls 
and Balliol College. Howerer, Woodroffe got 
it, and in 1698 an elaborate scheme was ppwsed 
for the arrangements of the new college. But 
even after this Sir Thomas held back ; the site 
of Worcester was not freehold and St John's 
made difficulties; both the coy donor and the 
unfortunate Principal died before the business 
was finally setded by Worcester «ecuring the 
money and stardng on its career in 1714. 

Numerous bene^tors came forward to help 
the new foundation, especially Dr Clarke'^of All 
Souls ; he gare not only money and the design 
for his buildings, but also his library, and it is 
among his books that in our own day the Crom- 
wellian scholar, Mr Firth, has unearthed the 
Clarke papers and so many other seventeenth 
century treasures. 

About 1740 Worcester acqimed its lorely 

ffiirden and die meadows to the West of it from 

St John's, but these were not laid out till 1827 : 

the name of the Bursar who did this, Richard 
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Gretwdl, desenres to be remembered, even if kit 
share in refoaoding (1843) the National Society 
be forgotten. In our own century Worcester 
has been brought within the reach of the rest of 
the University by the opening of Beaumont 
Street about 1 820. Previously it could only be 
reached by a circuitous route through George 
Street, or by the narrow alley which is s^ 
called Friars' Entry. Even the Uniyersity 
reco^ised the difficulties of getting there, for a 
roan of Gloucester Hall was excused for non« 
attendance when his grace was asked at St 
Mary's, ** because of the distance and tise wiad 
being against him he could not hear the belL" 
Cox, the bedell, in his <« Reoollections of 
Oxford,'' draws a comic picture of the stately 
Vice<^hancellor, Dr Landon,*with his maces 
before him, threading his way up Friars^ Entry, 
through cfothes hanging out to dry and among 
swarming children. The remoteness of Worces- 
ter College and its gardens conjoindy have won 
for it the nickname of ^' Botany Bay." 

The most femous name at Worcester durii^ 
Dr Landon's provostship, is that of Thomas de 
Quincey, the English opium-eater, who lived on 
No. 10 Staircase. He was abeady odd, for he 
astonished the college by '* scratching" in the 
middle of an examination in which he vfsa 
expected to do very well. Dr Landon was 
succeeded by Dr Cotton,^who6elong reign lasted 
down to our own day, and who b one of the 
** Twelve good men " so charmingly described by 
Dean Burgon. 
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KEBLE COLLEGE 

l/EBLE COLLEGE owes iu origin to two 
^^ modern movements ; one is the reyival of 
Church feeling, to which the scholar and poet 
whose name it bears gave so powerfid an im- 
pulse ; the other is the democratic feeling of the 
century, which desires that the adrantages of 
the best education should be shared by all. It 
was these feelings which, as early as 1^45, led 
to a widely-signed memorial bebg presented to 
the Hebdomadal Board, suggesting that Oxford 
ought to do something to provide higher educa- 
tion on Church lines for those who were too 
poor to profit by the existing colleges. Among 
the signatories of this memorial were the great 
Lord Shaftesbury and Mr Gladstone. The 
subject was taken up by the Vicar of St Mary's, 
the saintly Charles Marriott of Oriel, but his 
premature death in 1858 prevented anything 
coming of the scheme. It was not till 1865 that 
the question was revived. Of the committee 
which then proceeded to act, only Dr Ince of 
Christ Church, and Professor Burrows of All 
Souls, survive. Inmiediately after the produc- 
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tion of their report, which sketched a college 
embodying the main features of Keble, John 
Keble died. It was felt that the moyement 
would gain by being associated with his name, 
and that its success would be the best tribute 
to his memory. More than ^50,000 was at 
once raised, and in Michaelmas term, 187O9 
Keble College was opened. At that time the 
present Nor^ East, and West blocks of the 
larger quadrangle were completed, from the 
design of Mr Butterfield. As to their artistic 
success, opinions vary. It is, at any rate, a pity 
that the architect's fondness for loud and striking 
colours was not kept more in check. 

The special features of Keble as a foundation 
are numerous. Its gorernment b in the hands, 
qot of a body of self-electing fellows, but of the 
Council, which represents the original subscribers, 
and which appomts the Warden, who is its 
Chairman, and nominates its tutors ; hence Keble 
is not a college, in the strict sense of the word, 
as it lacks independence. This is reflected in 
the arrangements of the magnificent chapel, which 
was entirely given by Mr Gibbs of Tyntesfield, 
and opened in 1876. Here the seats are not 
arranged N. and S., as in college chapels or 
cathedral choirs, for members of a foundation, 
but all &cing E., as in an ordinary parish 
church. 

The inner life of Keble, too, is different 

from that of other colleges. With a view to 

economy, a fixed payment (of ^Sz a year) is 

substituted for the ordinary battels of other 
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coll^CBy which vary according to a man's 
indiTidoal tastes and needs ; and commoa meals 
in Hall take the place of the separate meak^ 
which, with the exception of dinner, men else- 
where haye in their own rooms. This feature, 
too, is reflected in the huildings, whese the 
rooms are arranged along corndors nmning 
through the whole block, and not upon separate 
staircases. The advantages of Keble, too, are 
restricted to members of ^e Church of England. 
The magnificence of the chapel symbolises this ; 
here, in every form of rich decoration, is ex- 
Messed the idea of the continuity of the Church. 
The main body of the chapel is adorned with 
icenes and figures from the Old Testunent; 
these find their antitypes in the mosaics of the 
sanctuary, which represent the great events in 
the life of our Lord, while His Figure in 
mosaic above the altar is the culminating point 
up to which all the other pictures lead. 

Whether Keble has realised the intentions of 
its founders, it is too soon yet to say. They 
certainly have socceeded in giving Oxford 
another and a deservedly successful college; 
but that it is specially economical, or that it 
draws from a class before unprovided for, is to 
say the least doubtfid. With good reason the 
college has enjoyed the liberality of English 
Churchmen. The splendid Hall and Library 
were began in 1876, these also being gifts of 
the Gibbs family. The latter used to contain 
Holman Hunt's beautiful picture, " The Light of 
the World," which has now been transferred to 
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the chapel ; thii was the gift of Mrs ConAte^ 
the myuficent donor of the Hohnan Hunt 
MctiiKs in the UnWeraity Galleiy (see p; SiB). 
The MSS. of Mr Keble^ includiiig mi autograph 
copy of the greater mrt of the CirMan Tmt, 
and die librvy of jDr Liddon, gi¥e the ccrf- 
kction of books a special interest. 

The Hall has already been enriched with 
some portraits,' of which the most impoitant are 
Richoiond's posthumous painting of Keble, and 
those of the ferst Warden,Dr Talbot, nowBishop 
of Rochester, and of the Rer. Aubrey Moore^ 
one of the authors of ** Lux Mundi," whose 
premature death was so great a loss to hk college 
and the yufhole Umyersity; both these are, to 
speak gently, most unfortunate as fikenesses. 
More successful is the eariy portrait of Dr 
Liddon, who was a member of the CoundL 

Kehle is too young a foundation to have as 
yet many distinmushed sons, but of its Jim tutors 
two are now faiwops, Dr Mylne, laie of Bombay, 
and Dr Jayne of Chester $ and Dr Wkttii^ton 
Ingram, the Bishop of London, was an under- 
graduate there. 



s88 



XXIV 

HERTFORD COLLEGE 

jyiLDINGS The buildinga of this col- 
lege, as seen from inside the quadnmgle^ 
e pcturesque in their variety, but are not im- 
Ming. The oldest part is the Library (formerly 
ke Hall), on New College Street, which is 
lizabethan. Next in date is the part opposite 
te gateway, which is Jacobean. The S.E. 
igle of the college and the chapel (consecrated 

1 716) are the work of the indefatigable Dr 
^ewton, and the two houses, joined by the Hall 
id gateway, were built in 1822 ; they are pain- 
Jly like private hotels. Finally, about 1889, 
It Jackson built the present Hall and the rooms 
1 the N. side of the quadrangle. He has cer- 
Inly been as successful as was possible, con- 
dering the nature of his task. The block on 
le N. of New College Street (begun 1902) 

also his. 
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npHE history of Hertford College is the most 
^ chequered in the University. The present 
foundation only dates from 1874, but it unites 
the traditions and some of the buildings of Hart 
Hall, which existed on this site as hr back as 
the thirteenth century, with those of Magdalen 
Hall, to which the University transferred the 
site and buildings in 1816 ; old Magdalen 
Hall, which was on the site of the St Swithun's 
buildings of Magdalen College, was burned 
down in 1820, and its dispossessed members 
took possessiim of their new home in 1821. To 
Kid to the complication. Hart Hall had been 
Hertford College for the last sixty years of its 
eidstence. 

Of old Hart Hall there is not very much to 
record ; it was occupied by the members of 
Exeter and by those of New College before 
their own buildings were ready for them. In 
fact, William of Wykeham seems to have 
bought Hart Hall from a community of nuns, 
who had no claim to sell it; as Mr Rashdall 
says, ** nuns had a great reputation as women of 
business;'' One name only need be mentioned 
of the members of the Hall — ^that of the &mous 
John Selden ; he is one of the best instances in 
English history of the combination of politician 
and scholar, for he was not only a champion of 
English liberty against the early Stuarts, but also 
the *' dictator of English learning" in his day, and 
his knowledge ranged from Syrian deities to tithes, 
his book on which is still a standard authority. 

The story of the transformation of Hart Hall 
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into Hertford College is one of the most carious 
in the history of Oxford. The then Principal, 
Dr Newton,^ was a remarkable man, with an 
extraordinary desire to reform his Hall and the 
University generally, and an equally extraordinary 
fondness for writing pamphlets. His first great 
battle was about migrations from his Hall ; one 
of his pupils, Seaman, who had been punished at 
Hart Hall for cutting lectures, refusing to do 
impositions and hissing the tutors, was admitted 
At Oriel College. Of course he had no ** Bene 
discessit," and Newton thundered against the 
ProTost of Oriel as if the whole of University 
discipline were at stake ; the Provost, Dr Carter, 
took refuge in silence, so that a wag wrote — 
** O endless question, should it last so long 
11U Carter speaks, or Newtou liolds his tongue." 

Another of Newton's scholars wanted to fol- 
low Seaman's example, and migrate to Balliol ; 
he was allowed to go because he could get a 
scholarship (of ;^3), but he offended Newton 
by saying he could live more cheaply at Balliol. 
The Principal proceeded to show that the man's 
terminal expenses at Hart Hall had been 
jQ'js 17s. id., and that he himself lived as the 
undergraduates did. ** Tenpence a day hath paid 
for my breakfast, dinner, and supper, even when 
there was ale in the society which now there is 
not." This last passage refers to Newton's 
putting down the old strong ale, and confining 
his men to " small beer " ; even this he stopped 
at last. Newton's discipline led to sneers in the 
University against his ^'regimen of small beer 
291 



OXFORD AND ITS COLLEGES 

and apple dumplinga." One other excuse for 
migration must be mentioned; a man went to 
Trinity, because it had a very fine garden which 
would be good for his health ; Newton let him 
go, bat read him a lesson on the virtue of obedi- 
ence as illustrated by the Trinity Lime Walk 
«< obedient to the bender's will." 

Meanwhile for twenty years he struggled to get 
his charter of incorporation for Hertford College. 
This was resisted by some of the fellows of 
Exeter, who claimed that Hart Hall belonged 
to them, because it had always paid a rent of 
^i, 13s. 4d. since the days of their Founder. 
The Attorney General ruled that they had no 
rights beyond this payment, but private influence 
was able to thwart Newton, who, says Heame, 
was called " Founder mad." At last, however, 
he got his way, and Hertford College was founded 
1740. Its endowments were of the scantiest, 
for unluckily one of Newton's friends who had 
promised an estate if the college were in- 
corporated, died during the long delay ; New- 
ton's own endowment was £$$9 6s. 8d., but 
he tried to make up by elaboration of statutes 
for scantiness of endowment. Nothing was too 
minute for mention : the way in which lectures 
were to be given and themes were to be corrected 
is prescribed, and so is the amount which is to 
be paid for a commons of meat at dinner — 3d. — 
and the way in which it is to be served. The 
joint was to be brought in, and men were to help 
themselves in order of seniority ; but if the senior 
took too much or ** in an unhandsome manner " 
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(f^.,<< hacked the joint," for undergraduate earr- 
ing b proverbially bad), then the junior nught 
ask to have the meat << sent up in messes." The 
hours of work are carefully settled, and, by a 
strange provision, the men were not allowed in 
each others' rooms during them, U.^ before noon 
or from 2 to 6 p.m. This order was to be 
enforced by the tutors, one of whom was to live 
in each comer of the college, and have eight men 
under him ; Newton built one such comer blocks 
Li.y that on the S.E. Not more than eight men 
were to be admitted each year, and the tutor 
was to superintend their education all through 
their time ; but the Principal, if he ^ delight in 
the education of youth," and '< it shall be made 
Worth his while," may have one pupil himself; 
in this capacity the future Prime Mimster, Henry 
Pelham, was Newton's own pupil. 

Newton was eager to reform the lack of dis- 
cipline ^no one was under any circumstances to 
be admitted into Hertford alter lo p.m.), the 
extravagance in dress, and the general expen- 
siveness of Oxford life. The tutors were to 
supervise the pupils' expenditure, receive their 
quarterly allowances, pay their debts, and hand 
over the balance, in whole or in part, according 
as he <<shall be satisfied of the pupil's discretion." 
It should be recorded to Newton's credit that he 
never asked any thing for himself, though he 
had great weight with his old pupil, Pelham, and 
might have been made a bishop. 

He died in 1753, and his college survived for 
half a century ; its most Bimous pupil was Charles 
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James Fox,'^ who is said to have read so hard that 
his father. Lord Holland, took him away without 
a degree. He did something else, however, as 
well as read, for on one occasion when the gates 
were shut, he jumped from his window into Cat 
Street (i.e., St Catherine's Street) to take part 
in a town and gown row. 

But the lack of endowments crushed the 
college. When Dr Hodgson died in 1805, 
there were only two fellows and no pupils left, 
and no one could be found willing to take the 
headship except the senior of these, Hewitt, 
who was half mad. He << nominated and ad- 
mitted" himself Principal, and wrote endless 
letters to get himself recognised ; in one of these 
he ingeniously argues that if he was not qualified 
to be head, then his predecessor, Dr Durell, 
also was not qualified; but Dr Durell had 
been Vice-Chancellor ; so the Uniyersity itself 
was dissolved, and all its acts were null and 
void. Meantime the buildings were deserted, 
and were "squatted in" by all sorts of odd 
characters. As if to mark the decaying state 
of the college, part of the building in Cat Street 
fell down in 1820. It was accordingly decided 
by a commission that Hertford College had 
ceased to exist, and the buildings were trans- 
ferred by Royal Letters Patent to the Uniyer- 
sity, to be held in trust for Magdalen Hall, 
the members of which body took possession 
of them in 1822. The scanty endowments 
were applied to the foundation of the Hertford 
Uniyersity Scholarship. 
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Magdalen Hall had been founded by William 
of Waynflete, and in the sixteenth century had 
the honour of educating Tyndale,* the translator 
of the Bible, and Daniell the poet. In it the 
Puritan traditions of the college were continued. 
At one time it had as many as 3CX> members, and 
in 1640 its students pulled down the May-pole at 
Holywelly which offended their Puritan feelings. 
It supplied a large number of the scholars, who 
were intruded into the other colleges by the Puri- 
tan Visitors, e.g,^ Dr Wilkins, the Warden of 
Wadham. It boasted, too, of having tramed two 
judges of very different character, L'Isle, the 
president of the High Court of Justice, and the 
universally beloved Sir Matthew Hale, and 
among its members were two leading statesmen 
of the opposing parties. Lord Clarendon * and 
Sir Henry Vane. Even more ^mous was the 
philosopher Hobbes,"^ who, by a curious chance, 
wa(s a member of this Puritan foundation. Swift 
also took his ad eundem degree from Dublm at 
Magdalen HalL 

It was these traditions which were brought 
to the much disputed site at the head of St 
Catherine's Street, and for fifty years Magdalen 
Hail lasted there. Then the great banker, Mr 
Baring, once more ereaed Hertford College, 
this tirhe with ample endowments. It was a 
curious chance which enabled a nineteenth 
century founder to combine in a new foundation, 
which yet was not new, the traditions of a 
medieval hall, of Puritan ascendancy, and of an 
eighteenth century academic reformer. 
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THE BODLEIAN LIBRARY 

npHE oldest part of the Bodleian is that oner 
the Diyinity School,^ which is known fls 
Duke Humphrey's Library; it was bnildiiig 
aU through the middle of the fifteenth century 
(1444- 1 480), and is unique among great 
libraries, with its curious studies lined with old 
books and looking oyer the beautiful garden of 
Exeter College. Its present elaborate roof was 
added by Sir Thomas Bodley, when lie 
restored the Library at the beginnbg of the 
seyenteenth century. In one respect only has 
it changed; in 1700 it was found that the 
weight of books was crushing the walls out of 

1 This most glorious of the rooms which b^ng to 
the University was built at the same time as the 
Library ; its ceiling is a splendid example of Perpendi- 
cular work. The Divinity School is associated with 
the last days of Cranmer, who here maintained Ills 
doctrine as to the Holy Eucharist against the Roman 
controversialists, and it was also the meeting-plaoe of the 
Parliament of Charies L 
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the perpendicttlar. Sir Christopher Wren was 
called in to advise, and at his direction were 
biult the huge buttresses which form so pictur- 
esque a feature in the Exeter garden. 

The first part to be added to the Bodleian 
was the east wing, which was erected 1610- 
161 2. It stands over the entrance to the 
Divinity School, which is called by the fiimiliar 
name of the ** Pig Market." The west wing 
was added about twenty years later, over Arch- 
bishop Laud's Convocation House, a building 
which has from that time to this been used by 
the University for its business ; it is very quaint, 
with its curious late Gothic and its hard, back- 
less benches. 

The Bodleian Picture Gallery was added 
(i6i3-i6i9)asthe third storey of the quadrangle 
of the Examination Schools ; these were built in 
the reign of James I. and have one by one been 
absorbed by the all-devouring Library. Only the 
old school of Natural Philosophy is left indepen- 
dent ; it is now used for the Hope Collection of 
Portraits, which was bequeathed to the Univer- 
sity some twenty years ago, and numbers over 
200^000 pictures. The Tower of the Schools' 
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grateful Uniyerdty by asdstiog in the building of 
a proper library to receive them. Though it 
was not finished for a generation after his death, 
the old room, as is fitting, bears his name, and 
truly answers to the description which the Uni- 
▼ersitj gave of it when ottering the Duke the 
title of "Founder,'* as being **far removed from 
all worldly noise." But though Duke Hum- 
phrey's library remains, his books do not; the 
<* reforming" zeal of Edward VI. 's commis- 
sioners dispersed these to the four winds of 
heayen as being " Popish," though the Duke's 
tastes had been modern, and it was not the 
schoolmen whom he had loved but the classical 
writers and even modem authors like Dante, 
Petrarch, and Boccaccio. 

The Library was left bare and empty, and in 
1 556, the University, having no longer any books, 
appointed a committee of five to "sell the 
shelves"; and so Duke Humphrey's library 
was bare indeed. Of the books thus scattered 
only four have found their way back to their 
home (and the claim of two of these to be the 
Duke's is very doubtful) ; among these the 
" Epistles of Pliny " ♦ contains his autograph. 

But the Bodleian was to rise like a Phoenix 
from the ashes of the old library. Sir Thomas 
Bodley (p. 80), after long serving his country 
abroad as a diplomadst, ** concluded at the last to 
set up his staff at the Libranr door of Oxford." 
He proposed not only to rent the old building, 
but to furnish it with books and with an endow- 
ment ; he made this offer in 1 598, and in 1 600 
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the Library was open, thus being the oldest 
public library in Europe. 

Bodley chose for his Librarian, James of 
New College, who was Rector of St Aldate's 
Church; he seems to have been in every way 
worthy of the post, except that, to the Founder's 
great grief, he insisted on the statute against 
marriage being relaxed in his fiivour. With 
one other exception, he was the only married 
Librarian till the statute was altered in 1813. 
Conspicuous among Sir Thomas' own gifts is 
die beautiful Frendh MS. of the ** Romance of 
Alexander," * with its quaint pictures of trades, 
amusements, etc., at the foot of its pages. 

The Founder not only gave himself, he induced 
others to give, and, above all, he obtained from 
the Stationers a promise to present a copy of all 
books printed by members of their company. 
Of course, many difficulties were made as to 
the carrying out of this contract, until finally, in 
1709, the first Copyright Act was passed, by 
which a copy of all works entered at Stationers' 
Hall had to be deposited in the Bodleian and 
eight other libraries. This privilege is now 
limited to ^ye Tthe British Museum, Oxford, 
Cambridge, Advocates' Library Edinburgh, 
and Trinity College Dublin). 

With a view of encouraging benefactors, 
Bodley presented the Library with a great 
Register,^ in which their names were to be 
recorded. The Bodleian early began to enjoy 
royal favour ; King James in 160 J visited it, 
and was pleased to say that its Founder ought 
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to hafe been called ** Sir Thomas Godly," and 
that he would wish to be a captive there, chained 
like the books. Moreover, he presented a folio 
copy of his works in 1620 to the ** most holy 
temple of Mnemosjrne/' This was brought to 
Oxford by the Royal Librarian, to whom the 
University presented ;^20 for his pains, and 
it was received by the Librarian, Rous, in a 
^ prectie speech,'' in which, among other compli- 
ments, he said dmt probably, in the other w<»ld. 
Sir Thomas Bodley was rendered happier by 
the glory of that day. Far more interesting to 
our own time are the memorials of a greater 
sovereign. Queen Elizabeth ; the Library pos- 
sesses not only an exercise book,* whidi had 
been shared by her and her brother Edward, but 
also a translation of Ochino's **'De Ghristo," * 
which she made as a New Year's gift for her 
brother, the King. Equally interesting is the 
^Gospel Book,"* which belonged to the good 
Queen Margaret (St Margaret) of Scotland, 
the niece of Edgar Atheling, and which, ac- 
cording to the verses inscribed in it, was the 
subject of a miracle, for it fell into the water, 
and was recovered unhurt. This was acquired 
in our own day by the present Librarian, Mr 
Nicholson. 

Charles L visited the Library on more than 
one occasion, and is said to have here consolted 
the *<Sortes Virgilianae" with the most un- 
happy result ; he had been persuaded by Lord 
Falkland to try his luck, and opened oa the 
passage— 
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« Let him for niccour sue from place to place, 
Torn from his subjects, and his son's embrace. : 

« • • • 

And when at length the ctnel war shaH cease, 
On hard conditions BMirhe buy hit peace.** 

[Dryden's Translation. J 

Lord Patkland only made matters worale^ 
when, hoping to remove the bad effect of the 
Qolirckj omen, he too opened the Virgil; his 
age vat that on the antimely death of 

« O curst essay of arms, disastrous doom, 
Pt^de of bloody fields and fights to cone.'' 

, Charles, on one occasion, while in Oxford, 
asked to have a book sent him from the Library, 
but. the Librarian, Rous, himself waited on the 
King, and showed him that such a ^voar was 

E*'e forbidden by the Founder's statutes. The 
g graciously gave way, and commended the 
zeal ofthe Librarian for his duties; and a similar 
respect for authority was shown by Oliver Crom- 
well, when he had asked for the loan of a book 
for a foreigner* He ranks among the bene^ctors 
of the Library, to which he presented more than 
twenty MSS. ; but this gift of "a usurper " was 
never entered in the great B«ae£icdon book. 

The memorials of England's great writers, 
however, are far more valiuble than those of the 
Royal visitors. Shakspere is represented by a 
copy of " Ovid," in which his signature can still 
be seen ; this was acquired in 1865 for only j£g, 
because doubts were entertained of its genuine- 
ness ; it is now, however, believed to be authentic 
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Spencer is represented by an extremely rare book, 
<*Howleglav' which he had wagered to his 
friend Gabriel Harvey, ag^nst a copy of Lucian; 
Harvey won it by reading it and other books 
within the given time, but complains in an auto- 
graph note that he had *< trifled away so many 
honn as were idly overpassed in running through 
the foresaid foolish books''; he thought them 
not ** comparable for subde and crafty feats with 
Joe Miller." This book came by a curious 
chance, among the learned folios — of Classics, 
Theology, Law, and Science — of the great 
scholar, John Selden."^ 

Both these priceless relics, of course^ were 
acquired long after the days of the writers | 
but many English authors have themselves pre« 
sented their works. The first of these is Samud 
Daniel, who in i6oi, wrote in the '' newly aug- 
mented " edition of his poems, an address to his 
book which begins : — 

" Heere in this goodly Magazine of witte, 
This Storehouse of the choisest ftirnitiire 

The woild doth yeeide, liere in this exquisite 
And most isre monument, tliat doth immnre 

The gbrious reiiques of the best of men, 
Thou, part imperfect work, voodisafed art 

A litde roome." 

Daniel seems conscious of his time spent at 
Oxford, when, as Wood says, ** his glory was 
more prone to easier and smoother studies than 
picking and hewing at Logic, and he left without 
a degree." In 1 6^7 Milton sent, at the Librarian's 
request, a copy of his ** Poems," both Latin ai^d 
Englisti (1645), ^^^^ ^ ^^"g autograph Latin 
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Ode * ; he also preflented another book of hit to 
the **Memoruf perpetus Fanum^* as he callt 
the Bodleian. Both these were in the eigh- 
teenth century turned out with a number of 
other duplicates, from which Crynes, who tells 
the story, was allowed to help himself; fbrtun- 
atdy, he was too good a royalist to take the 
book of a regicide, and so Milton's gifts re- 
mained in the Bodleian in spite of the blunders 
of its authorities. 

Second only to Milton's gifb in interest are 
the relics of Shelley, which were bequeathed 

2uite recently by Lady Shelley ; his autograph 
ISS. of << Prometheus Unbound^'' and of other 
poems, are now in view, with his portrait and the 
copy of Sophocles, which after his drowning 
was found by Trelawney in his pocket. 

But the Bodleian has associations with others, 
not less interesting than the English poets. Fore- 
most among these is Archbishop Laud, who, 
among his numerous benefactions to the Uni- 
▼ernty, especially singled out the Bodleian. At 
internals between 1635 ^^ 1640^ he sent down 
about 1300 MSS., besides corns and curiosities 
of all kinds ; of these the most fiunofus is the 
great Codex Laudianus * of the Acts of the 
Apostles, one of the chief authorities for the 
text of the New Testament, and a book which 
probably was once used by the great scholar 
Bede. The letter which the archbishop sent 
down in 1640 with his last gift is very touching; 
he apologises for the shortness of his letter and 
the scantiness of his gift, but he sees that ** the 
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ttart hardly Iceep their couraes or yield bat 
feeble light from the dense inaMet c^ cloud." 
So he has resolTedy he tells the Vice-Chancellor, 
to place his treasures ** in safety, La^ I hope, 
with you " ; and it is pleasant to thindiL that his 
hopes have been fulfilled. When Oxford was 
taken by the ParliamenUrian army, Sir T. Fairfax 
made it hia first care to guard the Bodleian 
against possible mischance from the more fiuiatic 
of his followers. But eyen among these the 
Bodleian found friends ; Hugh Peters, the in- 
dqpcndeat, presented a great Dutch BiUe^ 
<< bound in sUk and gold.'' And the Register 
shows that the number of readers still kept «p ; 
it is not necessanr to take too seriously ^ 
macaronic verset ofa royalist poet, who describes 
in the Bodleian — 

'* Neglectot Tidi libros multos, 
Quod inioijne nurandwn, 
Nam intei bairdos Tot et stultos 
There's few could understand 'em.** 

And the next great ben^actioa came fron m 
Parliamentarian, John Selden,. who died in 
1654; he seems to have had some difierence 
with the Librarian, because he was not allowed 
to borrow a MS. without exorbitant security; 
but partly through his own will and portly 
through his executors, the Library became 
possessed of some 8000 books and MSS.; 
among these is a copy of the first book priated 
in English, Caxton's collection of ^^The 
Histories of Troye "♦ (1474). 
The largest bene^tion of MSS» which tlK 
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Libfary ever receiyed was that of the indefttig^ 
able antiqiiaiyy Dr Richard Rawlinsoiiy the non- 
juring Bishop (p. 250). He died in 1 7559 leay- 
ing tihie Untrersity nearly 5000 MSS,, besides 
pnoted books and manv pictures and curiosittes ; 
•ome of the <<Holbeins m the gallery came from 
hbn* He had been a collector in days when 
energy and intelligence, rather than a long purse, 
were the requisites for success; it is curious to 
read how he picked up for a few pence the ori- 
ginal minute book of the High Commission Court, 
giving an authentic account of the proceedings 
which more than anything else ruined James IL 
On another occasion he << rescued from the 
grocers, chandlers, &c.," a large number of 
ptpers as to the negotiations which bronght 
William of Orange into England* Eren more 
lateresting from the Oxford point of view are 
the 150 yolumes of Heame's diary, reaching 
oyer Uiirty years, and containing that maryellous 
collection of Uniyersity stories, Jacobite gcMsip, 
and antiquarian leammg, which has been a 
storehouse of good things ever since for the 
lover of Oxford. Rawlinson had bought these 
of Heame's widow for £10^. So huge was 
the Rawlinson bequest that it overwhelmed the 
staff of the Library, and many of the treasures 
were not even looked at for more than a 
century. 

Two more bequests must be briefly men- 
tioned: in 1809 came the collection of anti- 
quarian and topographical woriLSi which had 
been formed by Grough, and in 1834, the 
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larities of the Douce collection. Nearly ail 
the finest examples of missal painting which 
are in the Bodleian came at this time, and how 
fine they are a glance at the cases of books 
exhibited will show* It was reported on good 
authority that Douce selected the Bodleian for 
this priceless bequest, on account of the courtesy 
which had been shown to him by the Librarian, 
Dr Bandinel, when he visited the Library. 

No doubt another great reason was the &ct 
that the Bodleian, according to its Founder's 
statutes, does not lend its books out. The 
result is that it has been able to take more care 
of its treasures, . and has lost fewer than any 
other great library except the British Museum. 
Not that even the Bodleian has been scatheless j 
Paulus^ the German author of the once notorious 
Leben Jetu^ carried off a valuable Arabic MS., 
which was only recovered fifty years later. But if 
the Bodleian has' lost by dishonesty of this 
kindr It has also gained ; one of the earliest gifts 
that it received was a Greek MS*^ which had 
been ^stolen from New College Library only 
the year before, and ^the Dean and Chapter q£ 
Exeter in 1602 had calmty presented '- Sir 
Thomas Bodley with some eighty books irom 
their Chapter Library, including the famous Leo- 
fiic missal They cared not for the donor's curse 
recorded in the book, that '< If any man take 
this book «way from the Church of St Peter at 
Exeter, let him be ever accursed." But no 
amount of precaution has ever been able to 
check the bibliographic thief, and the Library 
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hat, for nearly a century and a half, giyen vp 
jhe iron chains by which once its folios were 
all secured. In 1769 no less than nineteen 
cwts* of- these were sold as old iron. For- 
rtatately the Library has not often suffered from 
,oiitr^ig^ of a different kind such as Antony 
Wood describes in 1660, when Milton's and 
Grodwin's controversial works were removed 
from it. In the days of the first Librarian^ 
books of this ** heretical and schismatical " kind 
were not allowed to be read without special 
jeaye of the Viee-Chancellor and the Regius 
Professor of Diyinity* 

In our own day the Library seems more 
likely to suffer froln keeping too niiuch than from 
losses ; the Founder had almost prohibited the 
admission, of plays, etc., from which, << even tf 
Bcnne fitde profit might be reaped (which God 
knows is very little), the benefit thereof will 
nothing countervail the harm than the scandal 
will iMing upon the Library, when it shall be 
given out that we stuffed it full of baggage 
books/' Now, however, everything is kepf^ 
though, of course, works of fiction are not 
issued to readers except under verv special 
circumstances and for purposes' of study. 

Beside its books the Bodleian haa many 
other possessions ^ some of the more interesting 
of its many pictures are mentioned below, and 
its collection of coins is one of the largest in 
England. It has, too, a number of interesting 
architectural models, and though many of its 
curiosities have gone to the Ashmolean, yet 
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nuuiy renunoy notably the chair made from the 
wood of die Golden ffmd^ m which Drake sailed 
roond the world. la hxXi in the Befenteenth 
ceotiuy, it recciyed the quaintest presents, e^g.^ a 
Tartar cloak, which was oddly enough cdHed 
*< Joseph'^s coait,'' because of its many eokHm, 
and the body of a dried negro boy. Some of 
these have gone to the Science Museum. 

The treasures of the Bodleian are endless ; it 
has well fulfilled tlie praise bestowed oil ks 
youth by King James that it is the garden where 
the **frutts of talent and ability^ grow and are 
gathered.* 

* The portndts of college foundei? may be n^gbctcd, 
"iis they are mere copiei^ The following pictures may 
be nbdoed f they are arranged in order, loQowing the 
Mt wall of XM galiery on emering, and retandng aixxng 
the opposite waB) :~-Dr John Raddiab (Sir O, Knctter) ; 
Mary Queen of Scots (three pictures)^ one of. which k 
▼ery interesting as representing tne Queen shordy 
before her death ; Dean Stanley (Watts) ; Pkin'Mso- 
domld (A. Ramsay) ; Duns Scotus (quite un aut h eutie) ; 
X>and Burleigh riding.on an ass ; Camden the sotiqwiry 
(Ctierartfi) ; Sir Hans Sloane (RichardsonY; Sir Ken^m 
Digby (yandyck) ; Archbishop Cranmer (School of Hol- 
bein'); H. Ordtitts ; Eaili^ Leicester (OUTer> Theie 
Is « BBe {uU-kngth statue of the Eail ^ Pembfoke^ wlltf, 
as Chancellor, assisted in the buildisigfSf the gidkry^ Md 
interesting busts of Rev. F. .. w. Robertson, Mr 
Gladstone, and Dr Jowett of BallioL One of Herkomer's 
best portraits is that of Bishop Stubbs/ln the 
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UNIVERSITY MUSEUMS AND 
COLLECTIONS 

AS the Bodleian is the okkft pubHc libnry in 
^ Enrope^ so the old Unifenky museon nay 
daim to be the first public collection of curiosf- 
iks in England. It was bequeathed to Oxibrd 
in 1682 by Elias Ashmok, **the greatest ?ir- 
411060 and curioso that was ever known or read 
«f in Engbndy'' and filled twelre caits when 
tent down from London; but he himself had 
inherited the nucleus of it from the Tradescants, 
whose *^ ark/' as it was caUed, had been a popular 
show in London under Charles I* In its original 
form it had consisted largely of objects of naSnual 
history^ to which Ashmole had added pictures, 
coins, etc He had stipulated that the tlnifcr* 
sity should provide it with a prc^per bdldii^, and 
the present Ashmolean was erected for it; the 
fine upper room was the place of show, while in 
the lower room and in the basement the pro- 
fessors of philosophy and of chenustry had lec- 
ture rooms, and the latter even a residence. 

Unfortunately the endowment was very small, 
and the collection was neglected till the last 
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century, when it was put in order by " good John 
Duncan/' of New College, and his brother, and 
by Mr J. H. Parker ; it has been especially ex- 
tended under the present curator, Mr A, J. Evans, 
the learned and fortunate explorer of Crete. 

Meantime the Univernty had received many 
other benefactions, including various scientific 
collections, and the Arundel (1677) and 
the I^omfret marbles (i7SS). In 1B45 were 
begun the Univernty galleries, opposite the Ran- 
dolph Hotel; these were combined with the 
Tayloii Institution for modera. languages, in one 
imposiag building, which was designed by 
Cockerells it is interesting, if for no other 
reason, as being the last effort oi classical 
architecture in Oxford. 

•>Soon after this the new museum in'- die parks 
was added ; it was opened in i860 for the third 
visit of the Brkish Associadota. . In its style the 
influence, of Mr Ruskin is very marked, though 
it can hardly be sajd that the efibrt to combine, a 
Venetian palace with a << Crystal palace" has 
been. very successful, either ^ mm the point of 
,view of art or of scientific (Aisefiilaess.^ To 
•thiS' museum .wercL transferred the oeatural curiosi- 
ties of the Ashmolean, while the rest of the 
latteHs treasures went (1894) to the new gallortes 
erected at the back: of t^ Randolph <^Ueike. 
The Ashmolean building itself is now the; home 
of thejsew School of Greogns^hy (1899). while 

^ By v hftppy idea the 125 shafts of the great com^ 
4>f the mustMim are all carefully selected specimens of the 
most important British rocks. 
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the baaemciit has been adapted for the Bodleian's 
eirer-growiog collections (p. 300). 

Hence the Uniyersity collections are now to 
be Imiiid in two buildings; the natural science 
ones are in th«r place close to the various 
laboratories at the new museum in the parks; 
the pictures and works of art are in the ^lefies 
in l^aumont Street. To give a detailed account 
of either would be at once impossible and use- 
less ; for the specialist will know where to seek 
what he wishes^ and the general public will 
hardly come to Oxford to see what can be seen 
so much better elsewhere; but a few of the 
main features of interest in the Art Museum nay 
be briefly mentioned.^ 

Thepiaures and antiquities occupy the upper 
flooTy which is reached by the staircase on the 
right. Of historical curiosities probably the 
most interesting is Eang Alfred^s jewels a fine 
specimen of Saxon work in gold and crystal, 
found in the Isle of Athelney. Guy Fawkes' 
lantern is a relic of undoubted authenticityy but 
the sword given to Henry VIII. as ^ Defender 
of the Faidi " has had its genuineness attacked. 
The most important parts> however, of the col* 
lection to the hutorical student are the cecently 
acquired Egyptian and ** Hittite " relics^ espe- 

^ Special mention mutt, howercr, be ma^ of the 
great anthropological collection of General Pitt Riven^ 
given by him to the University nearly twenty years 
ago. It occupies a building specially erected for it 
at the N.£. corner of the Science Museum, from the 
court of which it it entered. It is equally interesting 
to the studeat of history and of science. 
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cblly Mr Flinders Petrie's discoyeries at Tel« 
el-Amama. In the adjoiniog room is Mr 
Fortnum's magnificent gift of majolica and 
sculpture, which is especially rich in examples ci 
Italian art of the fifteenth and sixteenth century ; 
a full description of the collection has recently 
been given by him in the splendid catalogue 
published by Uie Clarendon Press. This room 
IS entered on the south nde from the picture 
gallery, which contains rather more than one 
hundred pictures. The most important part 
of the collection is the recent Combe bequest 
«f nre-Raphaelite pictures, including works of 
MiAais, Collins, and Holman Hunt; the last- 
named artist can probably be nowhere else 
studied in so many examples together $ of these 
<«The Featt of St Swithun'' is especially 
charming. The other pictures are more mis- 
cellaneous—two of the works of Reynolds, 
Mrs Mefyrick and the Paines, are unusually fine. 
And of the Italian pictures, the Fra Lippo 
Li{^i <* Joachim ancl Anna,^' the Fili]^ino 
Lippi <<The Flight of the Vestal Virgins,*' 
and the curious works by Gentile Bellini are 
well worth the notice of the student of art. 
But eyen more important is the collection of 
drawings by Raphael and Michael Angelo, 
which the University purchased in the middle 
of the 19th century. In connection with the 
galleries is the Ruskin Art School, to which 
as Slade Professor he presented many beautiful 
things, especially a large number of Turner 
water-colours. This is on the ground floor of 
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die buildingy which is mainly occupied by the 
collection of casts (most of these have been 
gathered by the present professor, Mr Gardner ), 
and also by the Arundel and the Pomfret 
marbles. After a long period of shameful 
neglect these are at last properly housed. The 
baaement is given up to the Chantrey casts, 
which hare considerable historical interest as a 
cdlection of portraits, but which are not artis- 
tically important It must be confessed that 
they present a yery quaint and somewhat woe- 
begone look in their present quarters. In the 
basement also are the inscriptions^ among which 
is the famous Parian marble, 6iit of the main 
authorities for Greek chronology. It is now 
almost illegible. 

The art galleries are the centre of the work 
of the rapidly developing school of classical 
archeology; this is an integral part of the 
work of Uie University, and the collections to 
illu8tra:te it cannot be made too complete. The 
medieval pictures, drawings, pottery and art 
work generally, are interesting ; but it is difficult 
to see how they can be used equally in the 
studies of the University.^ The Oriental 
Museum and Library, however, which finds 
a home at the Indian Institute (a somewhat 

1 The University also possesses, in the New Examina- 
tion Schools (in the High Street, designed by Mr 
Jackson), an interesting, but very little known collec- 
tion of portraits of English composers of the seven- 
teenth and eighteenth centuries. There are between 
fifty and one hundred pictures, wliich once hung in the 
old *< Schola Musicae." 
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heavy buikiingy designed by Mr Champneys^ 
at the E. ei^ of the Broad Street)^ it the 
centre of the work of the Indian Ciril Sendee 
ttudentSy of whom a large proportion are trained 
in Oxford* 

Note I. — Sinee the publication of the first edition 
of tkh hock (hme 1 897), the Ashmolean pictures have 
been property restored. They hang on the staircase, 
and in -the first room. The most interesting are tlie 
portraits of the Tradescant family (p. 513) : no less 
than six of these are by William Dobson, " the English 
llntoret,'' as Charies I: called him, whose art can 
hardly be studied sa well elsewhere. There is too 
an excellent portrait of Ashmole (Riley}. The 
curious contemporary picture of the Battle of Pavia 
should be noticeid. In the next room is a splendid col- 
lection of finger rings, given by the late Mr Fortnum, 
and a beautiful model in wax by Leonardo da Vinei of 
Ugoiino fpd his children. This was presented as long 
ago as 1 84 1, but its value hsL» only recendy been 
recognized. The Westwood collection of fictile Ivories 
too is very fine. 

Note li,— The new building to the S.W. of the 
Science Musemn is the Library given by the Drapers 
Company to the University ; the architect is Mr T. 
G. Jackson. It was formally opened in 1901, and will 
be in use after this year (1902). 
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APPENDIX I 
Archxtbcture in OxroKo 

I. Saxon Work— 

Probably part of the £. wail of the Cathedral 

(p. 20), and possibly other parts of the 

Cathedral 
II. Norman (a) Early— 
Castle Tower, p. 5. 
Tower of St Michael's, p. 5. 
Door of Chapter House, p. 20. 

{k) Late— 
Most of the Cathedral, pp. 20-21 

III. Early English— 

Church of St Giles, p. 10. 
Spire, Chapter House, and Lady Chapel of the 
Cathedral, p. 21. 

IV. Decorated— 

Merton Chapel (1270- 1300), p. 70-73. 
Tower and Spire of St Mary's (circ. 1290), p. Si- 
Latin Chapel at Cathedral (circ 1350), p. 22. 
V. PerfencUatlar — Early — 

New College— Chapel, Hall, Cloisters and Front 
Quad (1386- 1400), p. 113. 
MiMe— 
Lincoln College — Front Quad and Hall, p. 1 30. 
Merton — ^Transepts ( 1 424),Tower ( 1450), p. 73. 
Divinity School (14^9), p. 15. 
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V. Ptrpet^wdar — continued. 
Late— 
Magdalen College — Founder's Quad, Chapel 

and Tower, p. 155 *eq. 
St Mary*8 — Choir (begun 1462) and Nave 

(1498), p. 31. 
Christ Church — Hall and Tom Quad, p. 201-2. 

VI. Late Gothic — 

Wadham College, x6io*i6i3, p. 257. 

Merton College — Fellows* Quad (1 608- 1 610), pp. 

74-5- 
University College — Fhrst Quad (begun 1634), 

p. 4^- 
Christ Church — Hall, Staircase (1640), p. Z05. 
(The last building in this style is the chapel at 

B. N. C, 1656, p. 177.) 

VII. Italian— 

Sheldonian Theatre, p. 37. 

Queen's College — Front Quad (begun 17 10), 

p. 105. 
Christ Church — Peckwater Quad, p. 107. 
All Saints Church, p. 220. 
Radciiffe Library, p. 300. 

Neo- Greek — 
Clarendon Press, p. Z19, Randolph Oalleries, 

p. 3«4. 
Vlll. Gothic Revival, Early^^ 

Front of Jesus College, p. 252. 
Magdalen College School, p r6i. 

Sir Gilbert Scott — 
Exeter Chapel (1856), p. 85. 
New College— Holywell Front (1872-6), p. 1 14. 

N.B.—Ycx the work of living architects, vieU Index, tub Bod- 
ley, Butterfield, Champneys, Jackson. 
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APPENDIX II 
Stained Glass in Oxford 
1 3th Century — Merton Chapel, p. 70. 
14th Century — Latin Chapel at Cathedral, p. 22. 
New College Ante-Chapel, p. 113. 
15th Century— All Souls Ante-Chapel, p. 141. 
1 6th Century — BaUioI Chapel (fragments), p. 59. 

Queen's Chapel, p. 105. 
17th Century — Wadham Chapel, p. 257. 

Magdalen Ante-Chapel, p. 156. 
Lincoln Chapel, p. 133. 
University Chapel, 49. 
Queen's Chapel, p. 105, 
New College Chapel, S. side, p. 114. 
1 8th Century — New College Chapel, N. side, p. 114, 

and great West Window, p. 113. 
19th Century ^^^<r Index, sub Burne- Jones, Clayton 
and Bell, Kempe, Powell. 
(For the old glass in Oxford, see Mr Grinling's 
excellent paper in the Transactions of the Oxford 
Historical and Architectural Society, 1883, a paper 
which ought to be reprinted.) 

APPENDIX in 
Admission to Places of Interest 
I. The following are open Free — 

The Cathedral, 11 -i, 2-30 — 4-30. 
University Museum, 2-4. 

Indian Institute, lo-i, 2-4 (2-6 in Summer Term). 
Also the Chapelt of — 

Merton (11 -5), Exeter (1-4 in Term Time). 
New College (ii-i, 2-4), All Souls (12-1, 2-4). 
Magdalen (11 — 12-30), Keble (10-12, 2-4). 
Also the Gardens of — 

New College, Trinity, St John's, Wadham 
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(except on Sundays) and Worcester. The 
Magdalen Water Wadks, and the University 
Botanic Garden. 
II. Tlie following are open Fret to tmaU parties, 
accompanied by members of University in 
Academical dress — 
The Bodleian, 10-3, 4, or 5.1 
The Camera Bodleiana, 10-10. 
The University Art Galleries, 1-4.2 
III All Halls and Chapeb can be seen on application 
to the Porter. The fee is sometimes fixed, t,g, 
at Christ Church Hall,* 2d. a person, but more 
often is optional; 6d. for a party of two or 
three is sufficient in ordinary cases. Halls are 
usually occupied for lectures in the mornings of 
Term. 
1 The Library is open to 3 (Nov. -Jan.), to 5 (April- 
July), to 4 the other months. The Picture Gallery is 
always open to 5. 

3 These galleries are also open to the public on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 2-4 /r««, and at any other 
time between 1 1 and 4 on payment of 3d. per person. 
* During the Vacations the only ingress and egress 
at Christ Church is by the great gate in St Aldate's 
(under Tom Tower) ; the Canterbury g^e, however, 
is open on Sundays for those attending service at the 
Cathedral. 
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O - Oxford ; P = Portrait 

tf,B. — ^When a man bel6nged to more than one College, I have tried 
alwa3rs to put first the reference to the one in which he was an 
undergraduate. 

Barrv, Sir C, work of, 46. 
Bartholomew, Hospital of, 9a. 
Bathurst, Dr. 334, 64. 
Beaumont, F., 368. 
Beaumont Palace, 7. 
Beaumont Street. 284. 
Becket, Archhishop, P. of, 95, 

aag. 
Bec^gton, Bishop, 130. 
Bentham, J., xzo. 
Bentley, K., aao. 
Bingham^ J., 59. 
Black Pnnce, i<m. 



Abbot, Archbishop, at Univer- 

sity, 5a»,2^- ^ 
Addison, J., at Queen's, 109 ; at 

Magdalen, 174. 
Aldridi, Dean, 390; buildings 

designed by, 187, 207, 920, 229. 
Ale verses at Brasenose College, 

181. 
Alfred, King, legend of, 49; 

jewel of, 517. 
Allen, Cardinal, zox. 
Allen, T., 280-1. 
AUestrce, R., 2x4. 
Alleyne, J., i?/- 
Andrcwes, Bishop, 253. 
Anwykyll, J., 167. 
Arnold, M., at Balliol, 68 ; at 

Oriel, 100. ^ , . 

Arnold, T., at Corpus Christi 

College, 199 ; at Oriel, 99. 
Arthur, Prince, \(i^, 
Arundel, Archbishop, 96. 
Arundel marbles, 3x4. 
Ashmole, E., 3x4- 
Ashraolean Museum, 300, 3x3-4. 
Asquith, H. H., 68. 
Atterbury, F., 293. 



Bacon, R.. 12. 
Balliol, John, 60. 
Baltimore, Lord, 233. 
Barclay, A., 97. 
Barham, R.) x83. 



Blackmore, Sir R., X12. 
Blackstone at Pembroke, 97X ; at 

All Souls, X5^. 
Blake, AdmiraL 26x. 
Blundell Foundation, 65. 
Bodley, Sir T., at Merton, 80, 

xj. 281 ; ^. cap. XXV . 
Bodley, work of, 30, 46, 160, 207. 
Bolingbroke, Lord, 323. 
Boweo, Lord, 68. 
Boyle, C, 290. 

Bradwardine, Archbbhop, 78. 
Broad Walk, 206. 
Browne, Sir T., 970. 
Bryce, J., 237. 

Buckler, work of, 35, i6x, 959. 
Burgon, Dean, 35 
Burne-Jones, Sir E., work of, 

90 ; glass of, 19, 92, 24. 
Burton, Sir R., 337 \ quoted, 45 
Burton, Robert, x8o; tomb of, 

24. 
Buiv, Bbhop Richard de, 931. 
Butler, Bishop, 08. 
Butterfield, work of, 59, 7S« 386 
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Calverley, C S., 68. 
Camden* W., 068 ; P. of, 319. 

Cami>ion, £., 344. 

Canning, G., 334. 

Canning, Lord, 935. 

Castle* 5, 8 ; mound of, 4. 

Chancellor, 77. 

Champneys, work of, 19, 1x7, 320. 

Chantrey coUectbn, rtg. 

Charles 1. at Christ Church, 39, 
az3-4 ; at St John*!, 347, 370 ; 
P. of, 3<6. 

Charles if., 350. 

Chichele, Archlushop, X46 m^., 
3^8. 

Chulingworth, W., 333. 

Churchy Dean, at Wadham, 966 ; 
at Oriel, loa 

Churches— St Aldate*t, 368; All 
Saints, 330; Carfax, 14; St 
Cross, Holywell, 7 * St Giles, 
xo; St Mary's, 14 and cap. 
ill ; St MichaeVs, 7, 133, 138 ; 
St Peter in the East, 7, 79. 

Churchill, Lord R., 83. 

Clarendon, Lord, 395. 

Clarendon Buildmg, szo. 

Clayton & Bell, work of, 35, 
90. 

Clou^h, A., at Balliol, 68; at 
Onel, zoo. 

Cobham, Bishop, libnucy of, 35, 
31 » 95* 

Codrinston, Sir Cm X59. 

Coleridge, Sir J. T., 90. 

Coleridge, Lord, 68, 90. 

Colet, J., 167 ; head of O. Re- 
formers, 15. 

Collins, w., zio. 

Compton, Bishop, X09. 

Conant, J., 88. 

Con^reve, Dr, 365. 

Comngton, J. , 55. 

Convocation House, 399, xj. 

Copleston, Bish. of Llandaff, X99. 

Couch, Quiller, 337. 

Cranmer, Archbishop, trial of^ at 
StManr's, 38, 396,98 ; Visitor 
of All Souls, Z49 ; P. of, 3X9. 

Creighton, 6p., 83. 

Crewe, Lord, 136. 

Cromwell, O., Z96, 303. 

Curzon, Lord, Z54 



Dalhousie, Lord, 995. 
Daniell, S., 99c, 306. 
Davenant. Sir W., 139. 
D'Oilgi, R., 7. 
!>«■ Brome, A., 9X ; cfaapd U^ 

, T., >84- 

Digbjr, SU K., s8x ; P. of, iio. 
Divinity School, 15, 996. 
Dobson, works of, 390^ 
Duns Scotns, X3, 78; P. o^ 3x9. 
Durham College, 996. 



rwAw, R. L., S98. 
leld, R., X08. 
, Lord, 54. 
I, Lord, 935. 
Ehot. Sir J., 87. 
Elisabeth, Queen, patroniaps O., 
x6 ; entertained at St Mary^Si 
40 ; at Christ Church, 3x9; P. 
of. 956, 331, 344. ^ 
Eveleigh. Provost, 98. 
Evelyn, J., 63. 



Farmer, A., X73. 

Fell, ** Dr." 805, 3x7 tff, 

Fitz Ralph, Azchbidibp, 6t. 

Fleming, Bidu>p, 53, X33. 

Ford, f., 88. 

Fox, C J,, 394. 

Foxe, J.^ x8o. 

Foxe, Bishop, x88 ««f , 6a 

Freeman, Professor, 336. 

Frewen, A., Z7a 

Frewen Hail, Z78. 

Friars in O., zs, 37. 

Friars' Entry, 384. 

Frideswyde, St, story of. 3; 

church of, cap. it ; shrine or, tz; 

tombof, 38. ' 
Froude, H., zoo. 
Fronde, J. A., 90^ 
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o 

Galiford, D«B, 195. 
GibboEit K-, 173. 
Gibbons, G., *ork of, 103, fi^ 
GidIb^ work ofj 3010. 
Gt^ard«T Johot 279* 

Gbd stone, W. K., 935, aSs- 
Glouccsifsr, Duke H umphrey of, 

15; library of» «96 **fl ; at 

e*llio], 6». 
Gtouceitcf HflJg t^g^ 
God ley, A. D., 176. 
Gore, Caucni, 69, 
Gosdiicnii G. J., ]Do< 
GrecD, J. R., aej 
Greed, T. H. (PrafeHw), 69, 
GniivLLle^ Lord, a^^. 

" > G [IMJ. 

Grey, Bii^hf^, 6?, 

Grocyiij W., 86 j at M .gd^^^, 

16s, 167. 
Grosseteste, BUhop, 11. 

H 

Hakluyt, K., ai3. 

Hale, ChUd of, 180. 

Hale, Sir M., 395. 

Hftlls: Lady ^largaret, 19; New 

Inn Hjill,icii; St Edmund 119; 

nature 0^1 13-14 ; ioi, 
HMniitcm. Sir W., 6|,fi6. 
Hampden, J,, ijt}. 
Hamimg^tODi Uah. ; H. Hallj loi. 
Harrmgtoni J.^ 233* 
ttarriot^ T., 97+ 
Hftrrison, F, , »65> 
Harwy, W., flo. 
Hastings, Lady E., no. 
Hasting!!, Lardr 54. 
Hawk^motit^ wotk of, 105, 146. 
Hr^^rnci, T.T, iia ; diary of^ yog. 
Hebcr, lli&hop, 181-3, is<| 
Hennettii Marin,Quefiti, ioB]347. 
Henry VI IK, 16, 38, sa&. 
Henryt Prince, i^Ci 
BerkaiTLer, H., work of, 139, 

325, 3x2. 
Heywtujdi J.^ b6B. 
Hickes, Denn, T37* 
Hobb«. T., »95. 
HoM,T. L,54. 
HoUaxid, Canon Scottt 691 



Hdi, frorkcf, 7^, Ht 
Hooker, R., 194.3, ■** 
Hix^per^ Bisbap, 70. 
Hope Collcciionit 399. 
Home, BJUiop, 53. 
HouKh, Biabopt 17^' 
Hugbfcf. T., loa 
Hunti HolmaDj *orla oli ii^t 
3ii- :^ 



JackaoDf Dfsan* »< ttf, 65. 

Jackson. T.. lofi. 

Jackson, T. G-, i6d ; wort id, 

^ 3 Si 1781 iSjt ajOf si9. ^"9, 39^^ 

James L. ^i, 303, 

'ayne. Bishop, 353, sSL « 

effi-ey, F.» iio. 1 

enkins. Sir L., 134. ! 

enkyiis, I>r, 66 wy. 

eune, fii&hop, nj^ 

ewel, Bi&hop, 79, 191 ir^ . 

ohnson^ Dr, aji «i^, 135, 15^ 

onesL, Inijto, work of, 941. 

ones. Sir W,^ 34* 

on$oi>j Ben, S13. 

owett, Dr.W-^jiMHiorialofjS* 
»ii, Aidibi»bop, «4& 



Keble, J., at Corpaa Chrisd 
College, 199; at Oriel, 90-100 ; 
Assize Sermon of, 44 : MSS. 
of, 288. See cap. xjdii. 

Kempe, class of; 35, 938, 068. 

Kettell, Dr, 233. 

Kettell, Dr, ajs. 

King, Dr, too. 

King, Bishop (of Oxford), 94 

— — , Bishop of Lincoln, 3a 



Landor, W. S.,935. 
LanKi A., 68. 
Langland, W., 97. 
Latin Chapel, aa. 
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Laud, Archlnshop, at St John*t, 
341, 944 tga ; his work in O., 
27 ; at St Mary't, 39, 41 ; his 
Congregation House, 37, 99^ 

L. and Jeremv Taylor, 151 ; L. 
and the Boaleian, 307. 

Leicester, Earl or, and Amy 
Robsart, 39, 381 ; P. of, 319* 

liddell, Dean, 30, 395. 

laddon. Cation, 30 ; P. of, 995 ; 
library of, 388. 

laly, J., X67. 

Linacre, T., 148 ; professorship, 



Lineen, Lord, 936. 

L-Ide, J., 395. 

Liverpool, Lord, 334. 

Lloyd, Bishop, 355. 

Locke, J., 9x9. 

Lockhart, J. G., 65. 

Lodge, T., 233. 

UiUards, in 0-, 14 ; at Oriel, 96; 

at Queen's, xo8'9 i and Lincoln 

College, 133. 
Long Walk, 907. 
Lovelace, R., 981. 
Lowe, R., CO. 
Lowth, Bi^op, X97. 
Lyell, Sir C, 9o> 



Maconochie, A. H., 966. 
Manchester College, 19. 
Manning, Cardinal, 69. 
Mansfield CoUqpe, 19. 
Mansfield, Lord, 993. 
Marston^., x8o. 
Martjrr, P., 38. 
Merton, Bishop, Walter de, 74, 



Methodists, X37, 973. 
Mihnan, H. H., xia. 
Milton's books at Bodleian, 306, 

Mttford, V/., 1x0. 
Montgomery, R. , X39. 
Moore, Archbishop, 373. 
Moore, Aubrey, 388. 
More, Sir T., xox. 

Morton, ArcliDistiop, 03. 
Morley, J., X40. 



Nash, "Bean." 356. 
Newdigate, Sir R.. 54. 
Newman, Cardinal, at Trinity, 

3^6; at Oriel, 99; at St 

Mary's,44-5i«65» 
Newton, Dr. 989. 
Neville, Arcnbiibop, 69, X34. 
North, Lofd, 334. 



Ockham, William of, X3, 78. 
Oglethorpe, General, xq8. 
Oldham, Bishop, x8o. 
Onslow, Speaker, 303. 
Owen, John, 3x7, 



Palgrav*, W. G.. 937. 
Panan marble, 3x0. 
Parsons, Bishop, ts-6. 



Pater, W., X83. 

Patteson, BidTop, 83. 

Pattison, M., X39. 

Peel, Sir R., 934. 

Peel, I^rd, 68.. 

Pelham, H.. 993. 

Pembrdkfi, Sari of, 369, 3x9. 

Penn, W., aaa 

PetrejSir W., 150, 86. 

Pitt, W., 934. 

Pitt Rivers Collection, 3x7. 

Pole, Archbishop, X93, 167, 135. 

Pope, Sir T., 931 S€f. 

Port Meadow, 7* 

Potter, Archbishop, X37i S*- 

Powell, glass of, X45< ^39- 

Press, Qarendon, 9x8. 



Price, Hugo. 953. 
c,H., »9f 



quoted, 63, 



Prideanx, 

X59, s8o>83. 
Prideaux, Bi^op, 87, 85. 
Prynne, W., 97- ^ . , 
Pttsey, Canon, at Onel, 99; at 

Christ Church, 30; P. of, 995. 



Raddiffe, Dr John, 137* S»i 
Library, 300; tomb of, 39-40; 



P. of; 3x9. 
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, Sir W., 97, 150. 

on, R., 250, 309. 

Cm 176. 

Is, Sir J., works of, 202, 

35, 264, 97X1 3«8; win- 

ti3. 

Is, John, 195 seg. 

C., TOO. 

., Archbishop, 112. 

on, F. W., 18a; P. of, 



, Amy, 39, 281. 

y, Lord, 225. 

lam, Archbishop, 130, 



Dr, 175. 

Prince, 166. 

J., 200, 225 ; school of, 
14. 



S 

irell, Or, 174; at St 

'5, 42. 

ry, Lord, 225 ; P. of, 154. 

on. Bishop, 135. 

SirH., 74; 80. 

ship Examination in i6th 

ry, 191. 

tica's, St, day, 14. 

lur G., work of, 4^1 49t SSt 

Archbishop, 89. 
J Lord, 236, 175. 



burv, xst Earl of, 87, 64. 

ere m the Bodleian, 305. 

1, Archbbhop, 233, xsz ; 

re of, 37. 

, 54 ; relics of, 307. 

me, W., 271 

'J." 1,48. 

Adam, 65. 
roldwin, 55. 
lishop, 179. «37- 
ydne^j 128 
Ixhibitioners, 65. 
», Lord, 234. 
nlle College, 19* 
Virgiliane, 304, 

y 



Sonthey, R., 65. 
Spencer in the Bodleian, 305. 
Sprat, T., 262. 
Stamford, migration to, Z78. 
Stanley, Dean, 55; P. of, 3x2. 
Stapleton, W. de, Bishop, 86. 
St Bernard's College, 338. 
Steele. Sir R., 82. 
Stowell, Lord, x99> 53* 
Stubbs, Bishop, 236. 
Swift. Dean, 995. 
Swinoume, A. C, 68. 
Sydenham, J., 963, 148. 



Tait, Archbishop, 65, 68. 
Talbot, Bishop of Rochester. 



Taylor, Je: 

■ , Institution, 314. 



eremy, 151. 

Taylorj Institution, 3 . 
Temple, Archbishop, 65, 68. 
Tenterden, Lord, 199. 
Thomson, Archbishop, ixx. 
Toynbee, A., 69. 
Tradescants, Ark of, 313; 

portraits of, 320. 
Trelawny, Bishop, 202. 
Tunstall, Bishop, 63. 
Tyndale, W., 168, 295. 

U 

Udall, N., X03. 
Usher, Archbishop, 253. 



Vane, Sir H.. 295. 

Van Linge, the elder, 258. 

, the younger, 23, 49, 105. 

Vaughan, H., 253. 
Vives, L., X90, X93. 



W 

Wadham, Dorothy, 258, a6a 
Walker, 0.,5a. 
Walsham How, Bishop, 266 
Ward, W. G.. 6^^ «65. 
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Warham,Archln8hop,i93, xx4|X3' 
Warton, T.,a3S. 
Waterhouse, woik of, 59. 
Waynflete, W. of, x6x seg. 
Wesley, J., 823, 133; at St 

Mary's, 43. 
Westbury, Lord, 364. 
Whatel]^ Archbishop, 99. 
White, Gilbert, 98. 
White, Sir T., 342 sef. 
Whitfield, G., 272, 43. 
Wilberfotce, Bishop, 99. 
Wilkins, Bishop, 395, 262. 
William of Durham, 51. 
Williams, Lord Keeper, 136. 
Windham, W., 54. 
Wolsey, Cardinal, at Magdalen, 

159. X67 ; W. and Foxe, x88 ; 

W.'swork a.t Christ Church, 

20X, 21 X ; in the Cathedral, 23. 



Wood, A., 8x; hb "History of 

the University," 218. 
Woodroffc, Dr, 38x seq. 
Wren, Sir C, 263, X5x ; works 

of, 105, X77, 205. 220, 299. 
Wyatt, works of, 56, 73, 9X, 

Wycherley, W., xio. 

Wycliffe, John, 78, 6x, 108 ; at 

Canterbury College, 207 ; 

movement of, X3, X33. 
Wykeham, W. of, 1x3, 1x7 Mf. 



Young, X53. 
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"Where'er we tread, 'tis haunted, 
holy ground." 
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THE LITTLE GUIDES 
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I^ESSRS METHUEN are publishing a 
small series of books under tlie general 
title of The Little Guides. The main 
features of these books are (i) a handy and 
charming form, (2) artistic illustrations by 
E. H. New and others, (3) good plans and 
maps, (4) an adequate but compact presentation 
of everything that is interesting in the natural 
features, history, archaeology, and architecture 
of the town or district treated. 

In those volumes which treat of counties^ 
there is first a general description of the 
country — its situation, physical features, flora 
and fauna, climate, inhabitants, industries, 
history and archaeology. Then follows an 
account of the chief towns and places of 
interest in alphabetical order. 

The books are not guides in the ordinary 
sense of the word. They do not give the 
usual routes for expeditions, information about 
hotels, etc., but they contain information which 
may be sufficient for the ordinary tourist of 
literary tastes, and they form not only practical 
handbooks, but delightful gift books. 



" Delightfully handy and pleasant in appearance."— 

A theneeufK, 
''Conspicuous for their neatness, their readableness and their 
practical utility." — Globe. 

"The best mementoes of visits."— W^rii/. 

'* Nothing could be better than " The Little Guides. "~ 

Standard. 
*' A guide book of the best kind, which takes rank as litera- 
ture. " —Guardian. 

Oxford and its Colleges. By J. Wells, M.A. 

Illustrated by E. H. New. Fourth Edition. 

Cambridge and its Colleges. By A. Hamilton 

Thompson. Illustrated by £. H. New. 

Shakespeare's Country. By B. C. A. Windle. 

F.R.S., M.A Illustrated by E. H. New. Second 
Edition. 

Westminster Abbey. By G. E. Troutbeck. 

Illustrated by F. D. Bedford. 

Sussex. By F. G. Brabant, M.A. Illustrated by 

E. H. New. 

The Malvern Country. By B. C. A. Windle, 

D.Sc., F.R.S. Illustrated by E. H. New. 
Norfolk. By W. A. Dutt. Illustrated by B. C. 

Boulter. 

Brittany. By S. Baring-Gould. Illustrated by 

J. Wylie. 

Surrey. By F. H. Lambert. Illustrated by E. H. 

New. 

Kent By G. Clinch. Illustrated by F. D. 

Bedford. 

The English Lakes. By F. G. Brabant. 

Illustrated by E. H. New. 

Hertfordshire. By H. W. Tompkins. Illustrated 

by E. H. New. 

The following are in preparation, 
Cornwall. By A. L. Salmon. 
Buckinghamshire. By E. S. Roscoe. 
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Shropshire. By J. A. Nicklin. 
English Architecture. By F. O. Atkinson. 
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